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SERMON I 


Sr. LUKE xix. 41, 42. 


And when he was come near, he beheld the 
cih, and wept over Wo 


Saying, if thou had! 88 even rakes; at 
leaſt in this thy Joy, the things which be- 


long unto thy peace but now they are hid 
1 thine eyes. 


UCH was the FE Tet lamentation of 

our Saviour over. Jeruſalem, a city 
which, notwithſtanding the continual 
| proofs he gave In it of his divine miſſion, 
and the forcible exhortations which. he 
made uſe of to reclaim it, ſtill perſiſted in 
the moſt unaccountable incredulity and ob- 
- durate] impenitence. The bigoted and pre- 
judiced Jews, inſtead of being converted, 


= aud 


and ſtruck with reverential aſtoniſhment 


at the mighty miracles which they ſaw 
him perform, aſcribed them to the prince 


of darkneſs, crying out, with an abſurdity 


which could only be equalled by their im- 
piety, This man caſteth out devils by the 


prince of the devils; and though they con- 


feſſed that never man ſpake like this man, 


they received his inſtructions at one time 
with the moſt bitter taunts and revilings, | 
at another overlooked them with the moſt 
contemptuous negle& ! This ungrateful 
behaviour, in conjunction with the thought 
of that lamentable deſtruction which was 


ſuſpended over the devoted town, melted 


that eye of genuine pity into tears, and 
drew from that heavenly tongue the gentle 


and moving complaint which gave birth 


to theſe meditations, 


Do not our boſoms glow with indigna- 


tion at this injurious treatment of ſo ex- 
alted a perſonage as the. Son of God? How 
bitter a return for his benevolent efforts to 
8 their a eyes, and conduct 


them 


2 


SERMON 8 


them into the paths of immortal felicity! E 


But while we burn with pious anger at the 


preſumptuous pertinacity of the incredulous 
Jews, let us inſpect our own conduct, and 


impartially conſider, whether we have con- 
tinually paid him that degree of attention 
and reverence which they refuſed, and 
to which his divine admonitions and ex- 
emplary character indiſputably entitled him? 
Alas! too many there are, who, though 
they have never had the opportunity of 


treating their Saviour's perſon with inſult 
and contempt like the Jewiſh nation, have 


yet rendered themſelves equally culpable 


with that blind and hardened race, by 
ſpurning the ſacred dictates of his love with 


an averſion not inferior to theirs. Of mul- 


titudes might he ſay, were he now on 


earth, what hg once ſaid of Jeruſalem, Hou 


often would I have gathered you, even as 


4 hen gathereth her chickens under her 


wings, but ye would not ! Ves! how ma- 
ny, and what melting inſtances- of cle- 


mency, from day to day, has he laviſhed 


upon them! With what amazing patience 


B 2 5 and 


rf 


and long - ſuffering love has he awaited the 
return of his ſelf- eſtranged and rebellious 
5 children! Can they reflect on this without 


feeling lo ne emotions of contrition for their 


ingratitude, without trembling at the la- 
mentable conſequences which muſt attend 
ſo obſtinate a rejection of his bounty! But, 


perhaps, their favourable ſituation in life 


precludes all thoughts of this nature. placed 
in an elevated ſphere, and favoured by for- 


tune with every thing to which their moſt 


ſanguine wiſhes can afpire, they abandon 
themſelves to a raſh ſecurity, and fondly 


imagine that their happineſs is eſtabliſhed 
on an immoveable baſis. Such, if we may 
judge by their conduct, are the thoughts 
of many in the world. Becauſe they have 
never hitherto ſeen any ſorrow, they feem 
to conclude that they never ſhall fee any; 
all tranquil, careleſs, and {upine, they take 
the timbrel and the harp, and rejoice at 


the ſound of the organ, ſaying with im- 


pious preſumption, if not openly, yet in 
their hearts, I hat is the Almighty, that 


We fhould ſerve lim? Vet how ſoon may 
that 


r 
F 


7 
2 . FT 


' 8 
= 


JS Ei X 1 4. 
that golden mountain, which appears ſo 
ſtrong and durable, be ſhaken and 'over- 
thrown ! On how poor, how frail a ſupport 
does human happineſs hang ! 


* The ſpider's moſt attenuated thread 
Is cord, is cable, to man's tender tie 
On earthly bliſs ; it breaks at every breeze. 


Infatuated men! Did they but liſten to 
the ſober ſuggeſtions of reaſon, and ex- 
amine on how deceitful a foundation their 
confidence reſts, what would be their con- 


ſternation and furprize ! They would diſ- 


cover that they have been blindly dancing 
on the. brink of a precipice, where another 
ſtep would have hurried them over the 
verge into inevitable deſtruction. With 
what horror would they ſtart at the ſer- 
pents which lurk, meditating death, be- 
neath that verdure and thoſe flowers which 
appear ſo pleafing to the eye, aud on which 
they inconſiderately repoſe, intent on no- 


* Dr. Young, 
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thing boxi new expedients to amuſe the tedious 


moments, and enliven the languor of ſatiety! 


Let them open their eyes, and perceive the 
alarming dangers which beſet them ere it be 
too late, — ere death himſelf interrupt the 
progreſs of their pleaſures. He is ever 
ſtealing onwards with unperceived and ſi- 


lent ſtep, and may ſuddenly tear them from 


their beloved purſuits for ever! Alas! how 
unprepared for the reception of this unce- 
remonious and terrible intruder ! How lit- 


tle did the Chaldean monarch think, amidſt 


the jollity, ſumptuous profuſion of luxu- 
ries, and regal magnificence with which he 


was ſurrounded, that his end was ſo near! 


when lo (uncommon and alarming fight !) 
the hand of an inviſible agent came forth, 
and wrote upon the wall of his palace, 
wrote in the view of the ſhuddering king 
and all his aſtoniſhed gueſts, «6 Thy king- 
« dom is finiſhed.” Nor was it long be- 
fore this prediction was verified; for in 


that night he was deprived both of his 


Eingdom and his life. 


Daily 


FFT 7 
Daily inſtances demonſtrate the ſhort- 
neſs and inſtability of human life. Every 
moment haſtens us towards our end, and 
very ſmall 1s the diſtance from the cradle 
to the tomb. Yet on this ſcanty interval 
how much 1s depending ! no leſs than our 
eternal deſtination ! With our actions in 
the preſent life, our future happineſs or 
miſery is inſeparably connected. Antici- 
pate then, unthinking mortal, that deciſive 
period which will of itſelf ſoon arrive! 
alas! too ſoon for numbers! Reflect on the 
multitudes of the young and gay who are 
daily falling around thee, and, perhaps, 
had promiſed themſelves, like thee, a long 
ſeries of happy years to come. How has death 
blaſted all their ſmiling proſpects, and with 
one blow leveled to the duſt that viſionary fa- 
bric which they had reared ſo high, and whoſe 
baſis ſeemed ſo ſolid and ſteadfaſt! He 

ſpares none; the bloom of youth and the 
hoary head of age are alike obnoxious to 
his ravages: all ages and all ſtations fall 
before him e unpitied, and undiſ- 
tinguiſhed, Not virtue, nor piety itſelf, can 
0c: WS. & ward 


ff ME O-N* hk 
ward off the blow, or protract for one moment 
the laſt ſolemn hour. Why then attach our- 
ſelves ſo cloſely to this world, and diſcover 
ſuch ſolicitude about objects which we are not 
certain of retaining a moment longer Why 
ſuffer our minds to be diſcompoſed and agi- 
tated by every flight incident which comes 


acroſs our way, by trifles which it is be- 
neath the dignity of the, rational nature to 


regard! All that we can enjoy or ſuffer 
"dP is but the phantom of an hour, the 
| ſhadow of a ſhade, and is utterly unworthy 


to be compared with thoſe immortal glories 


which ſhall be revealed i in full and tranſ- 


porting viſion hereafter. When the ſun 
ſhall be plucked from the firmament of 
heaven, when earth ſhall crumble into 
ruins, and Time ſhall be no more, a length 


of duration ſhall ſucceed, 
which all that ſeries of years which the 


great luminaries of the iky have already 
added to what they may in 


meaſu red, 


future meaſure till the final conſummation, 


is no more than an indiviſible jon of 
time, | 


Eternity 


compared to 
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Eternity is even to the beſt an awful and 


alarming thought! much more then to thoſe 
who have never had a view towards it in. 
any of their actions. However the ſons of 


thoughtleſs feſtivity may treat it with ill- 
timed deriſion, and ſtudy to exclude it from 


their minds, yet let them be aſſured the ſea- 


ſon will arrive when it ſhall recoil with 


full force upon them, and by the intimidat- 
ing proſpect which it preſents before them 
take ample vengeance on that levity and 


preſumption which ſo madly before re- 


fuſed 1 it admittance, Often did it ſolicit an 
entrance at their hearts, and as often was it 


repulſed. Unkind return for its endeavours 


to reclaim, and to impreſs them with a pro- 


per ſenſe of their intereſting ſituation! 


Surely, were this ſolemn thought enter- 


| tained with that fervour and attention 


which it demands, we ſhould not ſee man- 
kind ſo intent on the purſuit of ſublunary 
things, ſo tenacious of thoſe dignities and 
honours which they muſt, they know not 
how ſoon , reſign, and fo impatient of every 

trivial 
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ttivial occurrence which may chance to 
thwart their deſigns! Like the potent rod 


of Moſes ſwallowing up the rods of the 


Egyptian magicians, it would entirely ab- 


ſorb and bury every human care; it would 
transform every faculty of the ſoul, mould 
it into a diſpoſition to reliſh nothing but im- 
mortal joys, and be an inſuperable obſtacle 
to the entrance of every imagination but 


what belongs to heaven. All, which now 
appears of ſuch moment, would dwindle into 
nothing, and be rejected as contemptible. 
Were it univerſally and properly indulged, a 
total change would take place in the face of 
nature. That golden age which the poets 
feigned to have been once upon the ear th, 
would then be realized indeed, and genuine 


happineſs dwell with mortals, Juſtice, 


who was fabled to have taken her flight | | 
from earth long ago, would return from 


heaven, and again bleſs mankind with her 


preſence. The voice of contention would 
be no longer heard; the rage of the de- 
ſtroyed would ceaſe. Nation would not 
ft the {word againſt nation, nor kingdom 


rife 


A 


J 
riſe up againſt kingdom, neither ſhould they 


learn war any more; but man would de- 
light in doing good to man, and order, 
peace, and harmony, extend their auſpicious 
influence over the world: their diffuſive 
bleſſings, like the ſun, would impart hap- 
pineſs to all. To uſe the beautiful figura- 
tive language of ſcripture, the ſolitary place 
would rejoice, and the wilderneſs flouriſh 
and bloſſom as the roſe, We ſhould ſee 
that new earth of which the apoſtle ſpeaks, 
wherein righteouſneſs dwells, and Paradiſe 
would be again reſtored. Earth would be- 
come a picture of thoſe regions which the 
wicked can never trouble, and where the 
weary are at reſt; where the tears are wiped 
away from every eye for ever, and ſorrow 
and fighing are no more! 


Such are the happy effects which would 
enſue from allowing that exalted idea, Eter- 
nity, an uncontrouled dominion over the 
heart. It would produce that happy change 
in the affections which the apoſtle means 
in this advice. Be not conformed to this 
world, but be transformed in the renewing 


of 
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of your minds. ——Cheriſh it then with 

the utmoſt aſſiduity the moſt zealous 
care. Make it the grand ſcope to which all 
thy actions tend, and let it be always pre- 
ſent to thy thoughts. However deeply 
thy ſoul may be immerſed among terreſtrial 
concerns, however chained down to the 


pleaſures of ſenſe; yet on a due contempla- 
tion of this great object, all diſentangled 
and refined, it ſhall recover its native dig- 
nity, ſoar aboye this world, and attach it- 
ſelf to God alone; it ſhall be enabled to 
eradicate and expel every depraved habit, 
though by degrees, yet effectually, like 


the choſen race, w who by little and little 


extir pated the Canaanites from the promiſed DE 
land. Doſt thou pride thyſelf in thy opu- 
lence, dignity, and honours ? Viewing them 
in contraſt with never-fading crowns and 
immortal glories, their inſufficiency and 
worthleſſneſs will appear in the ſtrongeſt 
light, and thou wilt immediately with- 
draw thy hopes from ſo feeble a prop. 
Thou ſhalt find within thyſelf that reno- 
vation of ſpirit and of heart which the 

Goſpel 


Goſpel injoins as neceſſary to recommend 
us to the favour of heaven, and which in- 
evitably reſults from the ſtrict obſervance 
of its rules. . 


Since an eternity of bliſs or miſery ſue- 
ceeds our preſent ſhort ſtay on earth, how 
incumbent is it upon us to make the moſt 
of it, and do all the good we can while we 
continue below ! Thou child of wealth and 
fortune, whoever thou art, ſedulouſly improve 
the talent committed to thy care, not bury- 
1ng it in the earth like the unprofitable ſer- 
vant, but by proper management multiplying 
it, and making it inſtrumental to the benefit 

of thy fellow-creatures; that when thy 
Lord returns to demand an account of thy 
_ diſpoſal of it, thy fidelity may be crowned 
with its due applauſe, and thou be com- 
manded to enter into thoſe never-ending 
Joys which he has appropriated for the re- 
ward of a faithful attention to his precepts. | 


I have loſt a day, ſaid a Roman em- 
peror, when, taking a review of his actions 


in 


i $2 NON. 
in the evening, he could not recollect any 
good that he had performed during the 
day; accounting every day loſt that was 
not marked with ſome exertion of benefi- 
cence towards mankind. Surely this was 
magnanimity and philanthropy well wor- 
thy of the imitation of every Chriſtian. 
If an Heathen, who had nothing for his 
guide but unenlightened reaſon, could at- 
tain to ſo exalted a pitch of benevolence and 
_ goodneſs, what ought our improvement 


do be, ſupremely bleſt as we are with the 


advantages of revelation, and conſequently 
with incitements and directions to be good, 
of which he was ignorant! Under the moſt 
rational and ſublime diſpenſation of reli- 
gion, where every article of our duty 1s 
held forth to our view in characters which 
he who runs may read, inexcuſable would 
it be to diſregard its inſtructions, and igno- 
minious to ſuffer ourſelves to be excelled by 
one who walked by the dim glimmering 
light of nature. Twas unaſſiſted nature 
alone that whiſpered to his heart, Do good 
to all men ; but Revelation's louder voice 


has 


6 
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has commanded us, to uuite the love of 
human kind with the love of God; for 
this is the beſt and moſt ſteadfaſt principle 
of our doing to others as we would that 
they ſhould do to us.—Haſt thou then 
deprived thy neighbour of his poſſeſ- 
ſions, or (what is by far the greater in- 
jury of the two) haſt thou by unjuſt 
aſperſions ſtained his ſpotleſs fame, and 
robbed him of his peace of mind? Think 
on the repugnancy of ſuch a ſtep to thy 

| Redeemer's injunctions, atone in ſome 

meaſure for the wrong which thou haſt done 

him by the ſincerity of thy ſorrow, and 
uſe thy utmoſt efforts to make immediate 
compenſation for ſuch atrocious miſconduct. 


HFaſt thou turned away thy face from the 


poor man? Have diſtreſs and miſery im- 
plored thy affiſtance in vain? Haſten to 
their relief without delay, and, like the 
good Samaritan, pour the balm of comfort 
into their wounds. Too long haſt thou liſ- 
tened to the treacherous infinuations of 
faſhion and folly, bowed with obſequious 
zeal at their ſhrine, and offered incenſe 

there 
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there which ſhould have been piss 


to a holier altar; too long haſt thou 


idolized their faſcinating charms, and re- 


frained from being good, in imitation of an 


evil world. Let it miſlead thee no more, 
trample on the fatal ſpell by which it 


blinds the reaſon of its votaries, and turn 


with diſdain from its careſſes. No longer 


be ſo eaſy, ſo credulous a prey to its arti- 
fices; ruin is concealed beneath its ſeduc- 


ing blandiſhments. Perſevere no longer in 
the path diametrically oppoſite to that 


which thy true intereſt points out. Look 


upon the bleſſings which Providence has 


laviſhed around thee, and let them not be 


ſhowered upon thy head in vain. Inſtead 


. of ſquandering the wealth which it gave 
for far nobler purpoſes, 1 in the idle purſuit 


of unreal pleafures, dedicate a portion at 


leaſt of thy abundance to the ſupply of 


want, and the alleviation of wretchedneſs. 
Think how unworthy thou art of that be- 
neficence with which thy Creator has diſ- 
tingviſhed thee, and let the exuberance of 
his lenity and love give birth to pious grati- 
tude 
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tude, and melt thy heart to penitential ſor- 
row. Conſider this emphatic and neceſſary 


expoſtulation of the apoſtle as addreſſed to 


thyſelf, Deſpiſeft thou the riches of his good- 
neſs, and Horbearance, and long-ſu uffering, not 


knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee _ 
to repentance? Know that his bogaty 3 18 


a demand on thy obedience, and where 


much is given, much is alſo required. 


If this be the caſe, if according to the 


multiplicity of favours ſhown, our attach- 
ment to our benefactor ought to increaſe 
(a truth which has ever been indiſputable), 


how great an obligation does the Britiſh 
nation in particular lie under to lift up its. 
grateful heart continually to heaven, and 


to devote itſelf entirely to the greateſt of 


Beings, who takes delight, from time to 
time, to ſhower down his mercies upon it 
with unſparing hand! Perhaps no nation, 


except that of Iſrael, was ever diſtinguiſhed 


in ſo peculiar a manner by the protection 
and beneficence of heaven. While other 
kingdoms groan under a variety of diſaſters 


and i 
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and calamities, ſome falling a prey to Fa- 
mine, or to that tremendous deſtroyer the 
Peſtilence, ſome overturned by that more 
tremendous ſcourge of humankind, the 
Farthquake, or depopulated by wars and 
other direful cauſes, the voice of joy and 
gladneſs reſounds throughout our dwellings, 
and all is ſecurity, peace, and felicity |! 
The Pſalmiſt s elegant deſcription of the 
ſafe and happy ſtate of him who is bleſſed 
with the divine favour, we may juſtly ap- 
ply to ourſelves: Thou ſhalt not be afraid 
(ſays he), for any terror by night, nor for the 
arrow that fl Heth by day; for the peſtilence 
_ that walketh in darkneſs, nor for the daſtruc- 
tion that waſleth at noon- day. A thouſand 
ſhall fall befide thee, and ten thouſand at thy 
right hand ; but it ſhall not come ngh thee, 
There ſhall. 20 evil happen unto thee, neither 
ſhall any plague come nigh thy dwelling : for 
* be ſhall give his angels charge over thee, to 
| beep thee in all thy ways. All this is at the 
preſent moment true of us ; and that it has 
been generally ſo, the recor ding page of 
buſtory will amply demonſtrate to any one 


whom 


whom curioſity may incite to turn it over. 


The numerous and ſignal deliverances of 
this land from impending deſtruction, 


from the violence of open, and the trea- 
chery of concealed enemies, which are there 
tranſmitted down to poſterity, are ſuffici- 
ent to excite our deepeſt wonder, and to 


kindle our molt ardent gratitude, And to 
ſuch a degree have other countries been 


{truck with this protecting care and con- 
ſpicuous vigilance of heaven in our behalf, 
that, impelled by aſtoniſhment, they have 
called this the iſland of God! 


In order to impreſs our minds with a 


deeper ſenſe of our own happy ſituation, let 
us turn our eyes to thoſe kingdoms which 


have experienced diſaſters, and been over- 
whelmed by miſeries, from which we 


have been utterly exempted. Think, ye 


obdurate and gay, oh! think in particular 
on Liſbon. When were we viſited by the 


immenſe afflictions which, not many years 


ſince, befell that unhappy city? Alas ! what 
a deſtiny !——— Torn up from the very foun- 


C2 dations! 
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en its lofty edifices leveled with the 
duſt, and thouſands of its wretched inha- 
bitants buried beneath its ruins! How ſud- 
denly did deſtruction, like an inundation, 
overſpread this once-joyous metropolis! 
May that Almighty Being, who has hitherto - 
preſerved this land, ftill continue his kind- 
neſs towards it, and avert from our heads 
ſuch vaſt diſtreſſes The cataſtrophe of hor- 
ror which Liſbon and its environs exhibited, 
is renewed and ſtrikes us again in the recent 
calamities of Sicily. The lamentable fate 
of Calabria and its adjacent regions, to a 
great extent, muſt be ſtill freſh in the me- 
mories of all. What feeling heart but muſt 
drop a tear over the deſolation of that un- 
fortunate country! So lately flouriſhing and 
fair, now behold her convulſed and torn to 
pieces! Her ſtately buildings and thoſe of 
| humbler appearance, palaces, cottages, and 
temples, the feſtive abodes of pleaſure and 
the manſions of ſorrow, all blended together 
and confounded in one common ruin! A 
frightful ſcene of devaſtation and deſpair ! 
The v voice of muſic, felicity, and nurth, is 


heard 
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heard in her no more; their chearful ſounds 
are exchanged for thoſe of lamentation, 
mourning, and woe! How is her opulence 
ſuddenly come to nought ! how is ſhe in 
one moment made deſolate! Applicable in- 
deed to her is the weeping Prophet's deſcrip- 
tion of the miſerable ſtate of Jeruſalem 
when ſacked and burnt by the Babylonian 
Monarch : How doth the city fit ſolitary, 

that was full of people! how is ſhe become 
as a widow! She weepeth ſore in the night, 
and her tears are on her cheeks : ſhe hath 
none to comfort her. The ways of Zion 


mourn, her beauty 1 18 departed, and the 1 is in 
bitterneſs. 5 


When . we compare our ſituation 
with that of neighbouring realms, can we 
fail to offer up unanimouſly the ſacrifice of 
praiſe and adoration to that Power, who, in 
the hour of danger, hides us under the 
ſhadow of his wings, who wards off from 
our land the hurricane, the peſtilence, and 
the earthquake, thoſe dreadful inſtruments 
of ruin, which ſpread their ravages over ſo 
— great 
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great a part of the globe, ſaying to them as 
to the nations of old in behalf of his favoured 
Iſrael, Touch not mine anointed, and do 
my people no harm? 'Can we be unmoved 
and inſenſible, at ſuch repeated and ſignal 
ptoofs of his love ! Shall we preſume to re- 
pay it with a behaviour fimilar to that 
which made the Saviour weep over Jeruſa- 
kem—with an ifidifference and perverſeneſs 
which would again extort from his eye the 
T1ympathetic tear, were he among us in hu- 
man form as once in Judea! Forbid 1 it, juſ- 
"= devotion, and gratitude! EA 


No: let us make a proper uſe of theſe 
awful warnings of heaven. Let them leave 
that deep impreſſion on the heart which 
they cannot fail to leave, if conſidered with 
due attention. Stimulating us to bleſs the 
goodneſs of Providence for our continual. 
exemption from fimilar calamities, they 
ſhould rouſe us from all indolence with re- 
gard to our eternal concerns, and make us 
for ever on the watch, that we may be pre- 
pared for whatever changes and revolutions 
= may 


FF 
may happen. How ſtrongly do they incul- 
cate the neceſſity of walking with the ut- 
moſt care and circumſpection in a ſtate ſo 
liable to viciſſitudes and misfortunes, and of 
earneſtly endeavouring to inſure the favour 
of that Being, with whom alone dwells 
ſafety and immutability; that although on 
earth we have no continuing city, we may, 
with confidence, look upwards to that hea- 
venly one, whoſe foundations are im- 


movable——whoſe builder and maker 18 
God! 5 


And thou, O Son of God, deign the ef- 
ficacious concurrence of thy grace with our 
ſincere though feeble efforts to reſemble thee 
in every circumſtance of conduct. How 
amiable an example of tender ſympathy 
haſt thou given us in thy concern for that 


85 obſtinate and devoted city, Jeruſalem ! How 


admirably didſt thou enforce thy precepts 
by thy own practice! Bleſs them that curſe 
you, pray for thoſe that deſpitefully uſe 
you. Didſt thou weep for thy inveterate 
and implacable adverſaries, when thou 

P 3 could 
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couldſt not but know that i in requital of 
thy goodneſs they would unite at a future 
period with all the virulence of barbarous 
and inſatiable rancour in one general ery, 
Crucify bim, crucify him? Didſt thou, 
the Lord and ſovereign of the univerſe, 
do this for thy vaſſal creatures, and ſhall 
not we have compaſſion upon our fellow 
creatures? Yes ſurely, if we hope that thou 
wilt have pity on us. Oh, eradicate what 
is ſelfiſh in our natures, and ſoften what is 
_ obdurate! inform our boſoms with an 
emanation of that never-failing beneyo- 
lence which was extended equally to all, 
and diffuſed bleſſings with impartial diſtri- 
bution to foe as well as friend. Teach us 
not only to rejoice with them that rejoice, 
but to weep with them that weep, and at 
leaſt to fympathize with the wretched if it 
is not in our power to relieve them. Fain 
would we, O divine Philanthropiſt, catch 
a ſpark of that celeſtial flame which glowed 
with ſuch beneficial ardor in thy breaſt, 


while on earth. Enable us in ſome mea 


ſure 
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ſure to emulate that pattern of ſublime per- 
fection which thou haſt left us, and 
give us to know the things which belong 
to our peace before they are hid from our 
eyes for ever. 
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On the Omnipreſence of God. 
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Poa CXXXTX. 9, 10. 


FI tate the Wings of the morning, and quel 
in the uttermoſt parts of the you's : 


Wai there ſhall thy * lead 1 me, and thy 


right band JO void me. 

"_ HE royal writer in this Pſalm expa- 
_ * tiates in the moſt ſublime and beautiful 
manner on one of the incommunicable at- 
tributes of God, his Omnipreſence. Ab- 
ſorbed i in reverential aſtoniſhment, he con- 
templates him as about Mis betl, and about 


his path, and ſpying out al Dis ways; as 
the inſpector of his moſt iomoſt thoughts, 


and even acquainted with them long before 
- they were formed. Full f this auguſt and 


folemn | 


\ 
\ 


„„ 1 
ſolemn idea, he breaks forth into this ex- 
alted and more than mortal ſtrain, hither 

fhall I go from thy fpirit, or whither ſhall I 
Nee from thy preſence ? If I aſcend up into hea- 
ven thou art there: if I go down 10 hell, thou 
art there alſo. If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt parts of 
the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right hand ſhall hold me. And ſurely at 
beholding the Supreme Being in this ma- 
jeſtic light, the moſt inſenſible and obdu- 
rate heart muſt feel itſelf impreſſed with 
the deepeſt ſentiments of awe, humility, 
and amazement. 


This grand ſurvey cannot too frequently 
engroſs the attention of mankind; it being 
admirably calculated for ſuppreſſing every 
idle and licentious thought which may in- 
trude upon the mind, and conſequently for 
| preventing the commiſſion of any act in- 
compatible W Wich their duty, ſubverſive of 
their inter nal peace in this world, and their 
felicity ! in the other. For how can they 


who 


* 
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who properly conſider that they are everx 
where ſurrounded with the Deity, that he 
pervades, and fills, and animates every part 
of the univerſe, an unerring and unfail- 
ing witneſs of all they! imagine, ſay and do; 
how can they, who deliberately ponder this, | 
adopt a conduct of which he diſapproves, 
and which will infallibly render them objects 
of his vengeance! Entertaining a full con- 
viction that they are under the ſcrutiny of 
an all- ſeeing eye, which pierces through the 
deepeſt gloom of midnight, and diſtinctly 
views the moſt ſequeſtered ſcene of privacy 
and retirement, are they capable of doing 
any thing which can offend it that eye 
which is too pure to behold iniquity ! Can 


they even indulge a thought diſpleaſing to 


the unblemiſhed holineſs of Him, to 


To whom the inmoſt receſſes of the heart lie 


open! . 


The whole intellectual world cannot fur- 
| niſh us with an idea more ſtriking and 
awful than that of an omnipreſent God. 
| | 7 1 Lis. 
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Let the ſons of gaiety and 3 ſuffer 
it to operate for a moment on their minds 
With its compleat energy; let them be in⸗ 
duced to it by the reflection, that it admi- 
niſters a ſovereign antidote for thoſe diſor- 
ders which aflault the ſoul, and deface its 
original beauty. Under the influence of | 
this elevating thought, quickly will it oc- 
cur to them, that he will not fail to reſent. 
© that 1 irreverence towards his ſacred mandates, ? 
to which he cannot but be witneſs, fince 
Himſelf makes this ſolemn interrogation, | 
by the mouth of his prophet, * Can any 
Hide himel If in ſecret places, that I. Hall not 
fee him? Do not Ifill heaven and earth ? And 
the apoſtle too, actuated by his ſpirit, has aſ- 
ſured us, that there is no + creature which | 
is not manifeſt in his fight; but all things are 
naked, and opened to the eyes of him with 
bh wwe have 10 do, Hence they will be | 
led imperceptibly to take a view of their 
conduct, whoſe utter repugnancy to what 
they owe the author of their exiſtence and 


* Jerem, Xxili. 24. + Heb. iv. 13. 


hap- 
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happineſs appearing b before cheyk; more and 
more forcibly every moment, they will bluſh 
and ſtart at the overpowering diſplay, if 


they are not loſt to every virtuous, feeling; : 
till they are terrified by the deformity. of 
vice into a reſolution to let no action eſcape 
them in future but what the all- ſearching 


eye of heaven way behold with \ approba- 
tion. | 


Kerb the Bart with all Aikens, is the 
ſalutary precept of the wiſeſt of men. How 
incumbent upon them to obey it, will be 
moſt emphatically inculcated by the conſi- 
deration that they are ever environed by 
the preſence of a being who is all purity 
Himſelf, who has avowed his abhorence of 
fin, and whoſe ability to puniſh it is equal 
to his inclination. This is an admonition 
which they can never repeat to themſelves. 
too often. A conſtant attention to it muſt 
effectually baniſh every ſymptom of that un- 
becoming levity which can originate from 
no other ſource but internal depravity ; for, 
the fountain once clear and unſullied, the 
T4 ſtream 
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ſtream muſt, of conſequence, be alſo pure 


and fair. Introducing decorum and ſanQity | 
into the heart, 1t ſhall naturally communi- 


_ cate rectitude to the manners, and give 


them a tiucture which cannot fail of being 


pleaſing and amiable in the ſight of heaven. 


Circumſpect and cautious in their behaviour, 
ſubmiſſive and full of veneration in the pre- 


ſence of an earthly prince, ſhall they keep 


a leſs vigorous curb upon themſelves, and 
diſcover a ſmaller degree of humiliation in 
the preſence of the King of kings, who in- 
habiteth Eternity, and in whoſe eye all 


the thrones and dominions, all the princi- 
palities and powers below are nothing. 
Shall they preſumptuouſly conduct them- 


ſelves before him in ſuch a manner. as they 
would tremble at when under the view of 


one ſo infinitely inferior! The diſtance be- 


tween them how immenſe | even an angel's 
comprehenſive mind would fail to compute 


it; a diſtance immeaſurable and endleſs ; 


the former a ſovereign whoſe kingdom is an 
everlaſiins kingdom, and whoſe dominion en- 
dureth throughout all ages; who alone ſpreads 


3 ER MO N16 $8 
etz out the heavens; and treadeth on the waves 
of the ſea; who commandeth the ſun, and it 
riſeth not, who ſealeth up the ſtars, and can 
with equal eaſe create or annihilate a world! 
The latter; what? An abject helpleſs being, 
whoſe duration is limited within the ſcanty 
compaſs of a few fleeting years, or rather the 
feeble inſect of a day, which ſpreads its 
brittle wings to the ſun, ſkims aid flut- 
ters in a few airy rings over the ſurface 
of the ground, and then is ſeen no more. 


0 Thou! in whom we live, and move, 
and have our being! Firſt, eſſential Cauſe 
of all age] Thou great, invigorating Soul 
of nature! that thou att ever preſent—ever 
: viſible, we acknowledge with an enthuſiaſtic 


joy, yet blend:d and chaſtiſed with that 


revetence which the thought of thy om 
nipotence neceſſarily inſpires. Wherever 

we turn, we behold thy bounty and wiſ- 
dom fully diſplayed. To reaſon's purer eye 
thou ſhineſt forth in the meaneſt object 
that creation preſents; in the inanimate and 
ſenſeleſs parts of the material world, as well 
D „ 
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as in the living and active. Direct we our 


eyes to what is beautiful and alluring in 
the variegated proſpect around us? Thou 


art there, all perfection, benevolence, and 
love. Or contemplate we the rude and 


tremendous with which the ſofter charms 
of nature are ſo majeſtically blended ? 


There too thou appeareſt in a form which 
produces on the mind the moſt ſedate and” 
ſolemn impreſſions. We trace thy foot- 


ſteps alike on the lofty hill and in the deep 


deſcending valley, in the gloomy wood and 


in the expanded plain. Inſpired with ſacred 
tranſport, we ſee thee ſmiling as it were in 


the flowers and verdure which cloathe the 
meadows in ſuch fimple elegance and charm- 


ing variety. The fanning breezes diffuſe the 


odoriferous exhalations of the fields around, 


and the whole air is fragrance ; but all this 


richneſsof perfume is thy breath alone. When 

the birds, ſweetly warbling their artleſs notes 
on every bough, fill the groves with muſic, 
thy voice isin the melody. Amidſt the bright- 


neſs of the riſing morning thou art ſeen, 


| unutterably glorious, inimitably fair! And 


when 
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when ſtill evening approaches and the gray 
twilight gently ſhadows all things, in the 
milder landſcape we behold thee, though ar- 
rayed in leſs ſplendor, yet not leſs adorable 
and lovely. We hear thee in the whiſpering 
gale of ſpring, and in the tempeſtuous blaſt 
of winter. The day is thine, the night alſo 
7s thine: Thou haſt prepared the light and the 
Sun. Thou haſt made Summer and winter. 
'The ſeaſons, in their various ſtages and re- 
volutions, are full of thee ! the regular and 
well- ordered changes of the year proclaim 

the all- preſiding God. Univerſal Parent of 
Being, wondrous Original of all that is ex- 
cellent and good! in humble adoration we 
own thy preſence, and climb to the foot of 
thy throne in ardent ſtrains of thankſgiv- 

ing and triumph; ſtill offering up the 
grateful incenſe of praiſe, whether thou de- 
ſcendeſt in lenient dews and gentle ſhowers, 
refreſhing the earth, and infuſing through 
every part vital energy and ſweetneſs, or 
comeſt flying in dreadful majeſty upon the 
wings of the whirlwind, pavilioned amidſt 

thick clouds and darkneſs, and hurling the 
8 furious 
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furious tempeſt abroad; whether thou 


ſpeakeſt to us amidſt the ſoft murmurs 


of the ſighing gale, or uttereſt thy voice in 


the thunder, peal rolling upon peal, and 


ſcattering terror and confuſion over the 


trembling world. There is not an atom 
through the whole extent of Creation which 
does not confeſs thy univerſal hand: Thou 


ſtill preſerveſt that exiſtence which it firſt 


owed to Thee! Diffuſed as thou art through 
every point of ſpace, both within the circle 


of the material ſyſtem, and beyond it too, 


in that infinite expanſion, that uniform 


abyſs, where thought wanders without end, 
utterly confounded and loſt; diffuſed too 
through heaven and the 5 08 of heavens, 


how vain to think of flying from Thee ! 


Abſurd, deceitful dream ! But who among 


thy creatutes can harbour ſo ungrateful, ſo 
depraved a thought? None but he whoſe 
accumulated iniquity has eradicated all thoſe 
pleaſing hopes/ of comfort and protection 
which flouriſh in the breaſt of him whoſe 


angelic ſanctity of heart and manners eſ- 


tabliſhes 
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tabliſhes his confidence in the divine good- 
neſs on the ſureſt foundations. He only, 
afraid of meeting thee, would fain turn his 
head aſide from thy beatific Preſence, his 
tortured imagination anticipating the juſt 
vengeance of his offended God. But, in 
ſpite of all his endeavours, he finds that 
thou beſetteſt him behind and before, and layeſt 
thy hand upon him. Ifhe ſeeks refuge under 
the ſable covert of midnight, and ſays, ſurely 
Ihe darkneſs ſhall conceal me; even the night 
Hall be light about him. For the darkneſs 
hideth not from thee; but the night ſhineth 
as the day : the darkneſs and the light are both 
alike to Thee, Prepoſterous attempt! im- 
pious audacity! as ſoon might he expect to 
eſcape from himſelf as from Thee. 


And are we thus awfully circumſtanced! 
Can nothing elude the vigilance of that 
great and independent Power who fills Im- 
menſity! Whither then for ſhelter ſhall 
the guilty fly? In vain they call on the 
rocks and mountains to fall upon them, 
and hide them from the face of Him who 
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ſitteth on the eternal throne arrayed in 
dreadtul majeſty, To what can they have 
recourſe, lamentably ſituated as they are ? 
The remedy to be applied in ſo deſperate 
an extremity is ever at hand, Tis true, 
the wounds which fin has torn open in 


their ſouls are deep, and apparently incura- 
ble. But is there no balm in Gilead? Is 


there no phyſician there? Has not their 


Saviour himſelf uttered this gentle invita- 


tion? Come unto me, all ye that labour, and 


are heavy-laden, and I will give you reſt. 

Have they not power to forſake the paths | 
into which folly has enticed them? thoſe 
fatal paths, where the roſes which bloom 


around in ſuch profuſion, and ſeem ſo in- 
viting to the touch, conceal beneath their 
leaves a thouſand thorns, to wound and 
tear the hand which is unhappily held forth 
to crop them! Shun the alluring road 
which infallibly leads at laſt to deſtruQtion, 


and walk in that ſafer way, which although 


not quite ſo ſmooth and delightful, will 


ſoon conduct you to the land of unutterable 
bliſs and — pleaſures, Henceforth 
determine 
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determine upon ſuch a condu& as ſhall 
need no ſhelter from that unerring Judge, 
before whoſe eyes, ten thouſand times 
brighter and more piercing than the ſun, 
the thickeſt darknefs vaniſhes, the cloſeſt 
_ diſguiſe gives way. Return without delay, 
like the repenting prodigal, to that in- 
dulgent Father whom you have unnaturally 
| deſerted, and bending low before him with 
all the marks of unfeigned ſorrow, earneſtly 
implore his forgiveneſs, and ſay, Father 
(if that tender title be yet allowed me), . 9 
| have finned before thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy ſon. Run into the 
arms of Redeeming Love, widely extended 
as they are for your reception, and in thoſe 
ſacred ſtreams which ſtained the bleeding 
croſs, waſh your offences away. For ſo 
unſpeakably gracious is this Redeeming 
Love, that it will at any time accept the 
ſigh of heart-felt contrition, nor ever turn 
away from the prayers of the deſtitute and 
wretched. Its whole delight is to admi- 
niſter internal ſuccour and tranquillity, to 
pour the reviving balm of conſolation into 
© & the 
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the minds of the diſtreſſed, and heal "7 
wounds of the broken- -hearted. And now 
deſcending from the ſkies, it calls you in 
the moſt perſuaſiye accents. Lo! with the 
hand of a reſiſtleſs conqueror, it bars up the 
joyleſs realms of night, and throws open for 
your encouragement and admiſſion the 
gates of everlaſting day. The golden op- 
portunity 1 {till offered you of cancelling 
your former errors, and blotting them out 
from the records of heaven for ever. With 
what gratitude and extaſy ought this un- 
merited advantage to overwhelm your 
hearts! Properly avail yourſelves of it, 
and then ſhall you ſolicit the preſence of 
your Creator as eagerly as you now attempt 
to fly from it: the cauſe now of diſ- 
quietude, trepidation, and diſmay, it 
ſhall then prove an inexhauſtible ſource 
of triymph, confidence, and joy. In the 
ſeaſon of proſperity it ſhall heighten your 
happineſs, and in the needful hour of ad- 
verſity communicate unfailing ſuccour. 
Obey the injunctions of his love, importu- 
nately ſue for his favour alone, and ſpurn 
With 
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with indignation 'every meaſure which 
tends to deprive you of it. How harſh and 
rigorous is the ſervice of that world to 
which you are fo blindly attached! After 
all your toil, how precarious your reward! 
and eyen if you obtain it, how unſatisfac- 
tory does 1t prove, how totally different 
from that ſource of compleat felicity which 
it promiſed and you expected to find! But 
the commandments of your Maker are far 
from being grievous ; the labour of obe- 
dience (if a labour) 1s pleafing, and the re- 
compence certain. His yoke is eaſy, and 
his burden is ligbt. What does he require 
of us? Not thouſands of rams, or ten thou- 
ſands of rivers of oil; but to do j uſtly, to love 


miercy, and to walk bumbly with aur God. 


Himſelf hath told us by his Prophet, that 
his commandment 7s not * hidden from us, 
neither is it far off. It is not in heaven that we 
ſbould jay, Who fhall go up for us to heaven, 
and bring it to us, that we may hear it, and 
da it ? He has clearly ſet before us Good 


* Deut. XXX. 11, 12. 
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and Evil, and, as the inſeparable conſe- 
quences of theſe, Life and death. - Chooſe 
the former, and then you ſhall be able to 
meet him whom now you dread, unter- 
rified—unrelucant, the frowns of his an- 
ger appearing no more, but ſoftened down 
into the endearing ſmiles of acceptance 
and mercy,—Every cauſe removed which 
could induce them to with for his abſence, 
they will look back upon their paſt conduct 
with horror, and wonder at that preſump- 
tion which framed fo impious a wiſh. 
Baſking with a pleaſure unknown before 
in the glorious ſunſhine of his looks, they 
will ſhudder at the bare idea of that me- 
lancholy gloom in which they were for- 
merly involved. 1 . 


How oppoſite are the emotions which 
| ſeize upon the breaſt of guilt to thoſe which 
the good man experiences when he: caſts 
his view around him! He with ineffable 
delight contemplates . the Omnipreſent 
Deity. Unblemithed with-the commiſſion 
of any deed which would ſhun the inſpec- 

tion 
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tion of his all-pervading glance, he can 
look up to heaven with an heart-felt com- 
placency and confidence which all the 
treaſures of the univerſe cannot purchaſe, 
nor all its powers combined take away. 
It is the idea of being encircled on every 
ſide by eternal Majeſty and goodneſs, which 
conſtitutes the happineſs of his life, De- 
prive him of this grand ſupport, and all his 
hopes and comforts fall in a moment to 
the ground, His faculties all refined and 
transformed as it were by its celeſtial ener- 
gy, he ſees the face of nature in a point of 
view unknown to the reſt of mankind. 
Every object receives a tincture from that 
beam of heavenly light which irradiates his 
ſoul. To his eye the ſun darts forth an 
additional ſplendor, and earth and ſkies 
appear more beautiful ; for both in earth and 
ſkies, Communicative Source of beauty and 
perfection! he diſcovers nothing but Thee. 
That inward ſerenity and compoſure, that 
holy and uniform glow of ſatisfaction 
which he feels from a conſciouſneſs of the | 
univerſality of the Great Eſſential Preſence, F 


diffuſes | 
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diffuſes new charms and luſtre over every 
thing around him. Forms which are in- 
viſible to the groſs eye of ſenſuality diſ- 
cloſe themſelves to his purer organs, ar- 
rayed in all the graces of heaven, and 
unite with him in bliſsful intercourſe. _ 
Voices with which the wicked are never 
favoured are continually ſounding in his 
ear, and, in ſeraphic accents, whiſperin g 
ſacred peace and rapture to his ſoul! When 
the iron ſhafts of adverſity fly thick around 
him, and the gathering clouds of affliction 
come lowering over his head, his heart is 
a ſtranger to fear, he ſuffers not his forti- 
| tude to droop, but cries out, Thou, my 
_' God, art ever with me, Thou art on my 
right hand and on my left. Why ſhould 
J fear, ſurrounded with ſuch a defence? 
Though I walk in the midſi of trouble, thou 
wilt ſuſtain and comfort me, Thou ſhall 
Areich forth thine hand againſt the fury of 
mine enemies, and thy right hand ſhall ſave 
me. Thou art my rock and impregnable 
fortreſs. Thou art the Sreagts of my heart, 
and ” portion for ever ! 


Ws 
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Were it poſſible for the perſon of this 
devout deſcription to ſuppoſe, that his hea- 
venly Maker could once be abſent, or in- 


different to the concerns of his ere bes, ; 


how diſconſolate an appearance to hit view 


would the face of nature wear! the Whole 
world would ſeem a meer empty ſolitude, and 


its moſt beautiful ſcenes a formleſs gloomy 


chaos. To be deſerted by this beſt of 
friends, would be a thouſand times more 


terrible than death itſelf, Father of light 


and life! ſince thou art continually pre- 
ſent to diſpenſe thy aid, no enterprize ſeems 


_ arduous to him, no ſuffering ſeems levere. 


But ſhouldſt thou withdraw thy enlivening 


preſence from him, all his ſupports would 


vanith in a moment, all his faculties would 


ſeem ſuſpended ; every difficulty would 


become inſuperable, every affliction intoler- 
able. The conſolations which the officious 
world could offer would communicate no 


ſolid joy, nor even a tranſient gleam of ſa- 


tisfaction. 


Thrice 


— 
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Thrice happy he, who, thus under 
every event, is the ſame—all truſt, ſub- 
miſſion, and complacency : and none but 
the man can be fo, who entertains a pro- 
per conviction of the divine omnipreſence. 
Profoundly impreſſed with this animating 
idea, he cannot complain ; or, if he ſhould 
be prompted by adverſity and diſtreſs to 
Join the mournful exclamations of the 
Pſalmiſt, 1 am poor and needy, and my 
' heart is wounded within me, it is only for 
a moment; he immediately recollects him- 
ſelf, his better thoughts prevail: conſci- 
ous that his witneſs is in heaven, and his 
record on high, that his God bears con- 
tinual teſtimony to his invariable adherence 
to his duty, he cries, Thy will be done; 
This conſideration baniſhes every ſymptom 
of deſpondency, and calms the tumult of 
his ſoul. Should it be his fate to transfer 
his abode into diſtant and inhoſpitable 
climes, to exchange his loved native ſoil 
for the ſcorching ſands of Libya or the 
| ſhows of Zembla, he would not heſitate a 
moment; but, like the Patriarch, who, 
in 
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in obedience to the divine call, relinquiſhed 
his kindred and his father's houſe, would 
chearfully comply; for well he knows, 
that to whatever region he is removed, he 
cannot be where his God is abſent; and 
therefore to him all places are alike. Were 
1 placed (fays he) in the remoteſt and 
molt deſolate corner of the univerſe, even 
there ſhould thy hand lead me; and thy 
right hand ſhould hold me. I cannot go 
where the traces of thy goodneſs are not 
vifible. 


The reflection that he is ſupported by an 
almighty arm, and overſhadowed by an all- 
protecting wing, would chear him benu mbed 
on frozen plains, or panting amidſt the 
torrid wilderneſs; it would have power to 
convert the forlorn and dreary ſolitude, 
| where neither human face ever appeared, 
nor human foot ever trod, into a lively 


blooming landſcape, crowned with unfading 


flowers and verdure; it would make Para- 
diſe itſelf ſpring around him. In a word, 
the felicity which he derives from the conſi- 

4 „ deration 


deration of an Omnipreſent Creator, is equal 
to the intenſe dread and torment which the 
fame thought communicates to the minds of 
the depraved and vicious. 


So enviable a ſatisfaction, ſuch exalted joy, 
who would not wiſh to experience ? What 
advantage of intelle& or fortune 1s worthy 

to be compared with ſuch celeſtial confi- +» 
dence and equanimity ! Let us then aſſi- 
duouſly purſue the conduct neceflary fot 
obtaining it, uniting with our own efforts 
our ardent ſupplications to Him from whom 
alone every good and every perfect gift de- 
ſcends. Let our minds be for ever impreſſed 
with the idea of a Being, armed with irreſiſ- 
tible power, in whoſe hand is the foul of 
every living thing, and the breath of all 
mankind, who occupies Eternity and Im- 
menſity, to whom every thought we form 
is perfectly known, and from whom no 
ſecrets are hid, who will come at the final 
retribution of all things with majeſty and 
glory inconceivable to judge the world he 
made, atttended by cherubim and ſeraphim, 
ä 5 and 


CC 
and all the orders of angels ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand; While all who are in 
the graves ſhall hear his voice, and, ſum- 
moned by the thunder of the awful trump, 
crowd in innumerable millions around his 
great tribunal, the bad deſtined to the re- 
gions of infernal night, but the good to 

the radiant ſeats of never-ending day, 
there to ſhine like the brightneſs of the 
firmament, and like the ſtars for ever and 
ever ! 


Ves! He ſhall come (his own word has 
declared it) and with a ſun- beam point out, 
in the view both of men and angels, our in- 
moſt conceptions, and, according to our 
negligence or induſtry in regulating them, 
' ſhall hurl us down to everlaſting puniſh- 
ment, or, configning us to Lite eternal, 
give his angels charge to waft us on their 
wings up to "The manſions of immortal bliſs. 
Let this moſt important of truths maintain 
an unlimited influence over our thoughts, 
words, and actions, in order to put the 
whole train of vice aud vanity to flight. But 
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more particularly ſhould it be enforced 
upon the ſoul when anger, revenge, or any 
other internal foe to our repoſe, begins to 
ſteal upon us, that it may check the leaſt 
commotion at the moment of its birth, leſt, 
in conſequence of indulgence, it riſe to a 
\ tempeſt not to be appeaſed, and bear down 
before it with irreſiſtible violence all the 
fine affections of the ſoul—thoſle affections, 
the conſtant culture of which is ſo eſſential 
both to its temporal tranquillity and its eternal 
welfare. By an indefatigable vigilance, we 
ſnall fortify it againſt every bad impreſſion. 
Removing from our eyes that film which 
obſcures them, thoſe pernicious vapours 
which ariſe from too cloſe attention to the 
objects of ſenſe, we ſhall view diſtinctly, 
and with ſolemn joy, the Deity every where 
diffuſed around us. Hence in every emer- 
gency ſupport and confolation ſhall be ours. 
We ſhall rife ſuperior to the little accidents 
of life, and poſſeſs minds not to be ruffled 
by the viciſſitudes of fate, not to be injured 
by its fierceſt ſtorms. Whatever dangers 
and diſtreſſes can befall us, their united at- 
; » tacks 
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tacks ſhall not ſhake; much leſs overcome 
us; dejection and deſpair ſhall be far from 
dur boſoms. For is it poſſible to ſink be- 
heath the heavieſt burden that misfortune 
dan inflict, if we conſider that Omnipotence 
and unbounded mercy ſurround us, and 
will, if our real good requires it, repel the 
darts that affail us in the twinkling of an 
eye, and convert our mourning into joy. 
Yes (enlivening thought! powerful cordial 
to the wounded and drooping heart!) 
though plunged into the loweſt abyſs of 
grief and miſery, our God would find us; a 
ray of comfort from him would dart acrofs 
our breaſts, and, diſfipating the horrid night 
in which we ſit inveloped, give us a glim- 
mering of celeſtial day! 


Try me, 0 God, and * the ground of my 
heart, prove me, and examine my thougbts, 
iwas the devout ejaculation ſuggeſted to the 
Pfalmiſt by the awful contemplation of his 
great Creator's ubiquity. Nor, can any 
thing be more juſt and becoming than this 
1 fervent 
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fervent petition; for ſince our moſt trivial 
imaginations as well as actions are to become 
the objects of the divine ſcrutiny and judge- 
ment hereafter, it is of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence to beg the divine aſſiſtance here, in or- 
der to keep them in due ſubordination to the 
ſenſe of our duty. Alarming and terrible 
inveſtigation! Oh how will they undergo 
ſo ſtrict, ſo impartial a teſt! Who can tell 
how often he offendeth? O eradicate every 
latent miſchief from my heart, and cleanſe 
me from my ſecret faults, Happy the man, 
if ſuch there be, who can ſay, I have a con- 
ſcience void of offence. How averſe are we 
by nature to that which is good! how prone 
to that which is evil! My God, if thou art 
extreme to mark what is done amiſs, oh, who 
all be able to endure it! Situated as we are, 
how ought our affections to be elevated 
above ſublunary things! All our thoughts 
and inclinations ſhould either come from 
or go to heaven, like the angelic hoſt 
aſcending and deſcending upon the 


myſtic ladder 1 in the favoured patriarch” * 
viſion, | | 


O Thou 
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0 Thou, who takeſt no pleaſure i in the 
death of a ſinner but hadit rather that he 
ſhould turn from his wickedneſs and live, 
Maker of all things, omniſcient Judge of all 
men! look down with an eye of paternal | 
compaſſion on theinfirmities of thy offending 
creatures. In conſideration . of the merits 
and atonement of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, par- 
don the affronts of which we from time to 
time have been guilty, by thought, word, 
and deed, towards thy divine majeſty. The 
remembrance of them is grievous and op- 
preſſive to our ſouls, the burden of them is 
intolerable. All- righteous Inſpector of the 
heart, Thou who art witneſs to every 
lurking embryo of vice and folly there, 
think upon the frailty of our frame, con- 
ſider that we are but duſt, and have mercy 
upon us. Influence us by the operation of 
thy Spirit to forſake the paths of iniquity, 
and lead us in the way everlaſting: that 
we may be qualified for appearing at thy 


auguſt tribunal on that decifive day, when 


the great archangel's trump ſhall ſum- 
mon the trembling univerſe to judge- 


E 3 ment; 
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ment; for if the righteous themſelves ſearcely. 
be ſaved, if even their beſt actions are un- g 
worthy of thy acceptance, where, oh 
where, in that tremendous criſis, all ths 


god? ly and the f fm nner appear ? . 


_ » * * LA 72 7 2d *. 7 A. 4 8 * — N 
JJ U¹ðiun ᷣ e d y Co ar es as W 9 ö : 
8 V )))VCõõã ˙ò »â Vu. d 8 ce” 7s e ea Prod ne oh deaf oe 
ee DO as i ee EO fc 27, 3 8 | 77 : x HENS Gon es Sd EN He 
355 ET” 2a, 7 E 72 N 0% 4 « 1 3 * WP , 2 re 2 5 Ic 7 ty LA IEF. 3 5 N 
n 8 2 D 55 . 3 8 T 2 . 35 N FFT ee 1 n Oh rs ts: 
. 2 F: ks 4 4 2 WO + N NE 8 L "4 


1 „ oo 


REVELATIONS vii. 17. 


7 he Lamb which is in the mid of the throne 

ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them un- 
10 living fountains of waters: and God 
Pall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes. | 


H A T a profuſion of genuine and 
exalted bliſs is promiſed here! but 
: to hom? to them who have waſhed their 


robes and made them white in the blood of 


the Lamb 5 in other words, to them who 
deny themſelves, take up their croſs, and 
follow their Saviour with a reſolution to 
war, under his holy banners, with what- 
ever militates againſt their duty. The 
N EL Tz Whole 
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whole ſacred Volumes do not preſent us 


with a paſſage more beautifully deſcriptive 


of the felicity enjoyed by the inhabitants 
of the celeſtial regions, than theſe words of 
the inſpired Evangeliſt, How lively and 
delightful an image do they convey to the 
mind! How admirably calculated are they 
for adminiſtering comfort to the heart when 
torn wit! a! they can alleviate the 
burden of thc heavieſt diſtreſs, and bluut 
the itings of the moſt pungent ſorrow. It 


was indeed for this gracious end that they 
were uttered by the Spirit of truth and love. 
And when we reflect on the numerous cala- 


mities and dire perſecutions which after- 
wards aflaulted the Chriſtian Cl urch, we 
cannot but think them peculiarly ſeaſon- 
able, and even highly necefſary, together 
with all the other diſcoveries Secs in 


this ſublime and myſterjous book, the A bo- 
calypſe. Without ſome conſolation of this 
nature, it muſt inevitably have ſunk be- 


neath the accumulated weight of its afflic- 
tions. But leaning on the impregnable 
ſu pport which the anumating promiſes con- 


tained 
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tained in this Book afforded it, encouraged 
by thoſe dazzling proſpects of future felicity 
here fully diſplayed before its view, it re- 
tained ſtedfaſt and immoveable, it defied 
the united attacks of its adverſaries, and ſtill 
roſe ſuperior in that vehement conteſt 
which the kingdom of darkneſs, actuated 
by implacable malice, maintained againſt 
the kingdom of light. Thus aflured that 
it was diſtinguiſhed by the care of an Al- 
mighty Protector, who watched with parti- 
cular attention over its intereſt, it perſevered 
in its attachment to that Religion which 
it had received from above with a fortitude 
and magnanimity more thanhuman. That 


wonderful conſtancy which ſo ſignally diſ- 


tinguiſhed it from all others, and that inex- 


hauſtible fund of comfort which it experi- 
enced, were all derived from this ſource. 
Well it knew that its light affliction was 
but for a moment, and would work out for 
it a weight of glory, not only ſuperlative- 
ly great, but, what | 18 more, eternal. 


The 
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The moſt inveterate foe to Chriſtianity, 


on reading the account of thoſe unparalleled 


barbarities and torments which the adhe- 
rents to this Religion preferred before the 
relinquiſhment of it, cannot but infer, that 


ſtupendous indeed muſt be the efficacy of 


that Creed which could ſupport the mind 
in ſuch great and terrible extremities. The 
difficulties and perils which they had to en- 


counter with, during the primitive ages, 
_ would have been ſufficient to ſubdue the 


reſolutions, and fruſtrate the philoſophy of 


the beſt and wiſeſt among the heathens. 


But, to the immortal honour of the Chriſ- 
tian Name it is recorded, that the ſevereſt 


trials and the moſt excruciating bodily in- 
fictions could not repreſs the ardor of their 

_ zeal; their allegiance to their heavenly 
Leader continued ſtill uniform and inviolate. 
Nothing appeared intolerable or tremen- 
dous, nothing hard or diſcouraging, while 
they looked not at the things which were 
ſeen, but at the things which were not 
ſeen: they turned away their eyes with 
contempt from temporal and earthly ob- 
jects, and kept them continually fixed on 
things 
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things celeſtial and eternal. They had an 
incorruptible Crown in view : this kindled 
within them a degree of divine emulation; 
and they ran to obtain it with indefatigable 
induſtry. They had received an explicit 
aſſurance from aboye (and they required no 
more) that if they finiſhed their toilſome pil- 
grimage here below with the approbation of 
their God, and perſiſted in their obedience 
even to death, they ſhould participate in 
the inheritance of the Saints in light, that 
the Lamb which is in the midſt of the 
Throne ſhould feed them, and lead them 
to living fountains of waters, and that God 
himſelf ſhould wipe away every | tear from 
their eyes. 


It is worthy of our obſervation, that in 
this figurative and ſublime paſſage the ima- 
ges are borrowed from ſcenes of rural life. 
Theſe, it is well known, have in all ages 
been regarded as the principal abodes of in- 
nocence and happineſs. This is not only 
the language of the poet, but of the hiſ- 

torian alſo. Both have concurred in in- 
forming 
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forming us, that leſs of depravity and guilt 
is to be met with in theſe ſeats of tranquil- 
lity than in the more expoſed and fre- 
quented paths of life; and that they are 


privileged, in ſome meaſure, with an im- 
munity from the common lot entailed on 


every other place below, vexation, diſap- 
pointment, and miſery, This ſeems. the 


reaſon that the joys of the heavenly ſpirits 

are repreſented under the figure of ſylvan 
ſcenes. That exuberance of bliſs which 
ſurrounds them 1s metaphorically expreſſed 


by living fountains of waters. What pro- 


f priety and beauty n the expreſ- 


ſion! How pleaſing the idea which it ex- 
cites! the fountain being no leſs refreſhing 
and agreeable to the imagination than to 


the groves and meadows through which it 
flows, and by that vital nouriſhment and 


renovation of vigour which it diſpenſes to 


the traveller fainting with exceſs of thirft C 
and wearinefs, happily giving an idea of 


that complete beatitude, which, overflowing 
the divine abodes, refreſhes, invigorates, 
and CY may be allowed the expreſſion) 

| celeſ- 
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celeſtializes more and more the nature of 
the ſons of light. It would have been im- 
poſſible to delineate objects ſo great and ex- 
alted, fo infinitely removed from ſenſe, by 


any other means with any degree of ſuc- 


ceſs. The inſpired authors ſeem to have 


been convinced by their uſe of rural imagery 


on every great occaſion, that it was the moſt 
proper for conveying in a ſtriking manner 


ideas of innocence and ſimplicity. Accord- 
ingly the Saviour of the world himſelf is 


ſtyled the immaculate and unblemiſhed 


lamb: how expreſſive an emblem of his in- 


offenſive demeanour, his unpreſuming gen- 


tleneſs and meekneſs! and, in other places 
of the ſacred writings, he engages our vene- 
ration, and commands our love, under the 


character of a ſhepherd feeding his flock, 
gathering the lambs with his arm, carrying 
them in his boſom, and gently leading thoſe 


that are with young. This indeed is a cha- 


racter which he ſeems to take a peculiar 
pleaſure in aſſuming; repreſenting, by that 
ſolicitude and vigilance with which the good 

ſhepherd 
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ſhepherd provides for the fafety and welfare 
of his flock, his own unbounded regard and 
affection for his creatures. 


But to revert to the point whence we 
have been unavoidably led away, the moſt 
agreeable and charming picture which the 
natural world can ſuggeſt is here applied 
in the moſt judicious manner to that pure 
and immenfe felicity enjoyed in the imma- 
terial world. We can, however, form but a 
very imperfect idea of it from this deſcrip- 
tion, which; although the moſt adequate 
that human language could furniſh, is yet 
very far from correſponding with the gran- 
deur and ſublimity of its ſubject. It is in- 
dieed beyond the ability of human fancy to 
delineate it in its native luſtre and perfec- 
tion. How can a frail finite comprehenſion 
graſp what is infinite? Attempt it not, O 
mortal, but employ the few fleeting years 
allotted thee here, in a manner more ſuit- 
able to thy nature and dependant ſtate. 
Look up to heaven with an eye of humble 
confidence and hope3 contemplate the bright 


 tewards 
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rewards reſerved for unſullied integrity and 
goodneſs, not with a motive of idle curioſity, 
and for the ſake of acquiring fame by thy 
profound reſearches, but with the nobler view 
of animating thy obedience, and be ever ſoli- 
citous to purſue ſuch a courſe of action as 

cannot fail of entitling thee to thoſe re- 
wards. Although infinitely ſurpaſſing thy 
deſerts, yet they are placed within thy reach _ 
by the indulgence of a dying Saviour, whoſe 

all-ſufficient merits will atone for thy de- 
ficiencies, and give thee a competent claim, 
in thy Maker's ſight, to thoſe ineſtimable 


privileges. 


The Apoſtle tells us, that eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive what an 
inexhauſtible fund of happineſs God hath 
prepared for them that love him. How 
glorious a prize is exhibited to ſtimulate our 
1nduſtry ! Here we behold the great diſtinc= 
tion which conſtitutes the dignity and glory 
of humanity. Man is a feeble helpleſs be- 
ing, liable to a thouſand diſaſters and incon- 


1 veniences 
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veniences which he can neither foreſee nor 


remove. Dwelling in a world where every 


thing is pregnant with viciſſitudes and ſor- 
rows, ſolitary and forlorn indeed would be 


his lot, were his exiſtence, views, and ex- 


pectations to terminate with the preſent life. 


Inſtead of having been made, according to 


the royal Pſalmiſt's deſcription, but little 


inferior to the angels, and crowned with 
glory and honour, he would be inferior, 


upon the whole, even to the brutal part of 
the creation. In ſhort, the hope once re- 
moved of a ſtate of bliſsful retribution in a 


future world, man were of all creatures the 


| moſt miſerable; his condition here would 
become an inexplicable myſtery. But 


when we extend our view beyond the grave, 


when we conſider that the preſent is but 
the earneſt as it were, the opening bud, the 
firſt imperfe& ſtage of his exiſtence, and. 
_ contemplate the unbounded joys reſerved 
for the juſt when this faint dawning” of ter- 


reſtial life ſhall be over, and the vaſt ho- 


nors deſtined as their portion through all 
Eternity, each gloomy ſhade vaniſhes, the 


proſpect 
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; proſpeR quickly clears up, and brightens 
into meridian day. How full of extaſy the 
thought, that, when death releaſes him from 
the groſs impediment of clay which keeps 
him oroveling here below, he ſhall riſe to the 
life of angels, ſee his glorious Maker face to 
face, and baſk in the noon-day blaze of 
his perfections, in thoſe regions where 
reigns fulneſs of joy, and pleaſure for ever- 
e 


Hail, ye exalted ſcenes of permanent fe- 
licity ! hail, ye enjoyments! ye which alone 
areworthyofthename! Immeaſurably great, 
ineffably delightful, exempt from decay or 
diminution, for ever flowing in one conſtant, - 
regular, and copious, ſtream! how perfect a 
contraſt do ye form to the diſappointments, 
vexation, and miſery which infeſt theſe | 
| dreary climes below! How contemptible, 
when ſet in competition with you, appears 
every joy and every pleaſure here! When 
- your tranſcendent glories engage the ima- 
gination, thoſe fond deſires, which had at- 
tached themſelves ſo eagerly to ſub- 
. lunary 
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lunary trifles, relinquiſh their hold, arid 


fix themſelves on you and heaven alone. 


- Looking around him on this wretched. 
World, Ali comparing its poor imperfect 


gratifications, precarious at beſt, with 
that confummate bliſs which ye cannot fail 
to communicate, the good man wiſhes 
for the wings of a dove that he may fly 
away, and be at reſt with you. Tis nothing 
but a perpetuity of happineſs which ought | 


to engage our attention and purſuit. We 
took in vain for this perpetuity below; we 


look in vain for happineſs indeed: had it 
been attainable in this defective ſtate, it 
could not poſſibly have eluded the anxious 
and unwearied ſearchofd Solomon , thegreateſt 5 
of monarchs, and the wiſeſt of men. His 
elevation above the reſt of mankind, no 
Jeſs by his conſummate abilities and wiſdom 
than by his imperial rank and dignity, gave 
him opportunities and advantages which no 
other perſon ever enjoyed. Happineſs Was 
the conſtant object of his deſires: he ſought 
it in wealth, magnificence, honour, Know- 


5 | ledge, and — J he — it aftiduoufly, 


- +, but 
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but he found it not. It ſtill fled before him, 
like an empty ſhadow, an illuſive phantom. 
Sad experience preſently convinced bim, that 
all beneath the ſun was vanity and vexation 
of Spirit! Yes, the ſublime delights of hea» 
ven alone are perpetual and completely ſa- 
tisfactory; they alone are immutable and 


eternal; and conſequently to them alone 


mo our affections and our wiſhes to 


Hither then, O my ſoul, turn all thy 
care. Purify thyſelf trom that feculence 
which thou haſt contracted from a perpe- 
tual intercourſe with the world. Renounce 
| thoſe ſordid aims which centre in terreſtrial 
pleaſures alone, and devote thyſelf to em- 
ployments more congenial with thy nature. 
Caſt off the fetters which confine thee to 
this low ball of earth, and riſe on the eagle 
15 wings of devotion into the heaven of hea- 
vens. Behold the manſions of everlaſting 

day opening wide their cryſtal portals, to 
admit thee; behold angels beckoning from 
the Kies; And calling thee to participate in 
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| 


thoſe divine enjoyments which thy Rez. 


n deemer, by the effuſion of his ſacred blood; £5 


hath procured for thee and all mankind.- 
Go then and dwell for ever there. For the 


ſake of thoſe en joyments, think nothin g too. 


valuable to reſign. On them keep thy view 


for ever rivtted; and then earthly terpta- 


tions ſhall call thee down in vain; the 


8 ſplendor « of ſublunary excellence ſhall fade, 


and mortal pomp and glory loſe. their 
charms. The endeavour to attain thoſe infi- 


nitely ſuperiour objects ſho!l entirely ſuper- 


ſede every other concern. Weigh the glo- 


rious acquiſition aganiſt whatever toi or dif- 
ficulty may attend it, and it cannot fail in- 
Rantancouſly to preponderate; it ſhall abun- | 
dantly over pay any temporary inconvenience; 


that thou mayſt ſuſtain. 'Tis this conſidera- 
tion which ought to make the ſufferings of 


the preſent moment appear light, and 
5 unworthy of a fingle complaint. Twas 
this which made St. Paul exclaim, at the . 


thought of the fetters and afflictions which 
the Holy Spirit had announced as his doom 


| in every city, None of theſe things move 


Having a promiſe of that Crown of 
N 


ER, Bley e never e away, 85 thoſe ; 


immenſe rewards which tranſcend all con- 
ception, miſery, if it forms a juſt and rational 
compariſon, muſt think itſelf more than re- 


By compenſed for. every tear which it can ſhed; 


and every groan which rends 1 its boſom. 


Ceaſe chen, child of affliction, whoever 5 
thou art, to waſte thy hours in fruitleſs 

lamentations, and to breathe out the dic- . 

Kates of impatience and deſpair. Doſt 
5 thou languiſh beneath the iron rod of op- 
Preſſion and tyranny? ſupport thy droop- 
ing heart with the reflection that thou 
knowelt at preſent but in part, that only a 
very {mall part of the great plan of Provi- 
dence lies open to thy view, and therefore 
the judgment which thou paſſeſton the whole 
muſt be extremely defective and fallacious ; 
but that a time ſhall arr ive, when thou ſhalt 
know even as thou art known, when the 
whole ſyſtem ſhall be diſplayed before thee, 
and the mutual dependence and harmony 
of all its parts appear conſpicuous at firſt 
fight. Then ſhall theſe abodes of violence, 
| in juſtice, and cruelty, be exchanged for thoſe 
F 3 ore 
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more inviting ſeats, that charming land of 


peace, which the wicked can never trouble, 


and where the weary are at reſt, where the 
priſoners of inſolent and arbitrary power en- 


joy unmoleſted liberty, and the voice of the 
oppteſſor is heard no more. Be not there- 
fore weary in well- doing, for in due ſeaſon 
thou ſhalt reap the rich harveſt of thy virtue. 
if thou faint not. Or haſt thou experienced 


ſome grievous loſs, irreparable here below, 
which bends thy foul to the duſt in all the 
bitterneſs of grief and anguiſh? Has the 


friend of thy boſom, the child of thy heart, 


or the wife who was dearer to thee than life 
itſelf, fallen a victim to the great deſtroyer 


of human comfort, death, or been ſnatched 

from thee by ſome uncommon and dread- 

ful blow of fate? Yet ſuppreſs every mur- 
Look upwards to thoſe happy regions 


3 55 all which thou haſt loſt ſnall be re- 
; ſtored to thee far more valuable and wor» 


5 thy of thy affections than before; where 


thou, who canſt not call a ſin gle moment here 


thy own, ſhort-lived as the fading flower, 
tranſient as the paſſing gale, ſhalt be ex- 


alted to a felicity, of which no cruel acci- 
: dent 


SE R M O NAM „ 


dent can ever deprive thee, and which no 

reyolution of time or fate can diminiſh or 

ib jure; a felicity, which when thouſands 1 
and ten thouſands of ages have taken their. 

flight, ſhall be ſtill 5 yet never 

apt to cloy, commenſurate with the ex- 

ience of the Deity himſelf, flouriſhing and 

fair through all eternity! How valt, how 
ſtupendous a duration! Who“ can num- 
ber the ſand of the ſea, and the drops of 
rain, aud the days of eternity! anticipate 
that joyful period, when that which is 
perfect being come, and that which is 
in part being done away, thou, no longer 
the victim of licentious power, no longer 
doomed to drink of the cup of bitterneſs 
and woe, ſhalt mingle with avgels, and 
archangels, and all the company of heaven, 
if thou diſcharge thy duty on earth with 
that conſcientious fidelity which charac- 
terizes the ſervant of the Moſt High! Then 
ſhalt thou be admitted to the bliſstul lociety 
of the ſous of Light, and adore the un- 
veiled perfections of the Godhead, with that 
radiant multitude which no man can num- 


* Wiſd. chap. 5 N eee 
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ber, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, ſtanding before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, cloathed in white 
robes, and bearing palms in their hauds. 
The ſtarry crowns, the reward of perſever- 
ing virtue, ſhall be thine; the Lamb him 
| ſelf ſhall lead thee to living fountains of 
delight, and rivers of ever- flowing bliſs, 
there to refreſh thyſelf with copious 
draughts; and even thy God ſhall wipe 
away all tears from thine eyes. Placed in 
contraſt with this, the ſevereſt trials which 
can fall to thy lot will loſe all their terrors, _ 
and thy afflitions paſs away like the morn- 
ng cloud, and like the early dew. 


| Surely, were this conſideration indulged 
with that ardor and confidence which it 
deſerves, were the hope of immortal feli- 
city ſuffered to operate with its full energy 
: and force, it muſt have the happieſt effect 
on human life; the evils which infeſt the 
world, and render it the abode of miſery, 
would be totally eradicated and baniſhed ; 
the whole aſpect of the univerſe would be 


chan ged; 


3 | 
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changed; then would innocence deſcend 
from heaven in its genuine purity, and that 
golden age, which the poets fabled, be 
completely realized; univerſal peace and 
harmony would reign over the world. But 
this blisful æra we cannot expect to ſee 
while ſuch a blind and immoderate attach- 
ment to ſecular concerns prevails. | Vet, 
upon a rational eſtimation, what 1 is opu- 
jence or honour? What is dignity or re- 
nown? What all the pomp and parade 
which ſo much inchant mankind ? Are 
theſe the ſhrines at which they bow ? Are | 
| theſe the idcls which beings, deſtined for 
immortality, adore ! Glittering images of 
air, momentary deluſions! Can theſe 
brighten the gloom of the dying hour ? 
Can theſe alleviate. the final pang, or pur- 
chaſe one moment's reprieve from the king 
of terrors? Unthinking and imprudent vo- 
taries, do they ever afford you that ſatis- 
faction which they promiſed ? How pre- 
poſterous to ſet ſuch periſhable baubles in 
the balance with an immortal crown ! Can 
they communicate to the mind any ſolid, 
or even the ſmalleſt, relief! in the penſive 


ſeaſon 


ayes" ws ebrm.oidnhl ebacs cc ww oo. np. iy. 


| tific } joy, i in tranſports inexpreſſible! 1 
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ſeaſon of diſtreſs? No; but this hs 5 


of a future recompence in heaven can do: 
yes, it can effectually ſupport the ſoul in 


the moſt alarming and diſaſtrous exigencies. 
Aſk the martyr at the ſtake what it is that 
ſuſtains his fortitude, makes him look down 
with an aſpect ſo tranquil and ſerene upon 


the inſtruments of his torture, and ſmile at 


death itſelf. O Jeſu, (he cries) adorable 


name! in thee is my confidence and hope. 
This day, thou haſt aſſured me I ſhall be 
with thee in paradiſe, Welcome, thrice | 
; welcome, the devouring flame, ſince it will 
tranſlate me ſo ſoon to thee! Adieu, ye re- 
gions of diſquietude and ſorrow! Mortality 


18 vanquiſhed. The curtain drops, the im- 
mortal world appears. Ten thouſand daz- _ 


zling wonders riſe before me! 1 ſee the. 
heaven of heavens diſcloſing all its glo- 


ries! I forget my torments, they make 


not the ſmalleſt impreſſion upon me! ; &. 


find myſelf changed, my earthly nature re- 
fining into heavenly, and diſſolving in bea - 


Twas 
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"Twas on thoſe Wen reviving and glo- 
rious proſpects, which open beyond the 
grave, the Apoſtle” s view was fixed, when he 
faid with an air of triumph, that, although 
troubled on every fide, he was not diſ- 
treſſed; although perplexed, he was not 
in deſpair; although perſecuted, he was 
not forſaken ; although caſt down, not de- 
{troyed; and that although his material 
frame decayed and periſhed, yet his purer 
and immortal part was renewed and 
ſtrengthened day by day. He knew that 

i this earthly tabernacle were diſſolved, he 
had a building of God, an houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 


What thanks, what praiſes then, Re- 
deeming Love, are due to thee! thou 
who haſt thrown open before us the gates 
of everlaſting day, unlocked for us thoſe 
rich and inexhauſtible ſprings of conſola- 
tion, and placed within our reach the bliſs 
of angels! Hadſt thou not interpoſed, alas ! 
what had been the condition of fallen and 
miſerable man! Inſtead of that celeſtial 
paradiſe, which now e itſelf before 


him 
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him in full and tranſporting e "the 


hideous manſions of deſolation and deſpair 
muſt inevitably have been his doom. Fancy 
ſhudders at the bare view of his forlorn ſi- 


tuation, and deſcription drops its pencil, 
de to draw the gloomy picture, 


Revolving in our minds this circum- 
ſtance, glow not our hearts with the moſt 
exalted ſentiments of gratitude and reve- 


rence ? Do we not adore, with unfeigned 
affection, a bleeding Saviour, who died to 
reſtore and bleſs his fallen creatures—died 


to reſcue them from endleſs death ; and 


by his reſurrection from the diſmal caverns 
of the tomb procured for them an inheri- 


tance incorruptible, celeſtial, and which 


fadeth not away. 


| Encourged by the nee and ep 


aſſurances of eternal happineſs which he 


has given us, let us now proceed through 
the darkſome vale of mortal life, with a 
joy and triumph which depends not on 


worldly contingencies, Whatever tempta- 


tions : 
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tions ariſe, let us not relax a moment that 

diſcipline which he enjoins; whatever 
troubles we have to encounter with, let 
them not deter us from the performance of 
our duty; that when this preliminary 
ftate is over, when this dim twilight of 
temporal exiſtence has vaniſhed away, im- 
mortal felicity may dawn upon us, and 
our ſpirits be tranſlated to thoſe regions 
where all is unclouded day and beatific - 
tranquillity ; where the juſt, fully crowned 
with the glorious rewards of their obedi- 
ence, now ſhine like the brightneſs of the 


firmarnent, and like the leur, for ever and 
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REVELATION K. I, 


Aud T ſaw another mighty angel come down 
From heaven, chathed with a cloud, and 4 - 
rainbow was upon his head, and his face 
was as it were the ſun, and his feet as 


Pillars Y. fire. 


'N this ſolemn book, the Apocalypſe, 

with what an air of awful grandeur is 
the veil removed from futurity, and a mul- 
Alley of ſucceſſive events revealed which 15 
the church of God was deſtined to expe- 
rience in remote periods! The diverſity of 
ſcenes here diſplayed to our view is re- 
markably great and ſtriking: they are at 
one time mournful and terrible; at another, 


equaley 
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oof animating and delightful. St. 


John, in the two preceding chapters, fore- 
tells nothing but calamities and woes: his 
myſtic viſion is of the moſt dolorous and 
terrific nature. He tells us, that he ſaw 
the ſeven angels who ſtood before the 
throne of God : and to them were piven 
+ ſeven trumpets ; ſix of which were preſently 
| ſounded in due order. The univerſe, aghaſt 
and trembling, confeſſed the power of the 
tremendous blaſt, and aſſumed the moſt 
melancholy aſpe& ; an impetuous tempeſt 
of hail and fire, mingled with blood, enſu- 
ed; and the third part of the ſea became 
blood; and the third part of the living 
creatures in the ſea died. The ſun was 
| ſmitten, and the moon, and the ſtars, and 
deprived of a third part of their light. The 
| bottomleſs abyſs was opened, out of which 
aroſe, with ſudden and furious eruption, 
blaek torrents of ſulphureous ſmoke, like 
the ſteams of a mighty furnace, diffuſing 
their pitchy horrors far and wide, inſomuch 
that they entirely darkened the ſun and all 
the air. In ſhort, the face of nature re- 


ſembled : 
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written both within and wit! out, with la- 
mentation, and mourning, and woe! But 


how a fairer ſcene ſucceeds. A mighty 


angel deſcends from heaven clothed in 3 
lucid cloud, 2 rainbow with its orient cir- 
clet ſurrounding his head, the glories of 


his face outſhining the ſplendor of the me- 


ridian ſun, and his feet ſeeming to burn 


like two pillars of fire ! In this {tr pendous 


viſion we have the moſt ſolemn yet delight- 


Ful union of the majeſtic, the beautiful, 
and the terrible. How wonderiul an ef- 
fect muſt ſo magnificent and auguſt a diſ- 


play have had upon the Evangeliſt ! What 


ſublime ideas, ſublime beyond all deſcrip- 


tion, muſt it neceflarily have inſpired ! 
How muſt it have revived his drooping 


heart, and ſoothed his tertified ſpirit, after 


ſo great a contraſt, the ſcene of woe and 
horror to which he had been witneſs ! 


Deeply impreſſed as he was with a genuine 


zeal for the church, and an attectionate ſo- 


licitude for its welfare through ſucceeding. 


ages, his mind muſt have been greatly de- 
G jected 
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ſembled the prophet's roll, which was 
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” jected by the view of thoſe oppreſſions and 
afflictions which Abaddon, the enraged ſo- 
vereign of the abyſs, was preparing for it. 


Alas! (would deſpondency have exclaimed 


at ſo mournful an exhibition) ſhall no- 


thing be heard but the hoſtile voice of per- 


ſecution? Shall piety and goodneſs be per- 


petually the victims of wanton and outra- 


geous cruelty? So diſaſtrous a deſtiny, 


ſuch a load of complicated diſtreſſes, who 


can endure? What heart ſo ſteeled with for- 


titude as to be capable of oppoſing | the un- 


inte rmitted aſſault, and of repelling the ap- 


proach of deſpondency and diſmay? No, 
this is by no means the caſe. Behold, the 
impetuous career of brutal bigotry and ſu- 


perſtition 18 checked; - conſolation dawns 
upon us from above. Exult, ye who 


combat under the banners of the Croſs, 
triumph over the powers of darkneſs'; an 
angelic guardian deſcends to eſpouſe your 


cauſe, fruſtrate the inſidious machinations 


of your adverſaries, and overwhelm them 
with everlaſting confuſion, He comes to 


e the prele, to protect the in- 
jured 
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jured and helpleſs. Now has the Church 
abundant cauſe for joy. The happy pe- 
riod is arrived which the prophet foreſaw, 
when he addrefled her in this animated 
language : Awake, awake, put on thy 
 frrength, O Zion, put on thy beautiful gars 
ments, O Feruſalem, the holy city. Shake 
thyſelf from the duft ; ariſe, and fit down t 
looſe thyſelf from the bands of "= neck; O 
captive daughter Y Zion: 


Various have been the conjectures of the 
learned in regard to this myſterious and 
ſublime appearance. Some ſuppoſe it to 
be a created angel; but there ſeems to be 
little or no fundamental ground for this 
ſuppoſition. Others, with far greater pro- 
bability, alledge it to be no leſs a perſonage 
than the Son of God, our Saviour Jets 
Chriſt : and this hypotheſis ſeems to b; 
confirmed by the laſt verſe in this chapter, 
And he ſaid unto me, thou mujt propheſy again 
before many people, and nations, and tonzues, 
and ſings. In this paſſage he ſeems to ut: 
the term n whom, as general, not as relatin; 


8 2 ro 
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to St. John only, but to all the zealous and 
faithful profeſſors of his religion, who are 
ſent out as his delegates to propheſy, to 
promulgate his will, and diſſeminate the 
joyful tidings of the goſpel. He inveſted 
his diſciples with power before his aſcen- 
ſion to evangelize the whole world; and 
in the ſame manner, at this time, other 
holy miſſionaries are diſpatched to propheſy 
again. Now we are not ignorant, that to 
give a commiſſion of ſo important a na- 
ture, and endow with competent abilities 
for its execution, is the prerogative of Je- 
ſus Chriſt alone. No inferior and created 
Being could transfer ſuch power to another, 
or be authorized to deliver fo great and 
peremptory a charge; to which may be 
added a parallel and equally momentous 
one in the beginningof theſubſequent chap- 
ter: I will give power unto my two wit- 
 nefſes, and they ſhall propheſy a thouſand. two 
 huiidred and threeſcore days, cloathed in 
fackeloth, From the concurrent teſtimony | 
of theſe two paſſages, it is obvious, that 
this is the identical perſonage to whom, all 


power, 
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power, both in heaven and earth, is given 


by the Father, even our bleſſed Lord him- 
ſelf. 


But they who diſſent from this opinion 
will ſay, does not St. John himſelf call 
him an angel? This is true; but does not 
another Apoſtle inform them, that he aſ- 
ſumed not the nature of angels? There- 
fore this appellation is not given him in 
regard to his nature, but his office, for we 
are told, that he is the angel or meſſenger 
of the covenant; the term angel, in its 
primary acceptation, ſignifying nothing 
more than a meſſenger; which is a deno- 
mination very applicable to him, as being 
commiſſioned, by his Almighty Father, to 
declare his ſovereign ordinances. Lo! he 
now deſcends from the empyreal courts of 
the King of kings, the eternally Supreme; 
as the great ambaſſador, to announce the 
will of the Moſt High, proclaim conſola— 
tion to his perſecuted faints, -and-negotiate 
with mankind affairs of the moſt laſting 
and indiſputable importance. How pecu- 
G 3 „ 


$6 s E R M O N Iv, 


harly worthy of our minute, yet reveren- 
tial obſervation, is this auguſt and wonder- 
ful appearance! . 


He is ſaid to come down from heaven. 
We read in the preceding chapter, that 
Abaddon, or Apollyon, the gloomy monarch 
of the abyſs, aroſe out of his unfathom- 
able gulph below, and blotted out the ſun 
with infernal darkneſs : but here we ſee 
our Lord taking a courſe diametrically con- 
trary; he deſcends from the regions above, 

and overwhelms us, as it were, with an 
inundation of celeſtial light and glory. By 
way of expoſition in this place, ſome aſ- 
ſert, that his deſcent does not import any 
local motion; for in the ſame nature 
wherein he was crucified, and died, he roſe 
from the grave, aſcended i into heaven, and 


ſits at the right hand of the Majeſty on 


high, aud the heavens muſt contain him 
till his grand return at the final conſum- 
mation of all things. He departed in his 
human nature, but remains. in his divine; 
he aſcended in that nature whereby he is 
IR - 
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but in one place ; ; he remains by his ubi- 
quity, or that nature whereby he is every 
where. But why all this metaphyſical re- 
finement and ſubtilty of argumentation !? 
Is it poſſible to disjoin the idea of local 
motion from a deſcent ? Is there any ab- 
ſurdity in ſuppoſing, that this glorious 
form really deſcended, or ſeemed to de- 
ſcend, in the view of the Evangeliſt ? This 
obſervation ſeems to ſavour too much of 
the abſtruſe, to be beneficial to the practi- 
cal theologian, raiſes an unneceſſary diffi- 
culty, and utterly obſcures what it at- 
tempts to elucidate. 


In the next place, a rainbow was upon 
his head. It is well known that the rain- 
| bow is a ſymbol of that propitious covenant 
which the Almighty once condeſcended to 
make with his creatures, ——inſtituted by 
himſelf, as the fignal of his promiſe never 
to drown the world again, Beautifully en- 
circling with its radiant wreath our Saviour's 
head in this viſion, it is a pacific emblem of 
amity and favour towards the ſincere adhe- 


pO rents 
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rents to his religion, and indicates that as the 
deluge which was ſent in early times ſhall ne- 
ver more overwhelm the earth, fo neither 
ſhall the torrent of hereſy and perſecution 
overflow his church again; and that al- 
though his diſpenſations are myſterious and 
inſcrutable, his gracious covenant 1s ever 11 
his view, he cannot forfeit his veracity, but, 
however he may think proper to exerciſe 
the patience of his ſaints, all things ſhall, ; in 
the final reſult, pere for their advan- 
tage, 


His face was as it were the ſun, This 
completely coincides with the deſcription 
given of the Son of man in the firſt viſion 
of St. John, His countenance was as the ſun 
a A ineth in his fl ength; another circumſtance 
which coroborates the opinion that this il- 
luſtrious perſonage 1 18 Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. 
Indeed, that deſcription in other parts bears 
a great analogy to the repreſentation which 
is ow the ſubject of animadyerſion, 


He 


Ss E R M ON IV. 89 


He comes, his face outſhining the radi- 
ance of the ſun, to illumine each gloomy 
remaining ſhade of intellectual night, and 
diſpel the ſulphureous vapours and black 
contagions which the venomous breath of 
his enemy has diffuſed over the world, 
What ſimile can convey a juſt idea of the 
celeſtial ſplendors with which he is envi- 
roned! But in order to mitigate the inſuffer- 
able blaze of his glories, and accommodate ? 
himſelf to the feeble view of humanity, he 
is cloathed with a cloud: enſhrined as it 
were in this ſurrounding veil, the Evangeliſt 
could gaze upon the reſplendent object with 

delight,.yet blended and chaſtiſed with the 
profoundeſt reverence and awe. Thus 
upon the mountain of the Transfiguration 
a cloud overſhadowed the three diſciples 
whom he ſelected to be witneſſes of the 
dazzling viſion, and ſheltered them from 
his overpowering brightneſs: for, did he diſ- 
play himſelf to the eye of his creatures in all 
his genuine majeſty and native effulgence, 
how could their frail imperfect faculties 

2 ſuſtain the impetuous ſhock which the un- 


alayed 
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allayed and cloudleſs beams of his counte- 
nance muſt occaſion; the mighty ruſh of 
| heavenly and itupendous light would over- 
whelm their earthly nature, and utterly 
conſume a frame which is impotence and 
infirmity itſelf, nothing but duſt and aſhes. 
There ſhall no man ſee me, and live, ſaid the 
Almighty to his prophet Moſes. There- 
fore, while his glory paſſed by, and all the 
Deity blazed forth with irreſiſtible and into- 
lerable radiance, he beneficently conde- 
ſcended to ſhelter him in a clift of the rock, 
and covered him with his protecting hand, 
which he withdrew not till he had entirely 

paſſed by; and his hinder pore alone re- 


0 mained to be ſeen, 


Adorable and «raclons Lord! how oppo- 
ſite in every reſpect is thy conduct to the 
practice of thy infernal foe ! While he ſe- 
cures and preſerves his kingdom by dark- 
neſs, Thou chuſeſt to confirm and promote 
thy beatific empire by means of light. Thou 
deſcendeſt upon earth to ſuppreſs and aboliſh 
his reign, to reveal and deſtroy the works 


of 
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of darkneſs. It is thy benevolent office to 
point out the way of life and immortality 
to bewildered erring mortals, and make 
them children of light, and heirs of a never- 
fading Crown of glory in the heavens. 


In the laſt place, his feet areas pillarsof fire. 
Pillars are emblems of ſtability. They inti- 
mate his reſolute and inflexible conſtancy in 
adhering to his purpoſe: his feet, where fix- 
ed, are immoveable; nor ſtrength of man, 
nor power of darkneſs, can in the ſmalleſt 
degree alter their poſition. His diſpenſations 
both in the world of nature and of grace are 

ſteadfaſt and invariable. He is not a man, 
that he ſhould lie. Has he ſworn, and ſhall 
he not perform it? The Eternal, He who 
is infinite wiſdom itſelf, muſt neceſſarily be 
ſuperior to the mutability of fickle, breath- 
ing duſt, He cannot reverſe his decree, nor 
falſify his word; but juſt are all his ways, 
and true: he Is immbtably b the ſame 


k 


E 


N Having thus examined with veneration 
full of awe.this majeſtic appearance, and at- 
tempted 
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tempted to unfold the myſterious, and illuſ- 
trate the obſcure, it ſeems natural to en- 
quire, in what manner did this celeſtial | 
viſion deliver his folemn embaſſy? The in- 
ſpired ſpectator informs us, that, having ſet 
bis right foot on the ſea, and his left foot 
on the earth, and ſeven thunders having 
ſounded their awful peal, he lifted up bis 
hand to heaven, and ſwore by him who 
liveth for ever and ever, who created hea- 
ven, and earth, and all that is therein, that 
there ſhould be time no longer: or (as it 


might be more emphatically, as well as more 


elegantly tranſlated, did we literally follow 
the original Greek) Tat, time ſhall be no 


3 more *. 


Solemn and awful indeed in this declara- 
tion! alarming to the bad, but replete with 
comfort and joy to the virtuous. The de- 

cCiſive day is advancing, when the divine 

myſteries ſhall be accompliſhed, when the | 


1 ExaQtly thus is the paſſage ax er in the Greek 
T cſtament, ere 8x £570 EThe 


| blaſt 


\ 
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blaſt of the ſeventh trumpet thundering 
with terrific clangor through the ſky, and 
echoing from world to world, ſhall fill the 
univerſe, and Time ſhall be no more! The 
ſix trumpets have already ſounded: when 
the ſeventh ſhall blow, a total change ſhall 
take place throughout the Creation; the 
vaſt globe which we now inhabit ſhall diſ- 
ſolve, and mingle with yon beauteous azure 
firmament, with ſun, and moon, and all 
the immenſe luminaries flaming there, in 
one undiſtinguiſhed ruin; all ſhall vaniſh 
away like a fleeting vapour, a viſionary 
phantom of the night, and not a ſingle trace 
of them be found! Even the laſt enemy, 
Death, ſhall be deſtroyed, and time itſelf 
ſhall be no more! Let us then rationally 
_ employ it while it continues with us. 

Thoſe golden minutes which were aſſigned 

us to be ſanctified by good actions are haſ- 
tening away, irrevocable in their flight. 
The grand conſuramation of all things ap- 
' proaches faſt, every moment brings us 
nearer to this awful period. 


What 
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What ſimilitude can convey an adequate 
idea of the tranſcendent worth of time ? 
It is a pearl of infinite price, an ineſtimable 
treaſure, for, being properly applied, it 
purchaſes for man the life of angels, and a 
| bliſsful eternity. Conſcious of its import- 
anee, let us parſimoniouſly uſe it, for je- 
lous avarice here is the height of virtue! 
How apt are we to miſtake its value ! ! 
How many irretrievable and fatal errors 
are committed: in a this particular ! ! 


25 The vcolrobical Fmabols by which 
the Egyptians repreſented it, were ex- 
tremely applicable and ſignificant. They 
depictured it by a ſerpent, which was 
wound into a form completely circular ; to 
intimate its continual revolution. They 

likewiſe expreſſed 3 it by a ſerpent creeping 
along, becauſe it glides and ſteals away im- 
perceptibly, Did we pay due attention to 
its tacit admonitions as it leaves us, what a 
ſource of inſtruction ſhould we find it! 
Memorable is the ſaying of the two cele- 
brated Grecian ſages *, Time is the wiſeſt 


* Thales and Simonides. 


of 
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of all things.” The propriety and apti- 
tude ofthis ſententious apophthegm we muſt 
allow, when we conſider that Time is the 
univerſal teacher, mankind are indebted to 
it for all their knowledge. And what a 
far greater than either of theſe, an inſpired 
writer * has ſaid of Wiſdom, is applicable 
to Time: It cannot be valued with the gold 
of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the 
ſappbire. The gold and the cryſial cannot 
equal it, No mention ſhall be made of coral, 
or of pearls: for the price of it is above 
rubies, The topaz of Ethiopia ſhall not 
equal it. The moments which often ap- 
pear to us ſo inconſiderable and trivial, 
when once gone, are irrecoverable : not 
all the gems which ſparkle in Peruvian 
mines, nor all the gold of either India, 
could redeem one of them. Nor is our in- 
ability to retrieve the time paſt the only 
evil: the future is all precarious; not the 
moſt profound ſagacity, nor the moſt 
_ conſummate integrity, can inſure us 
a ſingle moment of it. The time preſent 
takes its flight before we cau call it our 


85. 
| Own. 


= . 
= 
13 
| 
1 
| . 
1 
"IJ . 
? 
£1 
= . 
þ 
| 4 


96 SERMON iv. 


own. Rouſe then, ye thoughtleſs and ſu- 
pine, out of your unſeaſonable lethargy; 
reſiſt and expel that fatal infatuation which 
has taken poſſeſſion of your fouls. Prize 
this invaluable jewel as you ought; ere it 
be ſnatched from you for ever. Why 


weary yourſelves in the ſearch of expedi- 


ents to accelerate the courſe of thoſe mo- 
ments which are already but too rapid? 


: On Time, not only our beſt and moſt im- 


portant intereſts, but even our All is ſuſ- 


upon its wings beyond the limits of this 
mortal ſtate, into that unknown intermi- 


nable region from which there 1 is no ones 
- bility of Og! 


The inconſiſtency of mankind in tegard 
to the eſtimation of their time deſerves at 


tention. How palpably abſurd is their con- 


duct! They frequently blame heaven for 


circumſeribing their duration within tuch 


ſcanty limits; and yet that duration, ſhort 


as it is, often becomes tireſome, and hangs 


2 heavy. 
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Heavy. A prey to laſſitude, = and 


diiguſt, they complain of a vacuity in life 


vhich no amuſement can fill up. Iu proſ- 
pect, hours ſeem years. But the retroſpect is 
quite the reverſe ; years, after they are elapſ- 
ed, appear but hours. Suchisthe delufive miſt 
which overcaſts and blinds their underſtand- 
ing, ſo ſtrangely erroneous are their optics, 
They fancy that Time, as it approaches to- 
wardsthem, lingers; and feebly creeps along; 
but, as ſoon as paſt, not the lightning. 
ſeems to fly with a more nimble and. rapid 
ons: | 


Eternal Spirit, fountairfof light and truth, 
diſpel the thick cloud that hovers over our 
benighted ſouls, and irradiate it with 
thy celeſtial beams. So teach us to number 
bur days, and appretiate their worth; ?hat we 
may apply our hearts unto-wiſdom. Give us 
to ſee the tieceflity of this conduct, and 
impreſs our minds with a proper ſenſe 

of the fatal conſequences attending the 
| negledt of it, 


1 What 
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What happineſs awaits the man who- 


properly. waight-his eee, whole hays 


amidſt all his oocupations is full of im- 
mortality! He triumphs in the paſt, en- 
joys the preſent, and anticipates futurity 
with rapture. All placid, chearful, and 
ſerene, he meets whatever his deſtiny pre- 
pares for him; no contingency, how ſud- 
den or difagreeable foever, can take him by 


ſurprize, or interrupt that bliſsful tenour 
of equanimity which · is his peculiar charac- 
teriſtic. Is he ſurrounded with troubles and 
afflictions? Then with what tranſcendent 
luſtre does his virtue ſhine through the 
cloudy gloom which envelops it! How am- 
ple a ſcope is here for his ſubmiſſive meek- 
neſs; and reſignation To adopt the beautiful 


language of ſcripture, we may compare him 


tothe morning far in the midſt of a cloud and 


to the moon at the full; to the flower of roſes 


in ibe ſpring of the year, to lilies by the rivers f 
waters, to the rainbow: giving: light in the 


N bright clouds, and to the ſun ſhining * the 


. of- the * High. 
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Ho enviable a condition is this, not only 
fo be not affected with the little accidents 
of life, but alſo to be perfectly compoſed 
and ferene amidſt its greater evils, and even 
to ſmile · with ſuperior magnanimity at the 
malignant impotence of fate] Would we at- 
tain to ſo exalted a ſtate of mind, let every 
moment as it flies be arreſted as it were, 
and marked down to uſeful purpoſes. Let 
piety and morality go- hand in hand, joined 
in indiſſoluble union; for without the ſup- 
port of the ee latter, mere > morality 
alone, will and neceflarily 1 muſt, whatever 5 
the arrogance of the atheiſtical ſkeptic may 
: advance to the contrary, fall to the ground. 


He may talk of the inherent charms of vir= . 


tue, and declaim upon the dignity of loving 
it for its own fake alone, independently of 
any view of a future recompenſe; but ex- 
perienee proves that this is the reaſoning of 
an extravagant viſionary, an affectation of 
excellence as chimerical as it is ſupercilious,. 
m ſhort, abſurdity itſelf, But to-wave any 


further remarks yon the 1 u 
of his arguments, 


5% „ 4 
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mm EEK NSD Nv; 
to him, let our prayers, together with our 
charitable deeds, aſcend in grateful memorial 
before the Moſt-High. Normuſt we forget 
at the ſame time, that as charity, disjoined 
from piety, is unprofitable and ineffectual, 
ſo piety without charity will be of no avail. 
They are mutually neceflary for the com- 
pletion of each other. Devotion, if genuine 
and unfeigned, while it diffuſes over the bo- 

ſom an emanation of ſeraphic tranſport, and 
gives us a foretaſte of the joys of heaven, 
ſhall incite us to actions of philanthropy 
and benevolence. This i is the grand crite- 


rion by which the true may be diſtinguiſhed 


WO from counterfeit, the dedication of ourſelves 
do the godlike employment of doing good. 


Where this amiable propenſity is abſent, 
the ſpirit of devotion cannot dwell; becauſe 
the former is the inſeparable concomitant of 
the latter, it flows from it as from its na- 
tive fountain. Our prayers are, in reality, 
nothing more than an idle tranſient effuſion, 
not of the heart, but of the lips, unleſs we 
alſo communicate bleffings to others with 
diffuſive hand as far as in us lies. To ſym- 


pathize 
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pathize with the mourner, and pour the le- 
nient balm of conſolation into his bleeding 
heart; to befriend the helpleſs orphan, and 
turn the injured widow's tears to rapture; 
to patronize the unfortunate, and adminiſter 
the cordial of relief to the bed of Janguiſh- 8 

ment and ſickneſs; theſe are actions 5 
the recording angel with pleafure minutes 
down in his 00101 regiſter, and which will 


be fully diſplayed | in the view both of men 


and angels, to our immortal honour and 


joy, on that eventful day when the ſound 
of the ſeventh cherubic trump ſhall route 
the ſleeping dead, and ſummon the trem- 
bling univerſe before the divine tribunal ; 

when the eternal Judge ſhall deſcend, pa- 
vilioned in approachleſs light, attended with 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand dazzling 
Seraphim and Cherubim, tuning on their 

| harps ſymphonies of melody mexpreflible, - 
iu innumerable myriads compoſing his aw- 

ful retinue! ſcene of ſplendor and magnifi— 


cence, compared with which, our ſun, and 


the uuted blaze of all the 3 4 
I 3 bed 
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which glow in youder blue expanſe, wers 
darkneſs! 


How etquilttely pleaſing to hear the be- 


nediction of the poor man, who was ready 
to periſh, deſcending « on our heads; flowing 


as it were in a torrent of gratitude from his 


lips, for having received from our hands 
that relief which we, without the ſmalleſt 
Inconvenience to ourſelves, were enabled to 
impart, Nor ſhall this benediction be loſt, 
No: harmonizing witk the melodious 
hymns of angels, and winged with devout 


ſincerity, it ſhall riſe to heights ineffably 


ſublime, win its paſſage into the Hea- 
ven of heavens, and call down upon us ten 
thouſand bleſſings from the Throne of 
light! 


More particularly at thoſe times when 


we are to commemorate a dying Saviour's 
Jove (as at the preſent) by the participa- 
tion of thoſe ſacred myſteries which he has 


inſtituted as pledges of his benignity to- 


Wards a fallen race, and conſtant memorials 


6 4 
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of his death, to our inexpreſſible conſolation 
and joy; when we are to perform thoſe 
celeſtial rites which Himſelf taught us, 
and which he has injoined his followers 
without exception to attend, if they would 
atteſt their affection for their crucified Lord; 
—yes, more particularly at thoſe folemn 
ſeaſons ſhould we ſtudy to emulate that 
divine example of compaſſion and philan- 
thropy left us by Him, who, while on earth, 


ſpent his whole life in doing good, and at 


laſt even died for our fakes, when he, a 
man, could do no more! This indeed was 
unparalleled and ſtupendous love! 


Shall not this conſideration leave that pro- 
Found impreſſion on our hearts which it 
ought to leave, · and ſtimulate us to vie with 
each other in offices of amity, benevolence, 
and humanity? For which purpoſe, let us 
take a view of this grand circumſtance 
with that attention which it bo pro-emment- 
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When He who fits upon the throne of 
Heaven, inſhrined in glory inexpreſſible, 
the almighty Father, by his unbounded 
preſcience foreſeeing the fall of man, 


ſpoke to the angelic multitudes 1 in words tq 
this effect, 


He wi his whole 3 muſt FM 

Die be, or juſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 
Some other able, and as willing pay 

The rigid ſatisfaftion, death for death. _ 
Say, heavenly powers, where Halle we find 
„e 1OVe.  — 

Which of you will be mortal 10 an 


Man s mortal TIM, and Juft th' unjuft 2 
ove ? 


When this folemn queſtion was made, did 
ny of thoſe innumerable hoſts, who ſtood 


{$3 
©. 


po Fround his throng, reply ? ? No, not one. 


* All the heavenly choir food. mute, 
And fi lence was in heaven : = 
An 


The inexpreſſible ſuhlimſty of this, together with 
the n paſſage, will, I hope, be deemed a fut- 
ficient 


[ 
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An awful ſilence! expreſſive at once of the 
deepeſt perplexity, and conſternation! Not 
one of them ſtepped forth as an interceſſor 
for wretched man, much leſs then would 
any of them incur ſo ſevere a penalty. The 
forfeiture was great; the relinquiſhment of 
a life of endleſs bliſs in heaven,, for miſery 
and death on earth! Thus did this auguſt 
interrogation occaſion a pauſe in the bliſs of 
angels, till the expreſs image of his glory, 
his only Son, ſtepped forth, and offered to 
reſign that beatitude immenſe paſt utterance 
and even beyond conception, in which he 
fat imboſomed by his great Father Slide, — 
to reſign it for man, afſume bis nature, 
and expiate his offence with his own 
death. This was compaſſion carried to its 
divine height! 


| ficient apology for their introduction; ſince it is im- 
poſſible to read them attentively without being im- 
preſſed with the moſt devout and elevated ſenti- 
ments. They are taken from Milton's Paradis JN 
Book II. | 


What 
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What can the glowing ſoul of Devotion 
imagine here, but that all heaven was totally 
abſorbed for a while in ſilent admiration, 
then ſuddenly burſt forth into melodious 
hymns of extaſy and praiſe! Triumphant 
Halleluiahs and unuſual jubilee filled. all the 
celeſtial regions. Worthy art thou (they 
fung) to receive glory and power; domimon 
and praiſe be to Thee for ever antl ever! 


Yes! he deſcended from the empyrean 
| heights, the manſions of everlaſting day; 
to dwell in theſe low darkſome abodes of 
mortality. He voluntarily abdicated that 
felicity which he had enjoyed innumerable 
ages before the ſun, before the heavens ex- 
iſted, to become a man of ſorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief. And ſurely that ap- 
pellation, none ever deſerved ſo juſtly as 
himſelf. He was indeed a man of ſorrows 
in the moſt emphatic ſenſe: yet not one 
_ complaining accent or reproachful murmur 55 
ever eſcaped his lips. While the birds of 
the air had their neſts, and the beaſts of the 
earth their receptacles for ſhelter, the Lord 
To = =” 


. 
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at. the univerſe had not where to lay 0 
head. Though he experienced nothing but 
ignominy, contempt, and injury, was not 
only ſtigmatized with the moſt opprobrious 
epithets, - but alſo conſtantly aſſailed witk 
brutal perſecutions, yet was his life one con- 
tinued miracle of love. He was too gentle 
and benevolent to ſeek revenge on his in- 
human foes, and retaliate wrong with wrong. 
He repaid their maledictions with bleſſings. 
Repulſed like ſome execrable culprit fromm 
the inhoſpitable doors of affluence and 
grandeur, he went about from city to 
city, from province to . doing | 
| good. 


But in u particular attend him in the laf 
tage of his life, follow him to Calvary. Oh 
this trying and mournful theatre what pa- 

tience did he diſplay ! What admirable 

meekneſs and ſtupendous compoſure ap- 
pear in his whole deportment! How pre- 
cifely does he verify the prophet's predic- 

tion! He is led, indeed, as a /amb to the 

eee, 3 and a4 a 1 befare her fhearers is 
dumb, 
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dumb, /0 he opens not his mouth. He ſeems 
to be perfectly inattentive to himſelf, and to 
regard only thoſe among the concourſe of 
ſpectators, who, touched with pity and hor- 
ror at ſight of the barbarous inſults which 
he experiences, cannot refrain from ſhedding 
the ſympathizing tear, and deploring his 
unhappy doom. If ſadneſs and grief cloud 
the ſerenity of his countenance, tis at the 
thought of the woes and ruin impending 
over their heads, and not in conſequence of 
his own . ſufferings. Turning about, he 
looks upon them with that ſanie benign and 
compaſſionate eye which lately melted into 
tears over. | their ungrateful city. Weep not 
Vr me (he thus addreſſes them), but weep 

Ver yourſelves, and for your children. Aud 

now behold him ſuſpended on the fatal tree, 
as a flagrant malefactor, between two atro- 
.cicus, criminals. See thoſe hands, which, 

* ſhould have wielded the ſceptre of the uni- 
verſe, painfully extended, cruelly mangled 
and torn ! thoſe guiltleſs hands, which have 
been ſo often ſtretched out in offices of com- 
paſſion and love! thoſe eyes which have ſo 

Ss frequently 
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frequently looked pity and forgiveneſs to 
the heart of the weeping penitent, encou= 

raged the timid, and revived the deſponding 
ſoul, now pallid, dim, and ſwimming in 

death! thoſe ſacred temples which in the 
heaven of heavens were inwreathed with a 
diadem of light ſo inſufferably glorious that 
even archangels turned away i from the blaze, 
now diffcboured with a mimic crown of 
thorns, which deeply pierce into his bleed- 
ing fleſh! See how his face is ſtained with 
the purple flood, which ſtreaming down 
mingles with the ſanguine torrents that 
guſh from almoſt every pore of his tortured 
body! What anguiſh! what excruciating 
pangs! intenfe and ſevere beyond all con- 
ception! How does he behave in this dread- 
fully agonizing extremity? Is he ſtill com- 
poſed, benevolent, and ſerene? Does he not 
reſent this contumelious, this ſuperlatively 
opprobrious treatment? Is this the recep- 
tion which mortals give the illuſtrious Son 
of the Moſt-High, the mighty heir of hea- 
ven! Does he not ſhower down impreca- 
tions on the heads of the inſultin g and cruel 


ſoldiery, 


foldiery, who, alt tormented with thirſt as 
he js, and exhauſted with agonies, preſent 
him nothing but vinegar to drink? Does he 
not implore his almighty Father to hurt 
his vindictive thunders forth, and cruſh his 
daring enemies; to ſend down ten thouſand 
legions of avenging angels, and canfume' a 
ag werlg? No; bn conduct 1 18 Fefe 
eyes to 3 pi TT are re juſt ready to #6 4 
in death, and ſays in the moſt moving and . 
pathetic accent, Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do. 


Is it poſſible to 1 this beha- 


Ferre 


viour without the profoundeſt admiration! * 
Could philanthropy ſoar to a ſublimer 
height! ? Go then, and imitate the incarnate, 
the expiring God. Be what he once was, 
here on earth, —tender-hearted, forgiving, 
humane. Be what he now is, in heaven; 
Who, though ſupreme at the right hand of 
bliſs and glory, is clemency itſelf, and, ming- 
Ung his gracious interceſſion with our 
prayers, preſents them to his great Father. 
5 Let 


Ss E R M O N IV. 111 


Let us commiſerate the unfortunate, condole- 
with the diſtreſt, and alleviate at leaſt their 
ſorrows. Eet the ſoothing dictates of ſym- 
pathy never be diſregarded. This, in con- 
ſtant union with a proper ſenſe of our de · 
pendence on the Greateſt of Beings, ſhalF 
Hluminte the ſable cloud of life with an Iris 
whoſe radiance ſhall-never fade; or (to ſpeak 
without a metaphor) it ſhall make the heart 
| expand with eonſcions complacency and joy 
in the midſt of affliction. This is a diſpoſi — 
tion congenial with the ſoul, originally im- 
preſt upon it, inter woven in its very texture 
bits heavenly Author; which both his own 
word and the voice of nature injoin us to- 
eultivate and cheriſh : and conſequently, if 
the ſoul indulges it without reſtraint, it can» 
not but be happy. Thus indulged, it ſhalt 
render the molt pleaſing ſituation in life in- 
finitely more pleaſing. Whether acting in- 
the capacity of parent, or child, or friend, 
it ſhall diffuſe ſuperior and permanent- 
charms: over each of theſe connections. 
Mingling with the tide of parental affection, 
it ſhal-overwhelm the heart as it were with: 
2 tor 


a torrent of exquiſite delight, while it ſwells 
the filial boſom with rapture. It ſhall 
heighten connubial bliſs, impart additional 
luſtre to the bridal lamp, and give it to 
burn with uniform and undecaying ſplendor, 
when the attractions of beauty are no more. 
But (what is above all the reſt) it ſhall 
qualify us for a ſtate of far ſuperior happi- | 
neſs when the laſt angelic Trump ſhalt 
blow, when joys terreſtrial ſhall vaniſh away 
like a morning cloud, and Time fhall be no 
in Lot) cen odgts 
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, Thy God whom thou foe Ae inaal 'y, be : 
ill deliver thee. 5 


HIS was 5 the conſolatory ſpeech of 
1 the Median Monarch Darius to the 
Prophet Daniel, on being compelled by the 
_ princes and preſidents of his kingdom, to 
inflict upon him the puniſhment annexed 
to the violation of the royal edi; which 
prohibited the preferring a petition to any 
god or man for thirty days, except to the 
king, on the penalty of being caſt into the 
den of lions. This decree their inſidious 
es | I e 


114 SERM Oo N 3 


importunity had extorted from their „Wer- 
reign, and prevailed upon him to ratify 
with the imperial lignet, merely with the 
malicious view of accompliſhing the deſtruc- 
tion of Daniel, on whom he laviſhed favours 
f co which they thought themſelves better 
1 entitled, and whom he cheriſhed with a 
43 peculiar degree of indulgence. He was 
| already exalted far above them, and the 
| king had formed a project of railing him. to 
a ſtill higher pitch of dignity, by giving 
him the ſuperintendence of the whole realm. 
This new acceſſion of honour they could 
not bear, and reſolved to prevent it by in- 
jurious and malignant mſinuations with re- 
gard to his conduct in the adminiſtration of N 
public affairs, as one of the three who pre- 
ſided over the kingdom: for which purpoſe 
they ſcrutinized his actions, with all the 
1 ſeverity of exaſperated rancour, but in vain; 
| ö 0 cauſe for impeachment was found; his fi- 
= delity was irreproachable, and his integrity 
without ſtain. The only reſourcè therefore 
which now remained, was his conſtant and 
invariable adherence to > his God. . They ac- 
cordingly 
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cordingly adopted the treacherous expedient : 
above mentioned, for they foreſaw that 
his ſteady perſeverance i in his own mode of 
worſhip would render him obnoxious to the 
inhuman puniſhment which they propoſed: 
Their ſtratagem ſucceeded but too well: Da- 
niel was found by theſe invidious confede= 
rates addrefling his ſupplications to the God 
of his fathers, as ufual. They prefently in- 
formed the king of this circumſtance, and 
ſolicited the immediate execution of his 
edit. The forrowful monarch, after a long; 
and fruitleſs aim at ſome expedicnt for 
the deliverance of his favourite, unable to 
infringe a ſtatute which himſelf had fo 
firmly eſtabliſhed, complied with the utmoſt 
reluctance. But before he configned him 
over to the puniſhment which they pre- 
tended was due to him, he addreſſed Him 
in the memorable words above, expreſſive | 
at once of his affection for the injured He- 
brew, and of his confidence i in that ſovereign 
Power whom he adored; Nor did the 
event falſify this encouraging aſſurance of 
190 king; for Daniel, although caſt into 
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the den of lious, eſcaped, unhurt: theſe fe- 


rocious animals, awed by a ſuperiour 


impulſe, checked by a divine energy, for- 


got, as it were, their natural propenſity to 


blood, and refuſed to open their voracious 
mouths upon him. In the mean time, the 


Chaldean monarch abandoned himſelf to 
the moſt profound affliction. The Sacred 
_ Hiſtory informs us, that he paſſed the night 
faſting, and forbade the inſtruments of mu- 
fick, his uſual recreation, to be brought be- 


fore him. Unintermitting grief having 


| baniſhed ſleep from his eyes, he aroſe very 


early in the morning, and repaired with all 
poſſible expedition to the cavern ; when, on 


calling out upon this faithful adherent to 


the living God in a lamentable accent, he 
heard him anſwer to his voice, and beheld 


| him reſtored in perfect ſafety. Fully con- 
vinced of his integrity by his miraculous 


preſervation, and exaſperated at the malevo- 


lence of his accuſers, he without mercy 


transferred upon themſelves that diſaſtrous 


doom which they had ſo unjuſtly inflicted 


on Daniel!: and the ſame ravenous beaſts, 


which 
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which had been withheld by a ſupernatural 
power from injuring him, ruſhed upon them 


with the moſt impetuous fury, and devoured 
them in an e „„ 7 


Hence this leflon is plainly deducible, 
that we ought never to deſpond, never to 
think ourſelves removed from the reach 
of an omnipotent and ever-wakeful Provi- 
dence, however calamitous and diſtreſsful 
our ſituation be, how deep ſoever be the 
abyſs into which we are fallen. Let us 

look up for ſupport and protection in the 
midſt of danger to that great Being, who 
alone can give it. Is he a God at hand, and 
not a God afar off? His eyes are upon the 
ways of man, and he ſeeth all his goings. 
There is no darkneſs, nor ſhadow of death, 
which can hide us from the reviving influ- 
| ences of his love. Encouraged as we are 

by his own affurance, that he will never 

leave us nor forſake us, if, ever ſtudious to 
obtain his favour, we repoſe an abſolute and 
undivided confidence on his goodneſs, let s 
draw near to him with humble hope and 
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baly; joy; ; and bn anxious to c and ta 
bleſs, will in return draw near to us. When 
we look around. us, and contemplate. the 
various dangers and viciſſitudes to which 
we are expoſed in this probationary ſtate; 
when we reflect that, like ravenous animals 
in continugl ſearch of prey, misfortunes lurk | 
around, from which neither the moſt: vigi- 
lant caution can defend, nor the moſt unble- 
miſhed virtue ſave; we muſt be convinced 
that it is of the. higheſt importance to ſe- 
cure an intereſt in the favour of the Al- 
mighty, and that, without! it, our ſituation 
mult be truly forlorn aud miſerable. The 
ſoul of man, although of divine original, | 
being an emanation of the Deity, himſelf, 
on a multiplicity of occaſions finds itſelf 
in a moſt diſconſolate and abandoned ſtate. 
Nor is it difficult to account for this. Re- 
lying on the creature inſtead of the Creator, 
confining its hopes to an obje& which whs 
never deſigned to engroſs them, and 
whence it can never derive. {upport in the 
ſeaſon of diſtreſs, 18 it a matter of wonder 
if, when that ſeaſon arrives, it n belpleſs 
and 
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and deſpairing to the duſt? A traveller wan- 
dering all the night in the midſt of a dreary 
and pathleſs deſct without light and with» 
out conductor; a priſoner pining without 
reſource in a cold inhoſpitable dungeon; an 
emaciated wretch ſtretched on the bed of 
ſickneſs without a friend to relieve or ſym- 
pathiſe, deſtitute of aſſiſtance and com- 
fort; a putrid corſe extended on the ground, 
unlamented, unburied, and unknown, de- 
prived of the flender privilege of being co- 
vered with a little duſt, and ſprinkled with 
a few tender and condoling tears; theſe 
are the proper repreſentations of the hu- 
man ſoul, when it diſunites itſelf from God, 
and adheres to terreſtrial toys. Then may 
it juſtly ſay, with friendleſs Job, Strangers 
perſecute me, my domeſtics fly far from 
me, my brethren no longer know me, 
I cannot find a ſingle comforter; he, who 
once ſeemed the moſt faithful, now re- 
gards me only with horror and averſion. 
Reduced to ſo lamentable a condition, when 
the ſtorm of affliction begins to diſcharge its 
fury, it finds itſelf unable to ſtem the tor- 
14 rent, 
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rent, and looking around in vain for ſome 


lender reed on which it may lay hold, and 


find a momentary reſt during the commo- 
tions of the beating billows, it is borne 


down by the ſtream with irreſiſtible vio- 
lence; and loſt. 


Truſt then in the Moſt-High with all 


thine heart; and lean not to thine own un- 
derſtanding. Tnall thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he ſhall direct thy paths. In the 
whole courſe of thy conduct have His appro- 
bation only in view; look upon all but Him 
as unworthy of thy confidence; and in the 
hour of adverſity and danger thou ſhalt not 


be diſmayed; in ſpite of every preſſure 


which the rigour of fortune lays upon it, 
thy heart ſhall riſe with redoubled ſtrength 
and vigour, Far better is it to rely on Him 
than to put any confidence in ſo frail a be- 


ing as man: if thou makeſt the latter only 


the object af thy truſt, thou wilt find too 
late that thou haſt all the while been lean- 
ing on a broken reed, which will pierce 
thee in the end, and occaſion the moſt ex- 
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eruciating ſenſations. He frequently wants 
ability to redreſs thy grievances; his power, 
as well as his duration, is circumſcribed 
within narrow bounds; and even where 
he has ability, he will, it is probable, want 
inclination. But, in the former, nothing of 
this nature is to be apprehended: as he can 
never want ability, ſo neither does he want 

inclination to help and patronize thoſe who 
ſerve him with fidelity. His power and 
his goodneſs are, like his duration, unlimited 
and eternal. Is my hand, ſays he, ſhortened 
at all, that it cannot redeem? or have I no 
power to deliver? Behold, at my rebuke I dry 
up the ſea; I make the rivers a wilderneſs, 
and cloathe the heavens with blackneſs. Fear 
not what the utmoſt rage of man can infli& 
upon thee. I, even I, am he that comforteth 
thee: why ſhouldeſt thou be afraid of a 
_ frail periſhable being like thyſelf, when 
that Almighty Hand, which. ſtretched 
forth the heavens, ſuſtains and protects 
thee? ea 


Such 
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Buch are his expoſtulations with the th 
mid and deſponding ſoul; ſuch are. his pro- 
miſes of ſupport to thoſe who, with ar- 
dent deſire and inceſſant aſſiduity, endeayour 
to render themſelves, as far as the imper- 
fection of their nature will allow, worthy 
of his patronage and protection, He here 
opens before us an aſy lum, a place of never- 
failing refuge, into which we may retreat, 
when aſſailed by calamity, where we may 
repoſe in perfect ſafety, heedleſs of the 
ſtorm that rages without. Malice may call 
forth all its efforts in order to accomplith 
our deſtruction; but he only permits it to 
exert its fury ſo far as is conſiſtent with the 
great deſigns he has in view, and ſays to it 
as to the tumultuous ocean, Hitherto ſhalt 
thou come, but no farther; and here ſhall 
thy proud waves be ſtayed. Our foes may 
make uſe of open violence or ſecret ſtratagem, 
and conſpire with the powers of darkneſs 
themſelves to effect our downfall; but he 
that ſitteth in heaven ſhall laugh them to 
ſcorn; the Moſt-High ſhall have them in 
deriſion. He ſhall fruſtrate all their ma- 
chinations, 


chinations, and crown their heads with 


ſhame. Under the ſhadow of his wings 
ſhall be our refuge until their tyranny be 


overpaſt. In Jehovah is the plenitude of 
power and everlaſting ſtrength: confide 
therefore in Him for ever. He who raiſed 


Lazarus from the grave, after having been 


four days dead; who, reſtored the widow's i 


ſon to life and to his weeping parents' arms; 
who reſcued multitudes languiſhing on the 
bed of death from the gloomy tyrant's power, 
and wrought ſo many mighty miracles of 
love; who preſerved the three Hebrews un- 
hurt in the burning furnace, and by an ex- 
ertion of power, equally wonderful, delivered 
his ſervant Daniel from the lion's den; He 
who did all this, cannot ſurely be deficient 
iu ability to extricate any, who implore his 


aſſiſtance, out of their diſtreſſes, and is en- 


titled to their unbounded reliance. Ves, 


the Almighty is the ſhepherd of the ed; g 6 [ 


he 1s acquainted with all their neceſſities 


before they aſk, and will ſupply them in 


his own appointed time. In their; Journey 


through this howling wilderneſs, he will 
ſend 
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ſend his angel before them, and his tutelary 
providence ſhall ever watch over them. 
He will be to them as it were a cloud by day, 
and a pillar of fire by night; an enemy to 
their enemies, and a friend to all who ex- 
erciſe kindneſs towards them. Even though 
they walk through the valley of the thadow 
of death, yet ought they to fear ho evil, 
for he fhall be with them, his protecting 
rod and taff ſhall ſuſtain and comfort 


them. 


tht How eminently was this beneficent vigi- 
lance and interpoſition of the Moſt-High ex- 
emplified in the caſe of the prophet Elijah, 
when he reſcued him from the fury of Ahab, 

king of Ifrael, and hid him by the brook 
Cherith. Tn this ſequeſtered and folitary 
' ſpot a flight of ravens, impelled by a ſuper- 

natural inſtinct, brought him a eonftant 
ſupply of neceſſary food both morning and 
evening. Thus were the very fowls of the 
air rendered ſubfervient to the intereſt and 
wants of this faithful miſſionary of God. 

But the hiſtory of his ſueceſſor Eliſha pre- 
7:5 BET - 
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ſents us with an inſtance, if poſſible, ſtill 
worthier of our attention. The city wherein 
he was, being ſurrounded with horſes and 
chariots, and a great army by the Syrian 
monarch, in order to ſeize his perſon, 
and his ſervant in the utmoſt conſter- 

nation obſerving to him their perilous 
and diſtreſsful condition, with what mag- 
nanimity and pious compoſure did he 
reply, Fear not; for they that are with 
us are more than they that are with 


the m. After which, he intreated his Gd 


to open the eyes of his ſervant, that is, 
to diſperſe the groſs film of mortality which 
intercepted his fight, and prevented him 
from ſeeing the glittering myriads of imma- 
terial and ſpiritual beings, which encom- 
_ paſſed them as their guardians and de- 
fenders. The requeſt was immediately 
granted, his eyes were accordingly opened, 
and he ſaw: and, behold, the mountain was 
full of horſes, and chariots of fire round 
about Eliſha, A prayer being then offered 
up: by the prophet, the whole army was 
mitten : 
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ſmitten with blindneſs; and conſequeritly 


incapacitated for doing him any injury. 


What a fund of conſolation ought virtu- 


ous poverty and perſecuted inqocence to de- 
rive from the thought, that no obſcurity of 
ſtation, and no place which aſſiduous cruelty 


can ſearch out to immure its victim, not 
even the profoundeſt abyfles of the earth 
or of the ocean, are ſufficient to exclude 


them one moment from his view! With 


what patience, and undaunted fortitude, 
ſhould this inſpire them, in the midſt of all 
their misfortunes and trials! They cannot 
often enough revolve in mind, that He, who, 
though exalted above the heavens, is con- 


deſcenſion and clemency itſelf, beholds with 


peculiar attention every tear that falls from 


the eyes of the indigent and humble in heart, 


and liſtens with n to every figh 


which they ſend up to heaven; and that the 


remoteſt corner of the univerſe lies equally 
open to his ſurvey with that part which ap- 
pears to us the neareſt to his throne, For 


want of the ſteady none which the proper 


con- 
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conſideration of this truth cannor fail to 
communicate, how many have been forced 


aſide, by the ſhock of adverſity, from that 


path which it was not only their eternal, 
but their temporal, intereſt to purſue! 


But they, who indulge the hope of expe - 
riencing the aſſiſtance of their God in the 


hour of danger, muſt be ſolicitous to conci- 
Tate his favour in the hour of ſafety, and to 


attach themſelves to his laws with becom- 


ing regard and veneration ; they muſt 'be» 
ware of every thing which may militate 
againſt their duty towards him, and tend in 


the ſmalleſt degree to alienate his affections 
from them: with this view they ought fer- 


vently to implore the aſſiſtance of that 
Power, without whom nothing is ſtrong, 


nothing is holy, and who alone can keep 
them from falling; and to bear this excel- 
lent advice of the Pſalmiſt indelibly im- 


preſſed upon their minds, Keep innocency, 
and do the thing that is right, for that ſhall 


drin ga man peace at the laſt. How remark- | 


able for ria was the conduct of holy Job 


in 
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In his proſperity ! nor did be * to reap 
_ abundantly the advantages of it when the 
ſeaſon of adverſity arrived. Notwithſtand- 
ing the depredation of all his property, and 
the far heavier and more afflicting loſs of 
his children; notwithſtanding the injuries of 
the rapacious Sabean, and Chaldean bands, 
and the terrible infſictions of heaveft; his eon 
fidence in his God continued unſhaken, and 
he ſtill retained that peace of mind which 
only conſcious virtue can impart: he ſtill 
perſevered with undeviating uniformity in 
that courſe of piety, which he had been ſo 
ſtudious to purſue in better and more fortu- 
nate days. Till I die, ſays he, I will nut 
remove my integrity from me. My rigbte- 
 ouſneſs I bold faſt, and will not let it go: 
my heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as I 
| tive, And how admirable a degree of de- 
vout acquieſcence in the decrees of the Al- 
mighty is expreſſed in theſe words! Though 
| be ſlay me, yet will I truſt in him. He alſo 
ſhall be my ſalvation, Let the ſufferer 
have recourſe to the inſtructions of this moſt 
patient yet moſt afflicted of men, and learn 
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of him to bear calamity with becoming 
magnanimity, hope, and reſignation, The 
Almighty ſhall deliver thee (ſays he) in fix 
troubles: yea, in ſeven there ſhall no evil 
touch thee. In famine he ſhall redeem 
thee from death, and in war from the power 
of the ſword. Thou ſhalt be hid from the 
ſcourge of the tongue; neither ſhalt thou be 
afraid of deſtruction when it cometh. 
Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in a full 
age, as a ſhock of corn cometh in his 
ſeaſon. 


David in his own behaviour preſents us 
with another inſtance of that internal tran- 
_  quillity and compoſure which a conſum- 
mate truſt in heaven can confer in the midſt 
of troubles and diſtreſſes. The conſciouf- 
neſs of his own rectitude, and of the Divine 
approbation, was ſufficient to ſupport him 
in the trying hour, and to dart a ray of con- 
ſolation acroſs the darkeſt gloom of affliction. 
If at any time frail humanity ſeemed ready 
to fink beneath the burden of woe, Reli— 
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gion interpoſed in a moment, and diſpelled 


each uneaſy thought. Convinced that 


there was no room for dejection, or diſtruſt 


of the Divine Goodneſs, how piouſly does he 


reprove it, how reſolutely oppoſe and check 


its progreſs! Why art thou caſt down, O 


my foul, and why art thou diſquieted within 
me? hope in God: for I ſhall yet praiſe him, 
who 15 the health of my countenance, and my 


God. 


1 


Happy the man, who by frequent reflec- 
tions on the world's inſufficiency to procure 
any laſting or real ſatisfaction, is enabled 


to riſe above it, and to make his God alone. 


the object of his hope! How pleaſing the 


view of his ſituation ! Lovely indeed is the 
Picture which it exhibits, He reſembles a 


tree planted by the waters, which ſpreadetli 
out its roots by the rivers, untarniſhed and 
uninjured by the heat, whoſe leaf is ever 


flouriſhing and green, whoſe beauty the 


drought never impairs, and whoſe branches 
are always full of fruit. That Great Being, 
whoſe eye is ever on the watch to diſcover 


2 | thoſe 
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thoſe whoare worthy of his care, keeps him, 
amidſt thoſe occurrences which ſo greatly 
perplex and ruffle the dependant on the 
world's ſuccour, in perfect peace, becauſe 
his mind is ſtayed on heaven, and from 
that quarter alone looks for protection. 
Does he pine under the chilling blaſt of 
want and penury? Does the world diſdain 
to turn its eye upon him, or, if it ever con- 
deſcends to behold him, is it only with a 
{cornful eye? Theſe are circumſtances fo far 
from doing him any prejudice in the eſti- 
mation of his Maker, that they are, on the 
contrary, great recommendations in his 
ſight. Thoſe who are humble and deprefſ- 

ed in heart as in circumſtances, and ſolicit 

his aid with a zealous fincerity, he never 

neglects to uphold and countenance, but diſ- 
tinguiſhes with conſpicuous and unqueſtion- 
able marks of his approbation. 


Let us in like manner ardently endeavour 
to obtain his favour and ſupport. Deſtitute 
and feeble as we are by nature, expoſed to 
unfor eſeen and inevitable evils; Reaſon itſelf 
K 2 admo- 
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admoniſhes us to transfer our confidence 
from thoſe objects which are incapable of 
adminiſtering the aſſiſtance our ſituations 
often require, to that Almighty Being, who 
can effectually relieve us. Placing our ſole 
dependance on our Maker, we ſhall not 

only enjoy the {ſweets of happy tranquillity, 


and remain unmoved amidſt the tumults 


and perturbations of the multitude which 


ſurrounds us, but alſo be perfectly un- 
daunted and ſerene when any alarming con- 
juncture happens, when public or when pri- 


vate danger threatens us. At this eventful 


criſis, when we ſtand moſt in need of the 


ſuccour and interpoſition of heaven, we 
thall experience it moſt; we ſhall feel ſome- 
thing within our, minds, confirming our 
reſolutions, and infuſing an unuſual degree 


of fortitude and boldneſs. We ſhall hear 


this indulgent voice whiſpering perpetual 


comforts to our hearts: Be not diſmayed 
nor confounded; thy God whom thou 


ſerveſt continually, he will deliver thee. 


He is thy ſhield and buckler; he will ſpread 
over thee the ſhelter of his almighty wings, 
2 . 
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and his everlaſting love ſhall be thy guard. 
If he be for thee, who or what can be againſt 
thee? Thoſe who attach themſelves to his 
ſervice with inflexible fidelity, he will not 
fail to befriend and deliver in the trying 
hour: or, if this is not conſiſtent with the 
wiſe plan which he has in view, if he does 
not think proper to recompenſe their pious 
conſtancy and zeal in this world, he will 

crown it with a reward in the next, which 

| ſhall be great in proportion to the difficul- 
ties and hardſhips they have encountered 
dere. Of this the three Hebrews were per- 
fectly ſenſible when they were on the point 
of being caſt into the burning fiery furnace, 
in conſequence of their refuſal to comply 
with the arbitrary and tyrannical command 
which they had received, to fall down and 
adore the golden image which was ſet up 
in the plain of Dura. How ſpirited and 
noble was their reply to the Chaldean mo- 
narch! how expreſſive of ſovereign con- 
tempt for his furious menaces, and of abſo- 
lute confidence in their God! Uttered in 


oY, the 
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the maſt peremptory ſtrain, it plainly, 
though tacitly, indicated a firm perſuaſion 
that, if the Power whom they ſerved did 
not refeue them in the preſent world, 
he would compenſate their ſufferings 
with infinite felicity in a future 
one. Our God whom we ſerve (ſaid 
they) is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace; and he will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king. But if not, he it 
_ known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
ſerve: thy Gods, nor worthip the golden 
image which thou haſt ſet up. This poſi- 
tive and reſolute defiance of the king's in- 
junction exaſperated him in an uncommon 
| degree; his countenance was full of fury, 
and he ordered the furnace to be made ſe- 
ven times hotter than uſual. They were 
then bound in their own garments and caſt 
Into the midſt of the outrageous flames. 
But, O vain-glorious andrelentleſs monarch, 
what was thy amazement when (miraculous 
event!), inſtead of being. con ſumed, thou be- 
heldeſt them on their knees unterrified, un- 
injured, offering up their devotions in the 
midſt 
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midſt of the fire to the God whom they had 
always adored ! How impotent didſt thou 
appear to thyſelf Where was then that im- 
perious interrogation of thine, who is that 
God that ſpall deliver you out of my hands? 
It was changed into this exclamation, the 
dictates of aſtoniſhment, reverence, and 
awe: Lo, IT ſee four men looſe, walking in 
the midſi of the fire, and they have no hurt, 
and the form of the fourth is like * the ſon 
of God. Thus did the Moſt-High by a 


* From the uſe of the definite article (the) in this 
place it might naturally be imagined that Nebuchad- 
nazzar could allude to none but Jeſus Chriſt ; which 
could not poſſibly be the caſe, he being groſsly ad- 

dicted to idolatry, as ſufficiently appears from the be- 
ginning of the third chapter of Daniel, and therefore 
the exiſtence of this divine perſonage could make no 
part of his creed. Beſides, the Hebrew language has 
no definite article, unleſs the letter, N may be ſome- 
times deemed as ſuch, which however is not inſerted 
in this paſſage. Hence it evidently appears, in my 
opinion, that 577 "5812? MPT, ſimilis filio Dei, 


ought to be tranſlated, ke a ſon of God; that is, like 

a being of a ſuperior kind, tranſcendently majeſtic 
and awful in his air, poſſeſſed of ſupernatural excel» 
| lenco and perfection. 


K 4 ſupers 
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ſupernatural interpoſition eſpouſe the cauſe 

of his injured ſervants, and ſuſpend the ope- 
ration of the rapacious flames in ſuch a 
manner, that not even a ſingle hair of their 
head was ſinged! : 


And will he make us his peculiar care? 
Will the moſt Supreme of Powers be alſo 
the moſt attentive and propitious? Yes, if 
we pay all that regard to his precepts which 
| they {9 empinen}y deſery e, and cultivate 
with the moit vigilant aſſiduity thoſe pious 
habits and affections which they are ſo ſin- 
gularly calculated to excite and confirm. 
Thus ſhall we take an infallible ſtep to in- 
ſure the divine protection. Thus walking : 
under the auſpices of heaven, we ſhall not 
be confounded in the day of peril or diſtreſs: 
our God whom we ſerve continually, he 
will defend and deliver us. However, if 
happily we ſhould not experience this deli- 
verance here, yet, provided we devoutly con- 
template his ſacred laws both day and night, 
and cor ſtantly uniting practice with theory, 
make Faith and 9 Hope our aſſoci- 


ates 
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ates, we ſhall arive in the end, through the 
mediation of our Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the clemency of our Creator, to thoſe 
ever bleſt abodes, where Faith ſhall vaniſh 


away in viſion, and Hope be abſorbed in 
endleſs enjoyment, 


uf 
| 


FX Conixrh. 1 1. 21, 22 2, 23. 


All things are yours: 

Whether Paul, or Abpollos, or Cephas, or - the 

_ world, or life, or death, or things preſent, 
or things to come; all are yours; 


And Ye are Chriſt's; and Chrift is God” fs 


HE Apoſtle here repreſents to the 
Corinthians the eminent advantages 
which they enjoyed above the heathen 
world: and what he addrefles to them, the 
profeſſor of Chriſtianity, of whatever nation 
or rank in life he be, may with equal pro- 
priety apply to himſelf. Theſe advantages, 
although there is a ſtriking difference be- 

tween 
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tween them, ſome of them (as is obvious) | 
being infinitely ſuperior to the others in 
point of value and magnitude, are all high- 
ly eſtimable, and well worthy of the Chriſ- 
| tian's boaſt, But ſome of them how im- 
menſe and glorious! Things to come are all 
ours! and we are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
God's! The foul of the devout and pious 
man catches new ardour at the thought, 
and ſeems tranſported beyond itſelf on the 


wings of celeſtial extaſy! it feels the utmoſt | 


elevations of ſeraghic love! He cannot 
find language ſufficiently glowing and ani- 
mated to expreſs his gratitude towards that 
Being, who has diſtinguiſhed him with . 
ſuch . invaluable privileges! The acknow- 
ledgements which the holy tranſports of his 
zeal force from his lips, energic and fer- 
vent as they are, yet are in the higheſt de- 
gree inadequate to that profound ſenſe 
which his heart entertains of the divine good- 
neſs. While he has theſe eminent diſtinc- 
tions to boaſt, he is ſo far from envying the 
monarch or his throne, in all the pride of 


| regal pomp and dignity, that from the ex- 
OLE alted 
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alted ſphere to which he is thus raiſed by 
the indulgence of heaven, he looks down 
upon him with pity, and would think the 
univerſe itſelf too dearly purchaſed by the 
exchange of thoſe glorious hopes which 
conſtitute all his felicity. 


Let us then, in order to impreſs our 
minds with a deeper ſenſe of the benefits in 
| which he glories, take a ſeparate view of 
them, and, with a ſeriouſneſs ſuited to the 
nature of the ſubject, conſider our obliga- 
tions to become wiſer and better, and the 
neceſſity of an improvement in the prac- 
tice of piety proportioned to the helps 
and inſtructions with which we are fa- 
voured, 3 


Paul, Apollos, and Cephas, offer them- 
ſelves firſt to our conſideration: theſe three : _ 
may be all included under one view, what 
is applicable to one of them belonging 
equally to the others, when beheld in the 
light in which they are placed by the Apoſ- 
tle. The hiſtory of St. Paul is ſo well 
| | | known, 


—u—y— — ——— — — — 
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known, that it would be a ſort of inſult 


to an intelligent audience to ſay any thing 
on this head. His zealous attachment to 
Judaiſm, his miraculous converſion, and 


indefatigable induſtry in diſſeminating the 
- glorious Truths of Chriſtianity, are cireum- 
| ſtances, of which the moſt illiterate can 


hardly be ignorant. 


Apollos (as we are informed in the Acts 


of the Apoſtles) was a native of Alexandria, 


a man remarkable for his eloquence, | 


and extremely converſant with the {crip- 


tur es. 


Cephas (as almoſt every one muſt know) 


is no other but St. Peter himſelf, the He- 
brew word Cephas having preciſely the 
ſame ſignification with the term Peter in 
the Greek Language, which means a rock; 


an alluſion to that paſſage in St. Matthew's 
Goſpel, where our Saviour tells this diſciple 
that his name ſhould be Peter, and that up- 
on this rock he would build his church, 
and the gates of hell ſhould not prevail 
aft 
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againſt it. Now theſe three eminent per- 
ſonages all concurring in the moſt aſſiduous 
efforts for the propagation of the goſpel ; 
what we are to underſtand by their being 


ours, is this, that we have the peculiar ad- 


vantage of their doctrine and inſtructions, 


to eſtabliſh us in the path of duty, and fi- 
nally conduct us from theſe troubled re- 
gions to the manſions of everlaſting reſt. 
To this great end let us be always atten- 
tive, and omit no action which in any mea- 
ſure conduces towards it, and has the moſt 


diſtant connection with it. Particularly 


in imitation of theſe illuſtrious characters, 


whole names are tranſmitted down in tlie 


ſacred Pages with ſo much glory and ap- 
plauſe, let it be our employ, to the utmoſt 
of our power, to diffuſe abroad that holy 
Religion which we profeſs, and which is ſo 
creative of happineſs where-ever it is found. 
By theſe means ſhall we give light to them 


who ſit in darkneſs, diſpell the ſhadow of 


death which hovers over their ſouls, and 
guide their feet into the way of Peace. 


What nobler taſk can mortals be engaged 
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in, than to inform the ignorant, ſet the 
wanderer right who has been miſled by 
error, and ſnatch the deluded victim of folly 
from the gulf of wretchedneſs and ruin? 
Theſe are offices which muſt be ſingularly 


pleaſing to the humane and benevolent 
mind. 


Having thus ſeen in what ſenſe Paul, 


Apollos, and Cephas, are ours, we are next 


led to conſider, how the world, and life, and 
- death, and preſent things, are ours. 


When we contemplate is fe 3 1 


on earth, how diſcouraging and gloomy a 
ſcene preſents itſelf! A thouſand difficul · 


ties and diſaſters lie before us, w which no 


{kill can remove, and no prudence prevent. 
A thouſand dangers riſe around, which 
the utmoſt vigilance and caution cannot 
ſhun. So liable is the moſt proſperous ſtate 
to diſappointments and vexations, that we 
may juſtly ſay, with ſuffering Job of old, 
Man is born to trouble as the ſparks fly up- 
wards, But how peculiarly dark and 


dreary 
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dreary muſt have been the proſpect before 
Religion diſcloſed her glories to human 
view, and directed it upwards to better and 
happier regions, where every tear ſhall be 
wiped away from every eye, where ſorrow | 
and ſighing ſhall never dare approach, and 
pain and death ſhall be no more! To 
thoſe who were immerſed in pagan igno- 
rancè and darkneſs, all whoſe views of hap- 
pineſs were terminated by the preſent life, 
the afflictions incident to this mortal ſtate 
muſt have appeared almoſt inſupportable. 
Accordingly we find a celebrated Greek * 
poet lamenting the melancholy poſture of 
human affairs, and the vanity of an ex- 
iſtence which appeared to him without 
hope or deſign, in the moſt touching and 
«pathetic manner. Alas! (ſays he) the 
flowers and verdure of the field after death 
revive, and flouriſh again for another year 
in all their former beauty: but man with 
all his boaſted power and wiſdom, helpleſs 
man, when once he dies, reſts obſcure aud 
forgotten in the boſom of the earth, never 
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more to riſe, but doomed to a long aud 
everlaſting ſleep. This, among many other 
4nſtances which might be adduced from the 
Greek and Roman writers, may ferve to 
ew) O. unçomfortable and forlorn an 
aſpect the human condition wore before 
the glorious dawn of Revelation appeared: 
the cloud, which ſat thick and heavy all 
around, was impenetrable to the [feeble eye 
of Reaſon. But when this celeſtial | day- 
ſtar darted forth. its reviving: beams—— 
when the: Goſpel was promulgated, the 
gloom was diſfipated in a moment, the 
proſpect brightened up into heavenly. luſtre, 
and all was chearfulneſs, ſerenity, and joy! 
the deſtination of man in this world was 
no langer my ſterious and inexplicable; 
Life and Immortality, were completely 
brought to light; Heaven itſelf and its 
ineffable felicities were diſcloſed; never - 
fading Crowns of Glory were held forth as 
the reward of the good and virtuous after 
death, who. had full aſſurance given them 
cf ſhining like: the brightneſs of the fir- 
mament, 
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mament, and like the ſtars for ever and ever, 
Wi ys moſt exalted ſtations of eternal 


2 bliſs! 


21 Win tbie tranſporting and glorious prof- 
pect before him, the Chriſtian may call 
every thing here his own. Invited to a 
ſplendid diſtinction among the Sons of 
Light, and to a participation of immortal 
pleaſures in the manſions. of the Bleſt, can 
he be dazzled with the glare, of earthly 
grandeur, or think the moſt- illuſtrious 
mortal deſerving of his envy? Alas! What 
is there here to ſatisfy the ever active and 
| vaſt deſires of an immortal ſpirit? It breaks 
with the utmoſt impatience through the 
narrow. priſon of Creation, and ſeeks thoſe 
regions of ſovereign excellence where the 
Almighty Original of perfection dwells, 
and where alone it ſhall find obj 
quate to thoſe boundleſs capacities of hap- 
pineſs in which it glories. He who con- 
fines his debres . within the limits which 
Religion preſeribes, by wanting none of the 
envied advantages of this world, may be 
b laid 
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ſaid to be maſter of them all, and to enjoy 
them in a manner far ſuperior to that in 


which they are enjoyed by the real poſ- 
ſeſſors. But ſhould he be placed by Provi- 


dence in flouriſhing and opulent circum- 


ſtances, fortune laviſhing her favors at his 
feet, and honour eagerly fuing for his ac- 


ceptance, he makes a proper eſtimate of 
theſe bounties of fate, which, if rightly uſed, 
may become important bleflings, and great- 


ly enlarge the ſphere of his utility. He 
makes them fubſervient to the nobleſt of 


purpoſes, that of doing good, and only va- 
lues them as inſtruments of affording relief 


to the neceſſitous, and of communicating 
that happineſs to others which himſelf 
poſſeſſes in ſo eminent a degree. He looks 
up to heaven with gratitude for their enjoy- 
ment and contmuance, and, ſhould it be 


the will of heaven to deprive. him of them, 


not only reſigns them without deſpair or 
ſorrow, but even without a repining ſigh, 


and cries out with ſubmiſſive reverence, 


Thy will be done. He did not centre his 


bappineſs; in them; fo far from riveting tis 
affections 


1 
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- affeQtions upon then, he had prepiirel him- 


ſelf for relinquiſhing them, always regard- 
ing them as things whole poſſeſſion was 
extremely precarious, and as ancapable in 


themſelves of affording any real felicity. 
Whatever he loſes here, he knows that he 


has a better and a far more enduring ſub- 


ſtance laid up for him above, where all is 


ſtability and immortal joy; and therefore is 


ſtill maſter of himſelf, and placed beyond 
the reach of worldly defire, amidſt the moſt 
trying . emergencies and ſevere privations; 
which are ſo far from ſubduing his reſo- 
Jutions of patience, that he will not even 


ſuffer them to wii or Giſcompoſp 


S him. 


And as the pious Chriſtian has gained 
the victory over the world, and life, and 


preſent things, ſo does he equally triumph 


over death. His whole life had been but 


one continual preparation for his laſt hour, 
and therefore he meets it all placid and 
| ſerene, and welcomes it as the meſſenger 
of eternal liberty and happineſs. By often 


bg meditati ig 


ik 

1 
17% 
$4 
+ 
7 
* 
0 1 
3 

» 4 
I 
i 
EN 
* 
19 
oo? 
* 
1 
* 
= 
| A 
=_ 
5 
1 
* 
10 
1 


+250 8 E R M 0 N vI. 


meditating upon it in the hours of health, 
and familiarizing it to his imagination, he 
had diſarmed the gloomy tyrant of his dart; 
and he fees him now” adyancing in that 
beauteous and angelic form in which he 
once appeared to the glorious train of ſaints 
and martyrs, who ran with extaſy into his 
arts, as what was to afford them a refuge 

from the cruelty of their foes, and convey 

them to the regions of eternal felicity. The 
' remembrance of a thouſand good actions 
which he has performed towards the or- 
-phan, the friendleſs, and the diſtreſſed, riſes 
before him, and ſooths his ſoul with un- 
- utterable | Joy- All the terrors of f uturity 
vauiſh, The proſpect is bright and ſmil- 
ing, His mind is perfectly at eaſe; it diſ- 
| burdens itſelf of every concern, and caſts 
all its ſolicitude about the relatives or 
friends whom he leaves behind, upon his 
God. He hears a voice divine whiſpering 
confidence to his ſoul, and exclaims with 
ineffable tranſport, I have fought the good 
fight, 1 have kept the Faith, I have finiſhed 
_ ware Heneefbrth there is lajd up 


for 
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for me an everlaſting Crown which 1 ſhall 


receive from the ande of ny all-fighteous 
Judge himſelf! O Death, where is thy 
ſting! O grave, where is thy victory! Soon 


ſhall this corruptible put on incorruption, 
and this mortal put on immortality, 1 in the 


Happy realms of Light, where faith mall 
be abſorbed in certainty, and hope in endleſs 
Joy! What is there in this terrifying phan- 
rom, Death, that the good man ſhould fear? 
*Tis fin alone, which creates its ſting, and 
gives it-a form of horror. Virtue can diſ- 
cover nothing in it a alarming. And now, 
ve enticing blandiſhments of the world, ye 


gaudy trifles of a moment which deceive 


- mankind, how poor and deſpicable do ye 
appear! What are crowns and ſceptres, 
compared with that felicity which I am 


going to experience! I would not exchange 
my preſent condition for that of the moſt 


exalted potentate on earth. Ye- tireſome 
vanities of life, adieu! Celeſtial joys break 


in upon me! The dazzling manſions of Pa- 
radiſe appear before me. A few ſhort mo- 
ments more, and] ſhall be removed from 
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theſe 4 tempeſtuous chmes to the blifſ 
ful ſhores above, the teats of immortal life 


and pleaſure, there in 8 all di- 
vine to paſs a whole Eternity! 


How wikis muſt be tha ftate of that 


man's mind, who, at ſo;folemn a conjunc- 


ture, can utter een like theſe! 


How pleaſing muſt be the retroſpect of his | 

TY paſt conduct! He finds no  unrepented crime, 
no cauſe for ſelf-reproach. This circum- 
ſtance makes his ſun go down in peace, 
and gilds the evening of his life with me- 


ridian luſtre. He paſſes undaunted through 
the darkſome vale of death, for the rod and 
ſtaff of his great Shepherd ſupport him. 


He joy fully commends his ſpirit | into the 
bands of his almighty F ather, humbly rely- 


ing for Acceptance on the merits of a mer- 
ciful Redeemer, who by his death made a 
complete atonement for the fins of man- 


kind. On this ſte adfaſt baſis all his hopes 


are built, nor is it in the power of. 


human 5 
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human or infernal ſtratagems to dak 
them. E e 


Delightful deed 18 the v view of life cons: 
cluded in this manner. Not nature amidſt 
all her magnificence can boaſt ſo noble a 
ſcene. Edifying, in an extraordinary de- 
gree, is the contemplation of ſuch heroic 
and pious benaviour in the laſt penſive ex- 
tremity 2 it detaches the thoughts from 
earthly objects, and lifts the ſoul to heaven. 
Let us then frequently indulge medita- 
tions like theſe; they will he attended with 
the On yonſoquences, 


Thus! it appears that life and death are 
ours. But the Chriſtian has a far noblee 

boaſt remaining yet . behind; Things to 
come are alſo his; and he is Chriſt . and 
Chriſt is God' 's. Here how glorious a 
ſcene opens upon us! The boundleſs joys of 
5 Eternity are ours! As ſpan as death has 
broken down the partition-wall of clay 
which now ſtands between us and the at- 
fainment g of our hopes, ve ſhall bid adieu to 
theſe 


1 
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theſe darkſome abodes of mortality, and 
ſpring upwards with full enlargement to 
the regions of immortal Light and Happi- 
nefs. Hovering angels wait ardund the 
dying bed of the virtuous man, to catch 
his departing ſpirit, and waft it on their 
wings'to'the boſom of that great Being,' at 
whoſe right hand dwells fulneſs of joy, 
and pleaſure for evermore! The Son of God 
himſelf has purchaſed at the price of his 
own blood, for the fallen race of man, ſuch 
glories and poſſeſſions as neither mortal eye 
bath ever ſeen, nor mortal fancy in its bold- 
eſt excurſions ever been able to catch a 
glimpſe of! He deſcended from the ſkies 
to expiate by a painful death upon the croſs 
the guilt df a ruined world, to waſh in the 
ſtteams that flowed from his own agonizing 
wounds every ſtain away, and to qualify 
then for participating in the bliſsful inhe- 
titance of the Saints in Light. Thus, as 
the Apvſtle cells us, we are bought with a 
price; Jeſus, the expreſs Image of the Moſt 
High, the head of all principalities and 
Powersy has trade us his own. He is be- 

ry come 
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come the Univerſal Redeemer; he hath re- 
conciled us to his great Father, and though 


he is now ſeated at the right hand of the 


Majeſty on high, the King of kings; and 
'Lord of lords, dwelling in Light inacceſſi- 
ble, yet he is not aſhamed to call us his 
'brethren ! He who created the univerſe, and 
bows the heavens in his greatneſs, conde- 
ſcends to give us, frail, offending creatures, 
this tender appellation ! Exalted as he now 
is, he is perpetually interceding for us 
-with his Father, and, Himſelf, preſenting 
our imperfect prayers before the Eternal 

Throne; which through his. merits are aC- 
cepted as a ſacrifice well-pleaſing and accep- 
trble to God. We who were formerly 


afar off, ſtrangers to the heavenly promiſes, 


are now by Redeeming Love brought near, 


and inſtead of being, as then, enveloped in 


darkneſs, are made the children of Light. 
He hath graciouſly obliterated the hand- 
writing which was againſt us, and remov- 


ing it out of the way, nailed it to the croſs, 


that we might not be deterred by the view 
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of our unworthineſs From approaching to 
the ae of his Love. 


Such are the Ganal wives which we 


enjoy. Let us with becoming gratitude 


contemplate them, and let our actions cor- 
reſpond with the dignity of our ſituation 
and hopes. All things are ours, things 


preſent and to come, celeſtial and ter- 
reſtrial: to how ſtupendous a height is man 
exalted by Redemption! Is this the fallen 
miſerable Being to whom the Judge of hea- 
ven and earth addreſſed theſe humiliating 


words in Paradiſe, Duſt thou art, and unto 


duſt ſhalt thou return! How changed! how ]́æé 
ennobled! His mean original from duſt is 
now contraſted indeed. Honoured as we 


are with an acceſs to the Father, through 


the atonement of Jeſus Chriſt; no longer 
ſtrangers and pilgrims, but fellow- citizens 


with the ſaints, and domeſtics af an hea- 


venly Sovereign; called from the ſervitude % 


of fin into the glorious Liberty of the chit- 


dren of God; let our proficiency in piety and 
ö virtue keep pace with this immenſe benig⸗ 


pity 
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| nity of Heaven: let us walk cireumſpedly 5 


not as thoughtleſs and unwiſe, but as thoſe 
whoſe hope is full of immortality. For 
as our opportunities are great, ſo will our 
improvement of them be expected to be 
proportionably great likewiſe. This our 
Saviour himſelf has expreſſly declared to 


his diſciples in theſe memorable words: 


That ſervant who knew his Lord's will, 


and prepared not himſelf, neither did ac- 


cording to his will, ſhall be beaten with 


many ſtripes: but he that knew not 
and did commit things worthy of ſtripes, 
' ſhall be beaten with few ſtripes. For un- 
to whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall 


be much required. Let this aſſertion in- 
Cite us to renounce all communion with 
the works of darkneſs, and to aſſimilate 


ourſelves to the Divine Image by true and 
unblemiſhed holineſs, as far as in us lies; 


humbly imploring for this end the renew- 


ing influence of that Spirit, without whoſe 


ſuccour the frailty of man cannot but fall. 
Thus ſhall we in life inſure our Maker's ap- 
probation 3 and, when Death ſummons us 

away 
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a IN to the world of ſpirits, we ſhall ap- 
pear before him with confidential and holy 


Joy, repoling our truſt on that ſacred Name 
in n hien the Chriſtian glories—that Name, 


vation, ** ably aol Fae ee een 
the Name of Jeſus, by which alone offend- 
ing mortals can be faved. Nor will he 
diſdain, at that eventful Criſis, to accept of 
our ſincere obedience, to unite us to the 
angelic hoſt, and to aflign us a ſeat of Bliſs 
near his Thigns i in common with. ſhe daz - 
un afeably above. 
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| » beloved Pte, 17 ſaid unto. me, Ri 876 

ub my 1 80 5 Jour” one, and come 
23 away. 6 
For lo, the winter is bol, the rain is over 
and gone. 


The flowers appear- on the WY the's time of 
the finging of birds is come, and rhe voice | 


e ihe turtle 10 beard in our land, 


T AR LOUS have been thi Cconjec- 
tures of the learned in regard: to this 
highly; figurative and animated: compoſition 
of Solomon. The occaſion Which gave 
birth to it ſeems. to have been ſomething 
more than that mutual ardor of affectian 


entertained 
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entertained by the monarch of Iſrael and 
his queen. Accordingly ancient Writers, 
both Jewiſh and Chriſtian, concur in ex- 
tending its meaning beyond the narrow 
limits of a literal explication, and conſider 
it in a ſpiritual ſenſe; to which the myſtic 
deſcriptions, majeſtic yet ſimple allegories, 
and that fpirit of ſublimity which breathes 

in every part, ſeem naturally to lead. They 
look upon it as intended to repreſent that 
pure reciprocality of exalted love, and inti- 
mateunion, ſubſiſting between Chriſt and his 
ſpiritua Iſpouſe the Church, and the advanta- 
ges reſulting from this union. The paſſage 
above in particular may be regarded as 
beautifully prophetic of that total change 
and happy renovation which he accom- 
pliſhed in the condition of mankind by re- 
figning his life for their ſakes; a change no 
leſs great and wonderful than that which 
takes place in the natural world, when after 
the long, melancholy darkneſs of incle- 
ment ſkies, after the gloomy ſtorms and 
horrors of winter, the ſmiling ſpring ap- 
yours * cloudleſs and ſerene, cloathes the 

bn face 
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face of heaven with brightneſs, and warms 
the frozen earth with its genial and revivin 9 
influences. 


In this congratulatory and pathetic ad- 
dreſs of the divine Redeemer to his Church, 
we cannot but be ſtruck at the firſt view 
with that engaging character under which 
he is repreſented! In how pleaſing a man- 
ner is the infſufferable luſtre of his awful 
majeſty accommodated to the feeble view 
of humanity! How full of encouragement 
to the humble and timid mind, to contem- 
plate the great Author of the univerſe in 
this amiable light ! To the heart which is 
deprefled to the earth with the fear of hav- 
ing ſinned away all hopes of forgiveneſs and 
clemency, how ſuperlatively delightful this 
conſolatory call, Arife, and come away. 
For lo, the wvinter is paſt, the rain is over and 
gane Ariſe, and aſpire after that divine 
felicity which the mediation of thy Re- 
deemer has placed within thy reach. Lo, 
the gloomy clouds which hung over thy 
moral ſtate are entirely diſſipated, the dan- 

X ET 
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ger which threatened thy eternal welfare 
is over, aud the powers of darkneſs exerciſe 
their malevolence upon thee in vain, The 
flowers appear on the earth, the time of the 
ſinging of birds is come, and the voice of the 
turtle is heard. The long- expected ſeaſon 
of grace arrives, and preſages to the faith- 
ful a copious and tranſporting harveſt after 
all their labours and difficulties. Heaven 
and Immortality appear before thee in full 
and enchanting proſpect; angels tune their 
golden harps to ſtrains of ineffable melody, 
aud call thee to the ſkies; celeſtial day 
beaming every moment brighter and 
brighter all around thee. 


Meadows cloathed in lively verdure, em- 
belliſhed with a profuſion of odoriferous flow- 
ers, and filled with the harmony of birds, 
are a beautiful and expreſſive picture of 
that lightſome and chearful face which 
the ſtate of human affairs. immediately aſ- 5 
ſumed, in conſequence of the benevolent 

interpoſition of the Son of God in our be- 
half, From what a gulph of ruin and 


wretch- 
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wretchedneſs did we then emerge! To 
what an height of happineſs and dignity 
did we then ariſe! Inſtead of being over- 
whelmed in darkneſs and the ſhadow of 
death, we were admitted to the view of 
immortal glories, and directed into the 
paths which lead to thoſe bleſſed abodes 
where rivers of happineſs flow around in 
boundleſs plenitude. What hymns of 
gratitude and praiſe are due to him who 
by expiating with his own ineſtimable 
blood our offences on the croſs, thus 
dignified our nature! How ſhall we 1ut- 
ficiently celebrate his bounty for ſo ſur- 


pariſing a tranſition from the loweſt abyſs of 


ſadneſs and deſpondency to the loftieſt pitch 
of joy and triumph, from inevitable death 
to everlaſting life, from opprobrious ſervi- 
tude to the glorious liberty of the Sons of 
God! He has opened before us a paſſage 
from theſe dark and deſolate manſions to 
the bliſsful regions of immortal day. It 
weary of folly, and fick of thoſe inſipid 
gratifications which the ſ.nſualiſt purſues 
20-4 with 
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with ſuch avidity, we pour out the peni- 
tential ſigh before him in ſincerity, and ar- 
dently ſupplicate for the return of his love, 
he beholds our filial ſorrows with an eye 
of relenting concern and paternal tender- 
neſs, writes our names in heaven as his 
con beloved children, and the future heirs 
of eternal felicity among the ſaints in light. 
We are no longer inveloped in darkneſs; 
thoſe fatal miſts of error and ignorance 
which once intercepted the view of mor- 
tals, and ſurrounded the world, as it were, 
with Egyptian night, diſappear before the 
conquering ſplendors of the Sun of righte- 
ouſneſs, and are abſorbed and loſt in the 
difffuſive blaze of its ſuperior light. That 
auſpicious period is arrived, the Church is 
. witneſs to that happy revolution of affairs, 
the prophetic view of which ſuggeſted this 
juſt and animated addreſs ſo long before, 
Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord 1s riſen upon thee. | 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe lively and natural images which 
the wiſeſt of men has combined with fo 


much propriety and energy in order to re- 
preſent the preeminent advantages which 
we enjoy, though refreſhing the fancy with 
the moſt lovely picture, and calculated to 
excite the moſt delightful ideas, yet are far 


from anſwering fully the end which he 
propoled. So great indeed, fo immenſe are 


thoſe advantages, that the boldeſt figures 


and moſt animated metaphors which the 


whole extent of human language can fur- 
niſh, are inſufficient to give us an ade- 


uu conception of 1 it. 


Let us then adore that ineſtimable love 
which the Father of mercies diſplayed in 


delivering up his only Son to rhe croſs for 
the ſake of fallen man. Let us adore the 
unexampled benignity and condeſcenſion of 


the Son, who willingly ſubmitted to the 


moſt excruciating and ignominious torments 
to purchaſe for us thoſe inexpreifibly glori- 


ous advantages which conſtitute our higheſt 
boaſt and happineſs. Not contented with 
| M 3 being 


— 
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being deſpiſed and rejected of men, with be- 
coming a man of ſorrows end acquainted with 
grief; how chearfully did he ſubmit on 


our account to the moſt opprobrious and 
| horrid death which the barbarity of his 
malicious adverſaries could invent! What 
an inſtance of tranſcendent benevolence! 
The ſmalleſt acknowledgment that we can 


make in return, is to liſten with delight to 


his gracious invitation, and to obey his call 
with the utmoſt expedition. To turn a 
deaf and callous ear, would ſurely argue the 
molt atrocious. ingratitude. Let us ariſe, 
and come away, committing ourſelves to 
His guidance, who will infallibly conduct 
us to the attainment of beatitude, compared 
with which the felicity which our firſt 
parents loſt in Paradiſe, great as it was, 
diminiſhes to nothing. To the heart 


which has felt the renewing influences of 
his love, and which by unintermitted ap- 


plication to the throne of grace is meta- 
morphoſed into the divine ſimilitude, how 
delightful to hear the muſic of his voice, 

to fit down under the ſhadow which his 


7 hs | protecting 
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protecting goodneſs ſo widely ſpreads 
around, and to taſte with humble confi- 
dence the celeſtial fruits which he has diſ- 
penſed with ſo liberal an hand for the re- 
freſhment of the weary, and the comfort of 
the afflicted ſoul! His call is not limited 
to a few; it extends indiſcriminately to 
the whole race of mankind. Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 
vill give yon reſt, But when we approach 
nis altar to experience this holy reſt, we 
muſt not preſume on our own merits, but 
be deeply impreſſed with a due ſenſe of 
our unworthineſs, and throw ourſelves 
without reſerve into the arms of his cle- 
mency; for the high minded aud arrogant 
are his averſion: as he never fails to cruſh 
the ill founded hopes of the preſumputous, 
ſo he takes a ſuperlative delight in encou- 
raging and ſupporting thoſe who fink be- 
neath the burden which the conſciouſueſs 
of their demerits inflicts upon them. He 
1s repreſented in the ſacred writings as 
liſtening with a peculiar degree of atten- 
tion to the cries of the lowly and contrite 

M 4 — in 
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in heart. From the inex hauſtible foun- 
tain of his clemency flows a balmy cordial, 
which never fails, to give relief and heal 
the wounds which the recollection of paſt 
miſdeeds has wrought within the foul. He 
diſcountenanceth the proud, and reſiſteth 
all their preſumptuous attempts to ſet his 
power at defiance, but imparts liberal pox- 
tions of his grace and alliſtance to the hum- 


ble, 


From this rich ſource ſhould all, who 
are too apt to be overwhelmed with terror 
and deſpair at the view of their infirmities, 
derive hope and conſolation. . Aſſured as 
they are in his own ineſtimable word of his 
unbounded goodneſs, ſtriking and incon- 
trovertible as the numerous proofs are 
which it preſents, that he beholds the re- 
turning Deer e with an eye of tenderneſs 
and pity, highly irrational muſt it be to 
ſuffer the humiliating remembrance of 
former offences ſo far to depreſs and terrify 
their minds as to prevent them from ſeek- 
ing the recov Wer: of his love. Or if theſe 

repe ted 
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repeated aſſurances and proofs are inſuf- 
ficient to procure eaſe for the troubled ſpirit, 
let them turn back their view to that ever 
memorable inſtance of ſtupendous benevo- 
lence with which he cloſed his miniſtry on 
earth, and contemplate him ſuſpended in 
agonies on the fatal tree. How moving 
and awful a ſcene! Who can paint it in all 

its mournful and affecting colours? All the 

powers of the moſt animated imagination 

are vaſtly inadequate to the taſk. The 
review of thoſe acute and unparalleled ſuf- 
ferings which he underwent to reſcue us 
from eternal pain, at the ſame time that 
it melts, ſhall communicate ſtrength and 
conſolation to the bleeding heart. There 
is nothing ſo happily calculated for healing 
the broken ſpirit, for removing its anxiety, 
and inſpiring it with fortitude and vigour. 
What was his behaviour at this critical and 
tremendous conjuncture? Did he evince 
the ſmalleſt ſymptom of indignation againſt 
the race of mankind 1n general, though 
their ſins had nailed him to the croſs, or 
againſt that brutal crew 1n particular, who 

5 Were 
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were more immediately his perſecutors? 
Did he give the weeping penitent any rea- 


ſon to conclude that his tears and humilia- 
tion would be rejected? Did not his good- 
neſs and compaſſion towards a fallen and 
| miſerable world ſhine out with the ſame un- 
clouded luſtre even to the laſt moment of 


His life? How ſtrikingly amiable, how 


wonderfully replete with clemency, was 
his behaviour to the repenting malefactor 


who was ſuffering by his fide the puniſh- 


ment due to his crimes! On evincing an 


unfeigned ſorrow for his paſt miſconduct, 
and expreſſing an ardent deſire to be re- 


remembered by his dying Saviour as ſoon 


"as he ſhould come into his kingdom, he 


received from thoſe divine lips this delight- 
ful aſſurance, This day ſhalt thou be with me 


in Parad iſe. 


Theſe ac ſhould ſound continually _ 


in the ears of the penitent and deſponding 
finner. If he implores with the ſame ardor 


and heart-felt contrition the ſame diſtine- 


tion and immenſe felicity, there is no room 


for 
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for doubt that he alſo ſhall. one day be 
with his Redeemer in Paradiſe, Go 
then in fancy to the top of Calvary, the 
theatre, on which was exhibited the moſt 
tragical of ſcenes! Contemplate him (if 
thou canſt bear the horrid ſurvey) groaning 
under thoſe inconceivable barbarities and 
torments which brought everlaſting caſe 
and happineſs to thee. In devout proſtra- 
tion at the foot of his croſs, adore the in- 
carnate God, and mingle thy tears with 
thoſe profuſe and precious ſtreams with 
which his wounds bedewed the agonizing 
tree; nor will he diſregard that ſacred [ym 
pathy which makes thee weep at the view 
of thoſe tortures which the crimes of man- 
kind have ſo ſeverely inflited upon him, 
and yet he fo patiently bears for their 
fakes, On the contrary, he will afford 
thee the moſt endearing and delightful 
proofs of his mercy. On the croſs is ſuſ- 
| pended together with him all our hope 
and confidence; his death is the certain 
earneſt of eternal life to man. One touch 
From N now rendered ſacred by the 
blood 
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blood of thy dying Lord, is of ſovereign 
efficacy to diſpel thoſe maladies-which the 
ſting of guilt has occaſioned within thy 
ſoul, and to convert the dreary proſpe& 
which thy terrified imagination raiſes 
around thee, into a ferene and lightſome 
Paradiſe: the film which obſtructs thy 
intellectual view ſhall be removed, and thou 
| ſhalt behold with divine extaſy more than 
| Paradiſe itſelf reſtored to thee. Juſtly 
therefore might the Apoſtle exclaim in this 
language of holy tranſport, God forbid that 
I fbould glory, ſave in the Croſs of- our Lord 
Feſus Chrift, by whom the world is ene 
3 me, and I unto the world. - 


VE Jeſu, reſtorer of a fallen race who had 

_ forfeited heaven by their diſobedience, ſhed 
the vivifying influence of thy divine ſpirit 
over our hearts, extirpate every degenerate 

principle, mould them into that perfect and 


heavenly frame which made the Apoſtle 


utter this pious exclamation; Grant us 


the ſame elevating views of thoſe ineſtima- 
ble advantages n by thy Paſſion; 
"4 that 
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that we may glory in nothing ſave thy 
croſs, and that the world may be crucified 


to us, and we to the world. Draw us 
with the cords of thy love from this faſci- 


nating ſcene of vanity with which we are 
ſurrounded, and unite us to thyſelf. In 
ſpite of all our efforts, what an aſcendency 


has the world over our affections! how 


cloſely does it twine about our hearts! How 


difficult to reſiſt its ſoft perſuaſions, and 


contemn its endearing allurements ! But 
when thou calleſt, with what indifference 


and coldneſs do we hear! A thouſand 


ſubtle evaſions are ready, a thouſand futile 
_ excuſes to decline the gracious invitation. 
How exactly is our caſe deſcribed by the 
inſpired Penman, who figuratively transfers 
it to the church: i is the voice of my beloved, 


Jay, open to me, my ſiſter, my love; ar - 
my head is filled with dew, and my locks with 
the drops of the night. Though the knew 


the gentle accents of his voice, yet how 
unkindly does the reply! how poor an 
apology «for refuſing her heavenly lover 


that Helter which he ſo pathetically im- 


plored! 
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plored ! I have waſhed my feet, how ſpall I 
defile them ? At length her heart upbraids 
her with her ungenerous remiflneſs, and 
ſhe is ſoftened into tenderneſs by his mov- 
ing ſolicitation. She roſe up to open to 
her beloved, and her hands dropped with 
ſweet · ſmelling myrrh upon the lock, the 
precious remains of that fragrance which 
the touch of her Lord had left there. I 
opened (ſays ſhe) to my beloved, but he had 
withdrawn himſelf, and was gone: my ſoul 
failed when he ſpale: I ſpught him, but I could 
not find him; I called him, but he gave me 
no anſwer, He was gone! Seize then the 
preſent opportunity, give him admiſſion 
into thy heart while he is to be found. 
With what inward pangs and external in- 
conveniences was this negligence and delay 
of hers attended! Hear her reprefenting her 
unfortunate condition: The watchmen that 
went about the city found me, they ſmote me, 
they awounded me; the keepers of the walls lost 
away my veil from me, Oh, what infatuation 
does it argue to defer that momentous work 
on which our everlaſting felicity is ſuſ- 
pended! 
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pended! Ought procraſtination to be found 

among thoſe who cannot be ſure of furuiity, 
nor even of another moment? What 19 
life? An airy viſion, a gaudy meteor, 
which juſt ſparkles, and then 1s ſeen no 
more. 


Hiſtory records that when the city of 
Syracuſe was taken by ſtorm, Archimedes 
Was ſo intent on his ſtudies that he did not 
hear the univerſal tumult which ſuch a diſ- 

aſter muſt occaſion, nor perceive the deſtruc- 
tion which was pouring around him on 
every ſide. But how fatal was this abſtrac- 
tion of mind! for ere he was ſenſible of 
his danger, an inhuman ſoldier ruſhed upon 
him, and ended at once his ſpeculations 
and his life. Thus is it with him who is 
inattentive to the grand concern which 
ſhould occupy all his thoughts. Multi- 
tudes are daily and hourly falling around him, 
vet he negleQs theſe awful warnings, and 
ſeems to think his condition immutable. 
In this manner he goes on, connecting plea- 
ſure with pleaſure 1 in uninterupted ſeries, and 
dancing 
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dancing as it were upon the verge of a pre- 
cipice, till death comes ſuddenly upon him, 
and with one irreſiſtible blow hurls him 
down into the unfathomable abyſs of eter. 
nity. | | 


Can nothing ſoften my obdurate heart, 
and diflolve the charm which ties me down 
to the world? Nothing but thy aſſiſtance, 
O Son of God! who canſt in a moment 
turn the hearts of the diſobedient to the wiſ- 
dom of the juſt. The potent energy of thy 
grace can effectually rectify our perverſe 
inclinations, and transform our callous 

natures into that relenting diſpoſition, that 
devout ſenſibility, which melts in a mo- 
ment at the fear of having offended. Ren- 
der us ſuſceptible of thoſe divine impreſ- 
ſions which are ſo neceſſary to the regula- 
tion of our affections, and * without which 
we cannot be qualified for thy favour. Re- 
move the film of mortality from our eyes, 
make us clearly perceive the numerous 
dangers impending over our heads, and 
wean 


E R M O N VI. 177 


wean our deſires from . things to 
heaven. it; N 


e (ſaid the returning prodigal in 
the parable) I have ſinned againſt heaven 
and before thee, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy ſon. O heavenly father! (ought 
we alſo to return and fay) I have ſinned 

before thee, I have forfeited thy clemency 
by my obſtinate perſeverance in that path 
which thou haſt prohibited, .and am no 
more worthy to be called thy ſon. Dare 

I, a flagrant rebel, loaden with crimes and 
guilt, implore thy pardon! Ought not ra- 
ther the phial of thy vengence to diſcharge 
its flaming contents upon my execrable 
head? Dol not deſerve to be hurled head- 
long by the thunders of thy wrath to the 
realms of endleſs woe? But though incenſed 
Juſtice calls aloud for my puniſhment, yet 
I hear the ſtill ſmall voice of mercy plead- | 
ing in my behalf, and crying, Forgive.” 
Thou, O my Saviour, haſt expiated my 
offences with thy own blood: though my 
ſtain be of the deepeſt dye, thoſe ſacred 
. N and 
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and purifying ſtreams mall effeQually waſh 
it away. Thou acteſt as my advocate and 
interceſſor with thy almighty Father, and 
through thy meritorious death alone can I 
hope for pardon. The burden of my fins 
is intolerable, and weighs me down to 
the, daſt! I abhor myſelf, and hardly dare 
to lift _ ſupplicating eyes to thee. for 
Os 97 14 7 

918 1 the ſoul which can ſay in the 
language of the ſpiritual bride, fo expreſſive 
of her bliſsful] though myſtic union with 
her Lord, My beloved is mine, and I am 
bis. What can interrupt the ſacred tran- 
quillity which it feels from a conſciouſneſs 
of this divine communion? No loſs, nor 
affliction, nor any earthly accident what- 
ever. With all the fervor of genuine de- 
votion it exclaims, My Redeemer and my 
God, Whom have I in heaven but thee? and 
there is nothing upon earth that I defire in 
compariſon of thee. Fain would I emulate 
the lofty ſtrains of archangels, fain would 
I catch a ſpark of that celeſtial flame which 
glows 
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glows within their boſoms, to expreſs the 
pious ard of my affection for thee in 
words adaptec to my feelings. As the 
thirſty hart pants for the refreſhing ſprings, 
| ſo do I gaſp for that happy period when 
I ſhall ſee thee face to face, and gaze with- 
out controul on infinite excellence and un- 


ereated Glory! Oh, that I had the wings of 


a dove, for then would I fly away from a 


place where I can find no enjoyment conge- 


nial with my immortal nature; then would 
I bid adieu to theſe regions of ſorrow and 
death, and fly to Thee! How do I languiſh 
for the fruition of that ſuperior felicity ex- 


perienced by angels, and long to mingle 
with the white-robed multitudes who ſtand 


before the throne of God, waving their 
triumphant palms, in token of their victory 


over the world, through the power of the 
Lamb that was ſlain, and now liveth for- 
everandever! But as yet mortality forbids; 
I muſt- patiently attend that hour when 
death ſhall releaſe me from my fetters, 
and diſmiſs me to the ſkies.— The ſoul 
which indulges theſe holy and ſublime 
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aſpirations, enjoys a felicity which it would 
not exchange for the wealth of all the 
monarchs in the univerſe. *Fhe' regal pur- 


ple, the golden ſceptre, and the gorgeous 


diadem, are trifles, which, if balanced 


with that infinitely ſuperior treaſure which 
it poſſeſſes within, would be found hghter 


than vanity itſelf, and ſpurned with con- 
tempt. Even here below it is privileged 
with a prelibation of that happineſs which 
diſembodied TOY enjoy kia 


This ſacred impatience for the fruition 
as divine perfection does the ſincere peni- 


tent long to attain. O Thou (he cries), 
who knoweſt that we are but duſt, com- 


-miſerate my frailty, and enable me to riſe 


ſuperior to the wiles of my infernal enemy. 


Fain would I too elevate my affections to 


this feraphic height, anticipate with unin- 


termitting extaſy the bliſs of heaven, and 
love nothing but Thee. Fain would I 


break aſunder thoſe ties which bind me to 
error and folly, but an innate propenſity to 


ill reſtrains me. How applicable is the 
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impaſſioned complaint of the Apoſtle to 
myſelf! Or rather if he, who, by the aſſiſ- 
tance of the divine ſpirit, had ſubdued 


every habit and inclination which militated 
againſt his duty, complained in this man- 
ner, how much greater reaſon have I for 
lamenting my infirmity! The good that I 
would, I do not; but the evil which I would 
not, that 1 do. T fee a law in my members 


warring againſt the law of my mind, and 


bringing me into captivity to the law of fin. O 


wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver 
me from the dominion of thoſe depraved | 


deſires which tyrannize over my foul! 
Who ſhall put a ſtop to the ravages and 


deſolations which fin has multiplied in my 
nature? Hark! a voice replies, I that ſpeak 


in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave! From me 


expect and receive the ſupport which thou 
imploreſt. My grace ts ſufficient. for thee. 


O amiable, tranſporting ſound! It came 


from the croſs. Ah! there hangs all my 


ſuccour, all my hope and ſtrength! And is 


it poſſible! myſterious and adorable truth! 
the Son of God bleeding for an execrable 


N 3 reptile, 
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reptile, bleeding for the guiltieſt of the 
guilty, even for me! Ves, from thoſe gap- 
ing wounds ſtreams a medicinal fountain, 
of wondrous efficacy to aſſuage the ſmarts 
of ſin, and cure the maladies which it has 
introduced into the ſoul. Wounded for 
my tranſgreſſions, pouring out his ſoul in 
the agonies of a lingering and cruel death! 
My God! my God! and waſt. thou vilified, 
perſecuted for' me! Have my iniquities 
nailed thee to the croſs! Oh that my head 
were waters and my eyes fountains of tears, 
inexhauſtible. fountains, that I might de- 
plore without any intermiſſion the enor- 
mity of thoſe iniquities! Why does not my 
frozen ſtubborn heart flow through my eyes 
in never-ceafing torrents of grief, or burſt 
aſunder at once with the recollection of 
' thoſe bitter pangs which thou, O gracious 
Son of God, enduredſt unrepining, uure— 

luctant, for wy ſake! NO. 


Thus it is with all mankind. Even the 
beſt experience frequent inſtances of this 
infirmity in themſelves. Tis congenial 

8 with 
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with the human mind, 'tis interwoven in 
its very texture. When the ſoul, ab- 
ſtracted from every ſublunary thought, and 
ſoaring aloft upon the eagle wings of con- 
templation, is ready to aſcend as it were 
into the heaven of heavens, how ſuddenly 
does ſome trifling imagination intervene ! 
mortality prevails, and drags it down again 


to earth. This is the unhappy conſequence 


of the fall: nor will it be removed till 
death ſhall diveſt the ſpirit of its cum- 


brous terreſtrial cloathing, and permit it to 
expatiate a pure, unconfined, and unbodied 


eſſence, in its native ſkies. Tf vanity and 
diſobedience found entrance into heaven, 
and diffuſed their baneful influence over 


the boſoms of the bleſt, how juft were the | 


warning words of the angel who, flying 
through midheaven, cried in the ears of 
St John, Wee to the inhabitants of the earth! 
How can they hope to eſcape the pernicious 
contagion, and to ſhut up their hearts en- 
tirely againſt the approaches of levity and 


folly? If beings who were all purity and 


perfection, if angels fell, how can fo frail 
>; . aarea- 
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a creature as man, who is naturally prone 
to evil, ſtand ſecure amidſt the nu» 
merous temptations. to which he is ex- 


a 


But although this total detachment of 
the ſoul from every temporal engagement 
be difficult, yet it may be effected; we 


may cultivate a perpetual acquaintance with 
the ſpiritual world, and enjoy unmoleſted 
communion with our God, Elſe why this 
| gentle, yet powerful call, Ariſe, and come 


away? Wouldeſt Thou, O heavenly Fa- 
ther, Thou whoſe very eſſence is clemency 


and goodneſs, have required an impoſſibi- 
lity at the hands of thy feeble, thy erring 


creatures? Ah, no, I chearfully obey the 
propitious, the adorable ſummons. Like 


the venerable patriarch, I follow thy voice, 


not perfectly knowing whither I go, but 


in full confidence that thou canſt not diſ- 


appoint thoſe ardent hopes and ſublime ex- 
pectations Which throb within my breaſt. 
I come, I dome! Thou wilt give me to 


drink in bliſsful freedar large draughts 


from 
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from the fountain of life which flows 


at thy right hand, and with its ſtreams 
gladdens the celeſtial regions! Thou wilt 


conduct me from this land of ſorrows to 


thoſe happy manſions Where are pleaſures 
forevermore ! 


Hom incumbent it is upon us to obey 
this divine invitation, and to commit our- 


ſelves to the guidance and protection of 
Him, wwith whom there is no ſhadow of turn- 
ing, will be extremely apparent, when we 
conſider the unavoidable viciſſitudes to 


which we are Fable, and the mutability of 


all carthly things. 


Do we ſacrifice our eaſe and happineſs 
at the ſhrine of wealth or ambition, in 
hopes of obtaining a refuge from the cala- 
mities of life? Alas, how are we deceived! 
Precarious and unſtable at beſt is the ut- 
moſt ſupport which theſe can afford us. 
How ſoon may the malignity of fortune 
deprive us of thoſe riches which her libe- 
rality heaped upon us! How ſuddenly 


may 


Wa 
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may our honours be ſnatched from us by 
the fickle and capricious diſpoſition of thoſe 
who conferred them! The. gorgeous 
plume of fame and the coſtly enſigns of 


power may be converted in a moment into 


the badge of infamy and the appendages 


of obſcurity. How lamentable a reverſe 
does the moſt flouriſhing and opulent con- 
dition often experience! Not dominion and 
ſovereignty themſelves can boaſt an afylum 
from diſaſters, or claim an exemption from 
the revolutions of fate. Of this we have 
A memorable inſtance in the hiſtory of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. As he 
was one day walking ith Bis palace, ad- 
miring the ſplendor and magnificence of 
the vaſt metropolis of his empire, while 
his heart, immoderately elated with proſ- 
perity, diſtended with the conſciouſneſs of 
his greatneſs; he could not forbear con- 
gratulating himſelf upon his ſuperb poſ- 
ſeſſion with an enthuſiaſm which ſtrikingly 
indicated the prevalence of pride over his 
ſoul: Is not this great Babylon that I have 
built for the hou fe of the kingdom, by the 


might 
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might of my power, and for the honour of my 
majeſty? Vain-glorious monarch! how ne- 


ceſſary was ſome change of fortune to diſ- 
pel the deluſive miſt which blinded thy 


_ underſtanding, check the unbridled career 


of thy arrogance, and reſtore thee. to thy 


reaſon, Heaven ſaw the neceflity of it; 


for while this oſtentatious ſelf-eulogium 
was yet in thy mouth, there fell this voice 


from heaven, O King Nebuchadiezzar, to 


thee it 1s ſpoken; The kingdom 1s departed 


from thee, | The ſame hour was the pre- 


diction verified; for he was not only de- 
poſed from his throne, and ſtripped of the 
ſplendor of royalty; but the inſpired hiſto- 
rian informs us, that he was driven from 
men, and did eat graſs as oxen, and his body 
was wet 'with the dew of heaven, till his 
4 hairs were grown V ke eagles Feathers, and 
_ bis nails like birds claws. How humiliating 
and uncommon a downfall from the 


loftieſt pinnacle of dignity. and Sten 


deur! 1 
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No, there is no ſtability beneath the ad. 
We cannot but ſee it, we muſt be deeply 
convinced of it. Every day, every hour 
confirms this momentous truth. The 
ſoul can find no center here to reſt on. 
Why then ſuffer our affections to linger 
upon earth ? Let us bid adieu to this fluc- 
tuating tranſitory ſcene, and ſeek that bet- 
ter place where all is ſteadfaſt and perma- 
nent. Ariſe, and come away, O my ſoul, 
thou art but an alien and a pilgrim here, 
thy native home is above. Thou art tra- 
veling to a heavenly country. How unſa- 


tisfactory and trivial are thy occupations, 


how inſipid thy pleaſures below! Aſpire 
after that congenial employment and thoſe 
ſublime gratifications which are the lot of 
the juſt in another world. Let the goſpel 


be thy guide: this holy and unfailing 33 


clue ſhall conduct thee in ſafety through _ 
the labyrinth of earthly vanity in which 
thou art now entangled. Like the ſtar 
guiding the eaſtern Magi, it ſhall infallibly 
convey thee to the land of felicity. Look 
up to Jeſus, the author and finiſher of thy 

faith, 
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: faith, the iulpiter of every good affection 
which thou at any time feeleſt. In his 


favour let all thy deſires and ambition 


concenter. Conſider this gentle and af- 
fecting ſolicitation of his to his myſtic 
ſpouſe the Church, as addreſſed to thyſelf: 
O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rocks, 


“ in the receſs of the precipice, let me ſee 
thy countenance, let me hear thy voice ; for 


ſeveet is thy voice, and thy countenance is 
comely. Here he defires her to bid adieu 
to worldly cares, and quit that ſcene of 


danger where a thouſand ſnares are laid to 


In the ſecret places of the ſtairs is the expreſſion 


in our tranſlation, from which I have taken the li- 


berty to deviate, as the word r-ceſs ſeems to corre- 


ſpond better with the Hebrew "VID latibulum, and 
99 ſignifies pracipitium as well as gradus : and 


forely if we underſtand this paſſage as a call from the 
allurements of the world, the former fignification is 
preferable, ſince it fitly indicates the peril of our ſitu- 


ation; the pernicious follies and temptations, to which 


we are expoſed while we continue below, bringing us 
into the alarming condition of a man who ſtands tot-' 
tering on the verge of a precipice. 
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betray the prudent as ell as the incauti- 
_ ous, and precipitate them into ruin. But 
how animating and delightful in particular 
is the concluſion ! how charmingly expreſ- 
five of H tender regard and favour towards 
his fa: :thful adherents, and of the pleaſure 
which he receives from their ſervices! 
| Sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is 
comely. And ſweet, O gentle Saviour, are b 
the means which thou uſeſt to diſengage 
us from this vain periſhing world, and 
lift our fouls to heaven. O ſtill continue 
to draw us towards thee, make us run after 
the heavenly ſound of thy voice, and, 

by the powerful attractions of thy ce, 
unite us to lan for rever! 


. AcTs Xxiv. 25. 

And as he reaſoned of righteouſneſs, tempe- 

rance, and judgement to come, Felix 
trembled, and anſwered, Go thy way for 
this time; when I have a convenient fea» 
2 1 will call for thee. 


N how conciſe yet ſtriking a manner 
1 is here repreſented the effect of St. 
Paul's eloquence on Felix the Roman 
governor, at Ceſarea! One word conveys 
an idea of this memorable 2 more 

forcibly 
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forcibly than a whole page deſcriptive of 
it could have done: Felix trembled! 
Righteoufneſs, Temperance, and Judge- 
ment to come, muſt have been ſubjects for 
the moſt part new. to a heathen's ear: and 


this, added to the emphatic manner in 


which they were diſcuſſed by the inſpired 


Orator, muſt have made an impreſſion on 


his mind, and excited emotions within 


him to which he had hitherto been a 


ſtranger. But inſtead of cheriſhing and 


encouraging feelings which had ſo happy | 


a tendency, how readily did he endeavour 


to weaken and ſuppreſs them! The diſ- 
courſe of the Apoſtle awakened his terrors, 
and he could not bear that unuſually 


alarming and awful proſpe& which it ex- 
hibited before him. Yet, conſcious of the 
propriety and juſtice of his arguments, 


and aſhamed to expreſs any diſſatis faction 


at what the moſt obſtinate prejudice could 


not but allow to be reaſonable, he did not 


poſitively refuſe an audience, and peremp- 


torily order him from his preſence, but 
Uitwited him more moderately with this 


{1 arch, 
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ſpeech, Go thy way for this time; when I 
bave a convenient ſeaſon I will call for thee. 
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The ſubterfuge of Felix is not at all 
uncommon in theſe times. How apt are 
we, when warned of the fatal conſequences 
of a delay in the momentous ſearch after 
eternal felicity, when reminded of what we 
owe to ourſelves and heaven, to avail our- 
{elves of every trivial inſignificant excuſe that 
occurs at the moment, in order to prevent 
diſcourſe upon a ſubject which is diſagree - | 
able to us! The only work which we came 
into the world to accomplith, the only one 
in which we are truly intereſted, is ne- 
glected and poſtponed from hour to hour, 
from day to day, on the ſlighteſt and moſt 
unjuſtifiable pretences, ſuch as have not 
the leaſt ſhadow or colour of reaſon ; while 
other things, ſo vaſtly inferior that they 
will not bear a compariſon with it, are 
preferred before it, and ſuffered totally to 
engroſs our attention. An evaſive anſwer 
is ever ready on this occaſion, though no 
apology can be admitted for an inattention 
a to 
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to the calls of temporal intereſt, or an in- 
fringement on the ceremonials of faſhion. 
How many reſolve, and again reſolve, on a 
ſpeedy amendment of their conduct, but 
ſeldom have magnanimity enough to put 
their good reſolutions in practice; and, after 
all their imaginary fortitude, die in the 
ſame courſe of vanity and folly! The 
nobleſt diſpoſitions of the human ſoul too 
frequently lie buried under a load of trifles, 
which render it incapable of thoſe ſublime 
efforts for which it was deſigned; and, hav- 
ing vitiated and debaſed its powers, give it 
a total diſreliſh for immortal things. 


But ſurely. this reluctance, irreſolution, 
and ſupineneſs, when heaven itſelf is at 


take, ought to be immediately oppoſed | 


and ſubdued. For this end we ſhould uſe 
our own ſincere endeavours, and implore 
athſtance from above. And, in order to 
eſtabliſh in ourſelves an habit of induſtry _ 
and perſeverance in running the important 
race which 1s ſet before us, let us conti- 
| —— 
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tinually meditate on that prize which is 
to be the reward of our labours,—a prize, 
compared with which all the treaſures of 


the Indies appear contemptible, and the 


whole ample round of the creation itſelf 


has nothing excellent or valuable! Let us 
look upwards with ſteadfaſt eye to him, 


who, having endured the tortures of the 
croſs for our ſakes, deſpiſiug the ſhame, is 
now ſeated at the right hand of the ma- 
Jelty « on high, Jeſus, the author and finiſher 
of our faith, and learn from his example 
to trample down every obſtacle with in- 
vincible courage and reſolution. 'The fre- 
quent contemplation of thoſe ineſtimable 
benefits which the effuſion of his blood has 


procured for us, muſt awaken gratitude, 


the natural precurſor of devotion. Through 
the merits of his paſſion, agonies, and 


death, we-are intitled to that infinite re- 
compence which mortal ton gue can never 
expreſs, nor mortal heart conceive, by 
him reſerved from everlaſting for them 
who aſpire after his favour. This thought, 
if conſtantly indulged, and ſuitered to ope- 
O 2 rate 
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rate wich its full energy, muſt mould our 
lives into that form of holineſs, without 
which none can fee his glories, or be ad- 
mitted to his kingdom. That boundleſs 
plenitude of happineſs in which the juſt 
man ſhall participate with the ſons of light 
in the heaven of heavens, the reſplendent 
habitations of the Moſt High, if we take 
care to ſet it inſtantaneouſly before our 
fancy when afflictions preſs hard upon us, 
or pleaſure with bewitching ſmile ſolicits 
- us, would render us what we ought to be, 
what religion requires, and reaſon ſuggeſts— 
firm, intrepid, and inflexible ; afflictions 
would preſs upon us without having the 
power to injure us, and pleaſure with its 
blandiſhments ſolicit us in vain ; no proſ— 
pect of worldly advantage, however flat- 
tering, could tempt us to deſert the ban- 
ners of our victorious leader, but we ſhould 
| ſucceſsfully militate againſt thoſe innate de- 
pravities which often allail, and e as 5 often 
overpower u us. 
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Did they, in particular, adopt this ſalu- 


tary meaſure, who are too apt, on every 
trivial occaſion, to be hurried away by the 


Ampetuoſity of unbridled paſſion, leaving 


reaſon far behind, its admonitions unre- 


garded and its power ſubverted, and to 
this glorious diſplay ſuperadd the thought 


of judgement to come, what Jſagreeable 


conſequences would they prevent! what 


poignant anguiſh eſcape ! ! In what embar- 


raſſments, and frequently miſeries, does a 
want of ſelf- command in this particular 


involve us, though the cauſes which give 
birth to ſtrife and anger would be utterly 
annihilated, when counterbalanced with an 
eternal crown. Let them reflect on that 
hour of univerſal judgement, which muſt 


determine their everlaſting doom. This is, 


indeed, an awful conſideration. Even the 
beſt acknowledge their diſmay, and with 
Felix tremble at it. If the righteous them- 


ſelves ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall 


the ungodly and the ſinner appear! This 


is no romantic fiction of an enthuſiaſtic 


; n or wild fantaſtic dream of the poet, 
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no orieſteraſt, or conceit of the viſionary 
_ recluſe, but ſound ſubſtantial reality. Such 
a time will affuredly arrive: Reaſon itſelf 
points towards it; and thoſe Oracles, 
whole divine original is indiſputably clear, 
Jo evident that not a doubt can remain to 
the rational and unprejudiced mind, make 
a full and ample diſcovery: of it, They 
inform us, that a day will come, in which 
the Almighty will judge the world in righ- 
 Feouſneſs, and render io every man according 
10 his avorks: lo them, who by patient conti- 
nuance in well. doing, ſeek for glory, and 
Honour, and immortality, eternal life; 
but to them who diſobey. the truth, and obey 
* unrighteouſneſs, —— indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguiſh, Ves, this is truth, 
pure unſophiſticated truth; and the good 
man glories in the thought; it is an unfail- 
ing ſource of devout triumph to his ſoul, it 
conſtitutes his heaven on earth; it ſupports 
him in every trial and diſtreſs; for he does i 
not think the ſufferings of the preſent 
moment worthy to be comparèd with the 
glories and the bliſs that ſhall be tevealed 
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hereafter. Yet, yet (ſays he), I will bear 
up under all my afflictions ; the ſeaſon 
of probation will quickly be over ; thoſe 
incidents which ſeemed evil to my ſhort- 

fighted reaſon will vaniſh away like a 
dream, and, like that, leave no trace behind 
it; ſoon ſhall the painful conflict ceaſe, 
and one unbounded ſcene of happineſs ſuc- 
ceed ! I ſhall exchange theſe low regions 
of mortality and care, for thoſe happier 
| ſeats above the ſkies, where the ſoul ſhall 
find in wonderful profuſion every circum- 
ſtance that can adminiſter delight; where 
it ſhall feel its faculties enlarged to receive 
the moſt exquiſite enjoyments, ſuch as are 
well calculated to ſatisfy thoſe immenſe 
capacities of happineſs which are its boaſt | 
and glory; it ſhall bathe unmoleſted in the 
fountain of life and joy, and freely drink 
of thoſe pure rivers whoſe ſtreams make 
glad the city of God. All its wiſhes ſhall 
be gratified as ſoon as formed, and all its 
powers heightened and refined! Theſe are 
the thoughts with which he fortifies his 
mind againſt the aſſault of adverſity ; and 
NN O4 nem 
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from the ſolemn yet reviving view of fu- 
ture retribution and immortality, that 
righteouſneſs and temperance, of which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, as naturally flow, as ſa- 
lutary ſtreams from a pure fountain. How ¾ 
eaſy a method is this of attaining ſuch eſ- 
ſential qualifications ! and ſhall we be re- 
miſs in our endeayours to attain them, when 
on them depends our everlaſting fate, and 
we know not how ſoon we may be ſum- 
moned away to that awful tribunal where 
we mult render a ſtrict account for our ne- 
een this great point ? ? fre RN 


The Apoſtle hs: that the remaming 
time is ſhort, and therefore admoniſhes 
| thoſe who weep to be as though they 
wept not; and thoſe whq rejoice, as though 
they rejoiced not; and thoſe who uſe this 
world, not to abuſe it : for the faſhion i 
this world paſſeth away. He adviſes us to 
be without ſolicitude in temporal matters, 
and to direct our attention principally to 
thoſe things which belong to another world. 
And ſurely Tay rational perſon will not 

: fail 
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fail to dd this, when he confidemy on how 


precarious a tenure he poſſeſſes every thing 
below. Are we ſurrounded with abun- 


dance, and does opulence pour its luxuries 
around us? Yet in theſe how little reaſon 
| have we for confidence! for riches make 
themſelves wings, and fly away like an eagle 


towards heaven. Do titles, dignity, and 
honours, court our acceptance? Theſe, if 


poſſible, are emptier and more unworthy 
of our truſt than the former, being alto- 


gether lighter than vanity itſelf. All that 
we ſo highly prize, and ſo aſſiduouſſy toil 


after here below, may be taken from us by 
a thouſand accidents which no human fore- 


fight can provide againſt. Fortune is con- 


tinually changing; her giddy wheel re- 
volves with inceflant motion ; and he who 
was, one moment, exalted to the very 
ſummit, appears, the next, groveling at 
the bottom. We ſometimes ſee her ſtrip- 
ping the rich man of his poſſeſſions, and 


drawing the poor out of obſcurity, to ſup- 


ply his place, and be inveſted with his dig- ] 


nities! She tumbles the monarch from 


I SR EE a 


his 
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bis throne, and raiſes the beggar from the 
- mire to majeſty and honour. Thus en- 
compaſſed with vanity and mutability, it 
is our intereſt to ſecure a place in the fa- 
vour of that Being, with whom there is 


no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning; 


and, ſince there is nothing worth contend- 
ing for below, nothing but what is frail 
and periſhable, to labour for an immortal 
crown above, an inheritance in thoſe re- 
gions which are above the reach of misfor- 
tune, chance, or viciſſitude. While every 
thing changes around us, we ſhall attain 
a ſettled point of reſt, if we are firm and 
_ reſolute in making preparations. for that 
permanent ſtate to which we muſt be 
tranſlated” by death, and in centering our 
chief concern in our eternal welfare. 


What muſt I do to be ſaved! ſaid the 
trembling and aſtoniſhed jailor at Philippi, 
to Paul and Silas. This is indeed a queſ- 
tion no leſs intereſting than awful! HoõW 
few put it to their hearts, and ſuffer it to 

| 1 their conduct! Nor 1 is the an- 
„V8 ſwer 
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ſwer to it difficult: it is often given in 
ſacred writ, and particularly in this paſ- 
lage, no leſs emphatic than brief, Fear 
God and keep his commandments, for this ii 
the whole duty of man. Or, to uſe the 
words in which the Apoſtle himſelf an- 
ſwered it, Believe on Feſus Cbriſt, and thou 
ſhalt be ſaved, and thine houſe ; meaning 
uch an active belief as operates externally 
and viſibly, eradicating all bad principles 
from the heart, and regulating the manners 
and actions. Let this belief be ours, and 
that peace of God, which ſurpaſſes human 
underſtanding, will not fail to enſue. Let 
us not when interrogated and adviſed by 
that internal monitor which the Almighty 
has given us as his delegate on earth, aſk 
ab ht is Truth, and retire with the indif- 
ference» of Pilate, or ſay with Felix, go 
thy way for this time: when I have à con- 
_wvenient Seaſon, J will call for thee ; but 
liſten to its expoſtulations with the moſt 
ſerious attention, and do our utmoſt to 
cheriſh the good affections which they may 
nee Should this beſt of friends, which 
ng always 
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"7 always lays the truth before us without 
any diminution, ornament, or diſguiſe, 
inform us, as the hand of old wrote in 
the preſence of the Babylonian monarch, 
that we are weighed in the balances, and are 
found wanting, that we have omitted the 
performance of our duty, and conſequently 
there is nothing in us which can entitle us 
to the divine favour, let us not fly terrified 
from the hearing of thoſe momentous 
truths, but ſtudy to regain its approbation, 
and immediately endeavour to make it 
our friend, by conforming the whole te- 
.nour of our future life to its dictates. 
Surely, of all the bleſſings which heaven 
has beſtowed on man, an approving con- 


ſcience muſt be allowed to be the greateſt: 


there is nothing on earth which can be 

| ot in competition with it. This, of itſelf, 
is ſufficient to ſupport us amidſt all the ca- 
1 incident to this mortal ſtate: if 
poſſeſſed of this, the heart will be chearful 
and ſerene, although the rigour of our fate 
deprives us of every thing beſides; we may 
; * out with the magnanimous ſtoic of old, 
I have 


S ER M © N VIII. 20 
I have loſt nothing that deſerves my re- 
gard, virtue and integrity are ſtill my 
own ; of theſe no blow of fortune can ever 
en me. He who is bleſſed with a. 
good conſcience may defy the threats of 
tyrants, behold without diſmay the dagger 
drawn and aimed at his heart, and ſmile 
at death itſelf. But if this invaluable trea- 
ſure be wanting, not proſperity itſelf can 
afford delight, and pleaſure muſt become 
inſipid; not all the advantages which this 
world can impart, accumulated together 
in one prodigious heap, can compenſate 
for its loſs. Place a man in the moſt deſira- 
ble ſituation that can fallto the human lots: 
ſarround him with affluence, with the 
: riches of both the Indies; crown him with 
dignity and honour; inveſt him with 
univerſal power and dominion ; yet if his 
heart be not at eaſe, if he be deſtitute of 
that peace of mind which only conſcious 

innocence and virtue can confer, all theſe 
diſtinctions are utterly thrown away and 

loſt upon him; in vain he takes the tim- 
brel and the harp, and endeavours to re- 
Joice at the ſound of the organ; joy flies 
* | <tr 


far from him, and his boſom is a ſtranger 
to that complaceney which is abſolutely eſ- 
ſential to the enjoyment of proſperity; His 
face may wear a ſmile, but his heart bears 
no part in it. He may truly ſay with the 
afflicted Job, my harp is turned to mourning, 
and my organ into the voice of them that weep. 
So true are theſe words of the wiſeſt of men, 
The ſpirit of a man may ſuſtain his infirmt- 
ties: but a wounded ſpirit who can bear? 


Is this then fo eminent, fo eſtimable a 

bleſſing, and ſhall we not labour with unre- 

mitting diligence for its ſecurity ? Let us 
ſpurn with a laudable contempt any advan- 
tage, how great ſoever, which muſt be 
purchaſed at the expence of it. How truly 
worthy of our utmoſt attention 1s the ad- 
vice of the Pſalmiſt on this occaſion ! Oh, 
may it always be predominant in our 
-minds ! Keep innocency, and do the thing 
tbat is right, for that ſhall bring a man peace 
' 'at.the loft: and a far greater than him has 
alſo faid, What is a man profited if he fl, 
gain the world, ang Ye oaks 0Wwn on foul ? or what 


eee 
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2 a man give in W for bis ſoul ? | 
Let theſe words, uttered by the greateſt. 5 i 
perſonage that ever appeared on earth, who, f 
now ſeated on the throne of heaven, reigns 
for ever there, Jeſus, our mediator and re- 
deemer, fink deep into the heart, and leave 

an impreſſion never to be eraſed. When 
tempted to deviate from our duty, they 
will be ſufficient to fix and confirm us in 

5, it conſidered in their due extent and 
energy. For ſurely the whole circle of 
the univerſe contains nothing equivalent 
to the ſoul: not ten thouſand worlds could 
redeem it. Beware then of endangering i it, 

O ye, whom Fortune has entrenched in a 
variety of bleſſings; and ye, to whom ſhe 
has been more parſimonious, and denied 
thoſe gifts which perhaps are better with- 
held from you: ye are both equally inte- 
reſted in the care and preſervation of it; 
the loſs of it is equally irreparable to both. 
The ſame immortal prize awaits your cau- 
tion and fidelity in keeping it, and the fame 
ent is reſerved for neglect in this 

| important 


— 
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important matter. Be ſober, be vigilant, 
for your infernal adverſary is continually 
on the watch, and walking about in ſearch 
of ſome one to devour: his ſnares are 
always ſpread, in hopes of ſome new prey. 
Nov 1s it high time to rouze ourſelves from 
the lethargy of impenitence, and with all 
the activity of genuine zeal to ſet about 
ſecuring that incorruptible crown, which, 
once loſt, is loſt for ever. The night is far 
advanced, the deciſive day approaches: re- 
pudiate therefore the works of darkneſs, 
and put on the armour of light. Aſſume 
the breaſt. plate of righteouneſs, and let 
your companion and inſtructor be the Goſ- 
pel of Peace, above all, taking the ſhield 


of Faith, that ye may be able to make a 


ſtrenuous reſiſtance, and to extinguiſh all 
the fiery darts aimed at you by the great 
foe of man. This ſhould be done with 
the utmoſt expedition; delay. were criminal 
in a caſe of ſuch moment. But a few 
hours perhaps, and many who compoſe 
this audience may be no more! Or ſhould 
our 
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our lives be extended to the utmoſt limits 
allotted to man, yet Time, with ever flows 


ing ſtream, is conveying us faſt into the 


boundleſs ocean of Eternity. How lamen- 
table a ſtate, ſhould we be compelled to 
launch forth into it before we had properly 
equipped ourſelves! How deſtitute, how 
friendleſs and forlorn, indeed, if we have 


 negleCted the previous meaſures neceſſary 


for recommending ourſelves to the moſt 
powerful and the beſt of friends! Meditate 
on this, and transfer your ſolicitude from 
earthly to heavenly things. With Mary 
chuſe that better part which ſhall never be 


taken from you. The end of all things is 
at hand. Prepare for Judgement to come. 


St. Paul tells us, that we muſt all appear 
- botork the tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, where 
no elevation of rank can exempt us, 
and no obſcurity or lowlineſs of condi- 


tion conceal us, from the minute ſerutiny 


of a juſt and impartial Judge; where all 


| ſhall receive their final ſentence according 
to their actions, where the wicked ſhall 


be conſigned to everlaſting puniſhment, 


5 ; but 
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but the righteous to Life eternal! Let the 
happy deſtiny of the latter be ever in our 
view; and let us ardently endeavour to 
it for ourſelves on that eventful 
Day; in the mean time, humbly ſoliciting 
the aſſiſtance of that Being, without whom 
nothing is ſtrong, nothing is holy, and 
imploring him to multiply his mercies 
upon us, that, under his guidance and 
direction, proceeding in the path which he 
has pointed out, we may ſo circumſpectly 
paſs through temporal things, that we 
finally loſe not the things eternal. 


SERMON 


REVELATION Xu. 1. 


And there appeared a great wonder in hea= 


ven, a woman clothed with the ſun, and 


the moon under her feet, and upon ber bead Th 


| a crown of twelve are. | 


by way of uſhering in the myſtery 
which was to enſue, that the temple of 
God was opened in heaven, and there were 


lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, 
and an earthquake, and great hail, the 
Evangeliſt tells us, that there — this 


P * wonder 


AV ING juſt before informed us, 
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wonder in heaven. The term in the ori- 
ginal Greek is oyudo, which denotes any 
portentous or extraordinary appearance. 
The woman ſeems to mean the Church, 
which is frequently repreſented in Scrip- 
ture under the ſymbol of the feebler and 


more defenceleſs ſex ; particularly in the 


Song of Solomon, where ſhe is beautifully 
_ deſcribed as acting in character of a bride, 


whole ſpoufe, ſupport, and * 15 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


In order to underftand this myſterious 
viſion, 1t 1s obvious that an analyſis is ne- 
ceflary; we muſt ſeparately examine its 
conſtituent parts. 


In the firſt place, ſhe is ſaid to be clothed 
with the ſun, The church, deſtitute and 
bare in herſelf, has neither ornament nor 
veſture of her own: For this ſhe muſt ap- 
pluy to the Redeemer of the world. He is 
her covering, her embelliſhment, and her 
glory. He is here typified by the ſun, in 
e with the appellation of the pro- 
Phet 
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phet Malachi, who Jenominates bim 2 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, He is ell here 1 
called in this myſtical part of the Scrip- 
tures, or rather he calls himſelf in the per- 
ſon of his angel, the bright and morning 
ars and if this is expreſſive of his glory, 
much more is the ſun, the moſt conſpicu- 
cus, glorious, and immenſe of all the ethe- 
rial luminaries. 


1 
& 


| 
f 
| 
| 
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With this agu deſcription it may not 
be unſeaſonable to compare, by way of 
illuſtration, what the prophet Ifaiah ad- 
dreſſes to the church: Ariſe, ſhine ; for 
thy light is come, and the glory of the Lore 
is riſen upon thee. And what he ſays elſe- | 
3h where, that ſhe ſhall be à crown of glory, } 

1 royal diadem in the hand of her God, cor- 

reſponds with the dignity of her appear- 
ance in this viſion: indicating the high | ; 
rank which ſhe holds in the eſtimation of 4 
the Supreme Being, it renders her in ſome 1 
meaſure worthy of this conſummate mag- f 
nificence and ſtupendous majeſty, and con- 
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firms the ſappolition that this Ariking "RO 
e the Church. 


The moon was under her feet. The 
moon is an emblem of the world; well re- 
preſenting by its inceflant variations and 
revolutions the mutability and inconſtancy 5 
of carthly things. She appears trampling 

upon the moon. She ſuffers not terreſtrial 
objects to engroſs her attention. She can- 
not only look with an eye of indifference 
on the w orld and all its allurements, but 
even ſpurn 1 them from her with contempt. 
Forgetful of the things which are behind, 
and regarding only thoſe which are before, 
ſhe preſſes onwards with unabating ardor 
to the heavenly goal, and accounts the moſt 
ſumptuous treaſures, the moſt f. plendid 
honours and ſuperb. magnificence, but 
droſs, but deſpicable refuſe, deſpicable in 
the loweſt extreme, When {et in compett- 
tion with the 5 {uperior prize which 
Jeſus invites her to win. | 


But 
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But it deſerves our attention, that before 
ſhe can attain this heavenly frame of mind, 
before ſhe can completely transfer her af- 
fection from things beneath to things 
above, ſhe muſt be clothed with the ſun; 
the muſt renounce all thoughts of her own 
merits, and truſt for acceptance to the 
merits of her Saviour alone. Leaning on 
the Croſs, ſhe muſt diſclaim every other 
ſupport, and with the moſt profound hu- 
miliation confeſs her own debility and in- 
| ſufficiency. *Tis the renovating influence 

of his Spirit only which can metamorphoſe 
the inclinations and deſires into that divine 
ſimilitude without which it is impoſſible to 
look down upon human concerns with that 
due degree of contempt. which muſt pre- 
cede a ſteadfaſt attachment to celeſtial - 
things. 


Upon her head was a crown of twelve 
ſtars. Here ſome are willing to under- 
ſtand the twelve figns of the zodiac, and, by 
way of <lucidating their hypothetis, enu- 

5 48 %%  -- © mherate 
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merate the different parts of the world 
which they confront, where the Goſpel was 
promulgated. - But, according to the beſt 
interpreters, the twelve Apoſtles ſeem to 
be meant by this ſymbol; who, as ſo many 
burning and ſhining lights, diſpelled the: 
cloud of ſuperſtition, and irradiated the 


darkneſs of ignorance which hung over the 
world. 


Crowned with this more than imperial 
| diadem, how infinitely does ſhe eclipſe the 

united luſtre and pageantry of all the 

monarchs in the univerſe ! This ſublime 
image brings to remembrance a beautiful 
|  pallage deſcriptive of her in the Song of 
Solomon: Who is fbe that looketh forth as 
the morning, fair as the moon; clear as the 
fun, and terribie as an army with banners? 
Here the is delineated in a ſimilar manner, 
though with far leſs grandeur and ſubli- 
mity: nor can we wonder at this, when 

we conſider that St. John was rapt in holy 
_ viſion up to the Heaven of Heavens, like. 
the apoſtle Paul, who was caught up into 


_ Paradiſe, 
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Paradiſe, and heard and ſaw unutterable 


things! | 
But for what purpoſe does this glorious 
perſonage make her appearance? To afford 


an opportunity for the play of the divine 
goodneſs. 


In the ſequel of the chapter we are told, 
that there was war in heaven; Michael 


and his angels fought againſt the dragon, and 


the dragon fought and his angels, and pre- 
vailed not, neither was their place found any 


more in heaven; and the great dragon, 


which is Satan, being caſt out into the 
earth, together with his angels, perſecuted 


the woman who was adorned with the co- 


ronet of ſtars. This obviouſly repreſents 


the troubles and calamities which the 
Church was to experience in future times. 
But, in order to revive the drooping hearts 


of the afflicted Chriſtians, and preclude all 


cauſe for deſpondency, they are informed, 


that to the woman were given two wings 
-of a great eagle, that the might fly into the 
wilderneſs, 
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wilderneſs, into ker place. Conſolation 


and deliverance are ſtill at hand in the 


worſt and moſt diſaſtrous of ſeaſons. 'The 


malignant ſtratagems of their infernal foe 
ſhall be rendered abortive. Secured as it- 
were within an impregnable fortreſs by the 


favour of the Almighty, they ſhall look 


down with ſuperior greatneſs, as from ſome 


lofty eminence, upon the fur a of their 
AN COTrOoUS.: 


And ſhall they, diſtinguiſhed as they are 
with ſuch a defence, be terrified at the. 


enemies, a fury impotent ag 


view of any difficulties or calamities what- 


ever? Shall the moft. cruel perſecutions, 


that man or the powers of darkneſs can in- 


Aid, appear formidable when God himſelf 


has promiſed his protection, and under- 
neath them are his everlaſting arms? Has 
he in any age abandoned thoſe whom he 


loved? Did he not with bis glorious arm, 


dividing the waters before his choſen Iſrael, 


to make himſelf an everlaſting name, and 


render omnipotence amiable by condeſcen- 


ſion and mercy, lead them through the. , 


deep in perfect ſafety, as on dry nd; and, 
conſiſtently 


S E R MO N IX 219 
conſiſtently with his repeated promiſe to 
their progenitors, give them poſſeſſion of a 
country abounding with every thing that 
was delightful and excellent? How ample 
a compenſation was this for all the hard- 
ſhips and injurious treatment which they 
had experienced in Egypt! But even there 
he watched over their ſervitude with unre- 
mitting tenderneſs, and. only permitted it 
for a time, in order to advance the comple- 
tion of his gracious deſign, and render the 
interpoſition of his goodneſs the more con- 
ſpicuous in the end. In all their afflition he 
was affiicted, and the angel of his preſence 
ſaved them. With more than parental love 
and pity he conducted them through the 
| howling wilderneſs during the ſpace of 
forty years; and, even though they requited 
his tranſcendent beniguity with the moſt 
ungrateful and rebellious contumacy, he 
would not withdraw his ſupport from 
them. Did he not with. the ſame affec- _ 
tionate care watch over the three Hebrews 
in the, fiery furnace, and preſerve them 
from the fury of the rapacious flame, in ſo 
wonder- 
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wonderful a manner, that not even a "IN 1590 


hair of their head was ſinged? Did not his 


ſaving power attend his ſervant Daniel in 
the diſmal cavern into which he had been 
thrown by the malice of his enemies, and 
ſtop the ravenous mouths of the lions in 
his behalf, ſince he was found innocent be- 
fore his God? Shall thoſe then who ſerve 
him with fidelity in any age or nation 
abandon themſelves to defpair, fear, or diſ- 
truſt? Shall they not rather, with the 
apoſtle, take pleaſure in infirmities, in re- 
| proaches, i in neceſſities, in perſecutions, i in 


diſtreſſes, for the ſake of * 5 


When the tender mercies of his God 
atoſe before the mind of the ſweet Pſalmiſt 
of Iſrael in pleaſing remembrance, inſtead 
of this deſponding exclamation, My God, 
my God, why haſt thou forjaken me? why 
art thou ſo far from the words of my com- 
plaint? this more chearful and triumphant 
ſtrain was heard, Awake, my glory, awake, 
lute and harp. Though I walk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death I will fear no 
35 evil; 
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. evil, for thou art with me. Conſcious of 
his affiduous endeavours to recommend 
himſelf to the favour of the Almighty by 


a courſe of unintermitted integrity, and 


fully perſuaded that in the trying ſeaſon 
of diſtreſs he would hide him in his divine 


pavilion, he delivers up his ſoul to the moſt 


ardent emotions of confidence and exulta- 
tion. 


In the chapter which furniſhes the ſub- 


ject of theſe meditations, how remarkably 
is exemplified the Apoſtle's aſſertion, 
that God bath choſen weak things, 


to confound the things which are mighty, 
or put them to ſhame, as it is ex- 
prefled in the original. 


malevolent deſigns of the infernal dragon, 


the prince of darkneſs, Aſſiſted by divine 


power, . ſhe flies into the wilderneſs, and, 

ſecure under the ſhelter of omnipotence, 
baffles the purſuits and defies the fury of 
her cruel adverſary. Though he caſts out 


of his mouth water as a flood, to hurry her 


e EONS | away 


A woman, 
weak and helpleſs 1 in herſelf, defeats the 
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away by the violence of the torrent, yet it in 
conſequence of the ſovereign ordinance of 
Him who drieth up the waves of the ſea 
with a fingle nod, who commands the ſun, 
and it ſhineth not; the earth opens her 
mouth, and ſwallows up the deſtructive 
inundation. Thus. once he commanded 
the deep to retire on either hand, and afford 
his favoured people a ſafe paſſage to the 
further ſhore, as a retreat from the rage of 
their hoſtile purſuers. Thus did he once 

order the ſun and moon to ſtand ſtill, in 
compliance with the requeſt of his ſervant 

Joſhua, and to give his Choſen an oppor- 

runity of taking vengeance on their ene- 
mies. But ſuch ſuper-natural exertions of 
power are only ſmaller inſtances of His 
omnipotence ; whoſe awful Fiat once pro- 
nounced can inſtantaneouſly reverſe the 
courſe of nature, can * call. myriads of 
worlds from non-exiſtence, or annihilate 
them again! 


If this Almighty Guardiin be fn us, who : 
or What can be againſt us? His favour 
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| ſhall be a ſhield which ſhall enable us 
to repel the aflaults of the. tempter, and 
quench his fiery darts. Thus armed, we 


ſhall not only be invincible, but alſo invul- 
nerable to his keeneſt and moſt envenomed 
ſhafts. He who is goodneſs and clemency 


itſelf will not ſuffer us to be tempted above 


what we are able to endure, but will toge- 
ther with the temptation provide us a way 
to eſcape, that we may not be unequal to 
the taſk which he requires. Let us then 
be ſolicitous to obtain His approbation 


| alone, and think the applauſe of millions 


far too dearly purchaſed at the expence of 
bis regard. When the profpect of worldly 


advantages invites us to deſert the banners 


of our heavenly Leader, and apoſtatize 
from our duty, let us continue ſteadfaſt 


and immoveable in our attachment, and 
ſay with St. Peter, though TI ſhould die, yet 


will T not deny thee ; not confining our zeal 


like him to mere profeſſions, but evincing 


its ſincerity by an indefatigable adherence 
to his precepts, even to the laſt moment of 
life. For is not this the declaration of our 


3 Redeemer, 
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with temptations? Does adverſity lay her 


Redeemer, Whoſoever is aſhamed of me bes 


fore men, of him will I alſo be aſhamed before 


my Father, and before bis * ? 


| Dejetted mortal, art thou ſurrounded 


iron hand upon thee, and endeavour to 


force thee from the path of rectitude? 
Emulate the patience and magnanimity of 


the Uzztan ſufferer of old. View him be- 


ſet with dangers, and ſurrounded with diſ- 
treſſes; his extenſive property invaded, and 
his vaſt riches pillaged by the rapacious 
| Sabean and Chaldean bands; the children 
of his ſoul ſnatched from him by an un- 

_ timely death, his inferiors treating him 


with contempt and abhorrence, and even 


the wife of his boſom obliquely upbraiding 
him for ſtill retaining his integrity, and 
ſoliciting him to curſe his Maker, and die. 
But what admirable conſtancy, reſignation, 


and piety, are expreſſed in his anſwer to her 
importunity : Shall we receive good at the 


hand of God, and fhall we not receive evil? 
What an 1 accumulation of 1 injury, affliction, 


and 
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and miſery! Vet no diſaſter which the 
malice of the great foe, of man could. in- 
flicx, not all this vaſt, unparalleled compli- 
cation of wretchedneſs and woe, could in- 
duce him to deviate from that regard to 
conſcience which had always regulated his 
conduct. He might juſtly be ſaid to be 
tried in the fiery ordeal of adverſity and 
affliction, as of all who ever appeared on 
earth none but the Son of God experienced 
more ignominious treatment and more bit - 
ter ſufferings. Vet, ſo far was he from 
murmuring at the heavy viſitations of hea- 
ven, that he did not even once diſtruſt his 
Maker's goodneſs, but with humble acqui- 
eſcence and heavenly meekneſs kiſſed the 
tremendous ſcourge which was held forth 
to chaſtize him, fully convinced that the 
Judge of the whole earth could not but do 
right. Nor did this devout ſubmiſſion to 
the will of heaven fail of being crowned, 
in proper time, with its due reward : for 
we are told, that he was not only reſtored 
to his former opulence and ſplendor, but 
:the Almighty, having found him a perfect 
Q and 
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and upright man even to the laſt, doubled 
ell his poſſeſſions, which were immenſe 
before, even then entitling him to the ho- 
nour of being ſtyled the greateſt potentate 
of all the Eaſt. Thus were his latter days 
_ diſtinguiſhed with far greater bleſſings and 
felicity than the former part of his life. 


Harbour not then a ſuſpicion injurious to 
the goodneſs or juſtice of thy God. Doubt 
not for a moment either his ability or 
inclination to deliver thoſe who make Him 
alone the object of their confidence. He, 
in his own good time, will render thee 
happy. Be ſtudious in the mean while to 
perform thy duty, and leave the event to 

His diſpoſal, who knows beſt what is fit 
for thee. Perhaps a propitious deſtiny 
ſimilar to that of holy Job awaits thee ; 
whoſe unblemiſhed virtue and ſanctity 
were crowned: with a recompenſe even in 
this world. But if thou ſhould'ſt fail of 
thy reward in this life, thou -art ſure of 
obtaining it in another: of this, He who 
FSI ION . 2.46 


— 


is 0 inſole a ESR Ki are 
informed, den, 


1 hom wha laboureſt under various 
e and perſecutions on account of 
thy: adherence to thy Redeemer, recall his 

. words. to thy. remembrance, words which 
cannot be ſufficiently impreſſed upon thy 
4 mind, as an antidote. of ſufficient power to 
. repel, all terror and deſpondency: Hlęſed 
are qe when men ſhall. revile you, and per ſe- 
cute yous. and fall 2 all manner of evil 
againſt you fal ſely for my fake. Rejoice, and 
- be exceeding, glad: for great is your reward 
in heaven... Eye hath. not ſeen, nor ear 
ever heard, neither has the heart of man 
been able; to Couccive, the immens ity of 
that bliſs, Which thy Saviour has ordained 
for thoſe who reſolutely perſevere 1 in their 
it attachment, to his precepts. in ſpite of all 
| oppoſition, and would rather chuſe to die 
than deny him. Theſe are the happy effects 
at Rede ming, Love. This glorious prize 
bor thoe. Iveftimable, a 9 1 
LOS 0 oY 2 og! 
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tion! Oh, how is OOTY YON 0 this 
the frail being that was formed 
How counter- balanced the — ind 
| © mearin6ſs of his original! Exalted to the 
* dignity and happineſs of angels! He re- 
B turns indeed to his native duſt, but it is 
only for a little time. Death has not long 
1 dochinion over Him! Behold Him raifed, 
=: 5 like the phowix, out of his own aſhes to a 
bY ſecond life. Behold him "riſing from the 
= 5 tomb, freſh. and ſerene as the morning 
"Tight; ' his nature purified: from all remains 
5 ck terreſtrial droſs, and arrayed i in the glo- 
les of heaven! The corruptible has put 
on iucorruption, and the mortal! is inveſted 
with immortality. How does he exult 
and triumph” ir. the change 1 Inſtead of 
mortal debility and error, he enjoys ſera- 
N phic perfection. Having born the image 
of the earthy for a ſmall pace, he ſhall 
bear the image of the heavenly for ever. 
I His foul expands to to the utmoſt extent of 
its renovated faculties for the full fruition 
"of that ſublime felicity which ſhall con- 
tinue unimpaired through all eternity. 
e 3 Eicorted 
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Eſcorted by.a. glittering convoy of angels, 
he ſoars far aboye this dim ſpeck of earth, . 
paſles from. tar to tar, from world to, 
world, till he attains the glorious regions 


of the Rleſt,. and the Heaven of Heavens, 


where: he is more immediately admitted, 
into the great Eternal Preſence, and min- 
gles with the innumerable choir of Cberu- 
bim and Seraphim who encircle the Throne, 
| of. Light, warbling in concert ineffbly 

melodious to their golden harps that ex- 

alted and myſterious ſong which only angels 
and archangels uſer to bes the n of 
Heaven! 


- 
*. 


When we turn our view forwards to | 


this.triumphant and glorious condition, all 
the parade and ſplendor of human greatneſs. 
18 annihilated. Folly drops her gaudy 
5 plume, and has no longer power to charm; 
we can. look with an eye of neglect and 
diſdain on the golden lures of ambition, the, 
gorgeous equipage of imperial pomp, and. 
the united wealth of both the Indies. Did 
the ſons of power and grandeur maturely, 
* 3 reflect. 
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 refle&t on this bliſsful and elevated deſtiny, 


ſarely they would ceaſe to glory in the ſu- 


perb diſplay of their honarary badges, vain 
ſymbols of diſtinction, which muſt ſoon 


moulder into duſt and be forgotten. In- 


ha 


fatuated minds! Ts it thus you depreſs the 
flight of thoſe ambitious and noble deſires 
which were interwoven in your nature for 
far different purpoſes ; which are winged 
for heaven and immortality, and ought to 


ſettle on nothing beneath God himſelf? 
Shall a ſpirit congenial with angelic natures 


be compelled to place all its happineſs in 


the thought of being attended with a long 


and ſumptuous retinue ? Shall it be di- 
vorced from the proper object of its wor- 
ſhip to ſacrifice at the ſhrine of vanity, and 

idolize what ought to be at moſt but a fe- 


condary concern ? Extricate it from that 


labyrinth of worldly cares in which it is 


at preſent bewildered, purify it from 
terreſtrial film, difipate the groſs miſts 


with which a too cloſe attention to ſublu- 


nary objects obſcures its view, and things 


will 9 to it in their proper light; the 
ſhort- 
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ſhort-lived kingdoms of this world, and all 
their magnificence, will be conſidered as 


mean and contemptible, when contraſted 
with that incomparably ſuperior kingdom 


in another world, which ſhall never have 
an end. | 


Balanced with this tranſcendent prize, 


how' light and inconfiderable 1 is the heavieſt - 
load of mortal ſorrow found! every care 
vaniſhes, every affliction dwindles to no- 


thing. Behold, in the gloomy clouds 
which envelop this ſtate of mortality, a 


radiant bow appears, which diffuſes light 
and happineſs all around, and preſages par- 
don and peace to the whole human race, 
the cheering pledge of endleſs happineſs, 


when Time ſhall be no more! Not more 


enlivening to the view of the ſmall rem- 


nant of mankind which was refcued from 
the deluge, was that ethereal ſignal which 
the Almighty ſuſpended aloft in token of 
his univerſal covenant with his creatures, 
that he would drown the world no more; 
— the indication only of temporal ſecurity: 


2 * but. 
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but this reſplendent bow was kindled by 
the efficacious beams of the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, as the earneſt of Our eternal wel- 
fare. The hand of Redeeming Love reared 
this pacific ſymbol, and expanded its beau- 
teous effulgence on high to revive the 
drooping hearts of fallen mortals, to give 
light to them who ſit in darkneſs and the 
ſhadow of death, and to illumine that 
ſable aſſemblage of night and terrars in 
which deſpondency ſometimes. involves 
even the beſt, and always overwhelms the 
bad, as it were in a profound, unfathom- 
able abyſs. Oh haſte then, finner, to par- 
take of the vivifying influence of its luſtre, 
and ardently adore that goodneſs which has 
thus kindly provided for thy. neceſſities. 
Sick of continually purſuing the ſame tedi- 

' ous round of yanity, at length relent, and. 
ſpurn the ſuggeſtions of folly, whoſe ſhrine. 
thou haſt too long frequented, her zealous, 
votary, her too paſſive and eaſy prey. Ap- 
ply to the Saviour of the world for relief. 
He has aſſumed the gracious character of 
oy gercefior with his. oftended Father, 
whoſe 
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whoſe anger He alone can deprecate. 
How ample, how amazing are the treaſures; 
of his bounty! By an ingenuous confeſſion 
of thy miſdeeds, eaſe thy foul of that but 


den which weighs it down to the duſt, and 


is become intolerable. Caſt all thy care on 
Him, for though the whole world contemn 
and ſhun thee, yet, if thou art ſincere in thy 
deſire to.conciliate his mercy, he ſtill careth- 
for thee; day and night ſhall ſooner ceaſe, 


and the world be torn from its centre, than 


thou be removed from his protection and 
favour. Go to the Croſs. Ah, how diſ- 
treſſing and mournful a ſpectacle! but at 
the ſame time pregnant with comfort inex- 
preſſible to thy dejected and languiſhing 
ſpirit. Is this the ſupreme ruler of heaven, 
the maker of the univerſe! And does he 
bleed for ſuch a criminal as thee |! Stu- 
pendous force of condeſcending love! Can 
eloquence of man, or towering thought of 
angel, do juſſice to the vaſt unbounded 
theme? Where now is the inſufferable 


blaze of that majeſty, at which once the 
brighteſt ſeraphim were forced to veil their 


eyes 
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eyes with both their wings, unable to gaze 
upon its effulgence. He exchanged it for 
the coarſe clothing of humanity. Behold 
all the God concealed in mortal form! In- 
human ſoldiery, is it thus you treat the 
King of kings? What inſults, what unpa- 
ralelled indignities ! Suſpended on the en- 
ſanguined croſs, like the moſt execrable 
malefactor! What agonizing throes con- 
vulſe his facred body! Oh, were you con- 
ſcious of the dignity of that illuſtrious, 
that celeſtial Perſonage whom you thus 
abuſe and perſecute, how would you fly 
from his awful preſence, and call upon the 
rocks and mountains to fall upon you, 
and ſhelter you from the yang of 11 
3 1 | 


Didſt ahow: not r that ener 
5 <td, preſaging the diſunion of his ſoul 
from the body? At that mournful gaſp 
all nature groans, trembling to her inmoſt 
foundation, His bleeding boſom heaves 
with the cloſing pang, ho' is juſt on the 
Point of breathing out his ſinleſs ſpirit; 
| he 


N 
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he commends his ſoul into the hands of 
his great Father, then bows his head, and 


expires. It is finiſhed ! the mighty work 


of our Redemption is accompliſhed ! He 
dies, the juſt for the unjuſt, the guiltleſs 


for the guilty; and impious man ſhall live 


for ever! 


Ves, he has effectually made thy peace 


with heaven, he has reconciled thee and all 
mankind to thy alienated, thy offended 
God. With what propriety is he ſtyled the 
Prince of Peace ! Did he not, juſt before 
his death, addreſs the repentant thief who 
was crucified by his ſide, in theſe animating 
words? This day ſhalt thou be with me in 


Paradiſe. Why then ſhould'ſt thou de- 


| ſpair? Shall not his clemency be extended 
alſo to thee, and to the vileſt of the vile 
who ſue for it with becoming humility and 
eontrition ? Repair to this divine Betheſda ; 
here ſhall the ſin- ſick ſoul obtain a ſove- 
reign remedy for its moſt inveterate mala- 
dies. No angel here is neceſſary as at Jer- 


uſalem to go down at a certain ſeaſon aud 


as | trouble 
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trouble the falytary wave. Tis not the 
ſtrſt alone who ſteps in that ſhall be cured. 
Allwhochuis it may bathe at once, and at; 

every! ſeaſon, in theſe extenſive and hea- 
venly ſtreams, and they will come out re- 
ſtared! to perfect health and ſoundneſs. 
Fall proſtrate at his feet, with weeping) 


Magdalen bewail thy offences, and he will 
ſpeak; comfort to thy: heart in this benign 


aflutrance, Ariſe, thy fins are forgiven. Ex- 


claim in unfeigned and devout adoration, 
O injured Saviour, prince of Light! And 


didſt thou patiently ſubmit! to theſe, brutal 
indignities for my ſake!! Waſt thou iuſult- 
ed; deſpiſed; cruelly ſcourged and: crucified, 


that I might be exalted to celeſtial diguity? 
Didſt thou, conſent to: Wear a crown 6f 


piercing thorns, that I might be adorned 
with-ayn incorruptible crown, a diadem of 


glory. which never decays nor fades, in the 


regions of immortal bliſs 5 O loaden with 
the heavieſt ſufferings, too heavy for hu- 
man conſtancy to bear! ho is he that con- 


demneth? ſince thou haſt died, or rather art 
tiſen again, making interceſſion for me at 
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d ritt amd of thy Almighty Pacher. 
Ahoi pal ſapature me from the love of Obi? 
Hull in hularion, or diſtreſi, or perſecnrivn, 
© or: peril, or ſtvord? No; let adverſityraſfail 
me with its ſharpeſt arrows. - protected by 


the ſhield'of thy mercy, I ſhall return vie- 


torious from the conflict. Ves, Jam Per- 
ſuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor un- 


gels, nor principalities, nor po cvers, nor things 
Preſent, northings*to- come, nor heigbt, nor 


depth, nor ay other ereuture, ſball bei ullto 


ſeparate me from the: love of Go vob itiin 
I wo ae ol 14 B #602 211 | 


Wel e this ante in iet triom- 


Ns language. Well mayeſt thou offer 


up the tributary incenſe of thy -praiſe/to 


Him, Who all inſhrined las he was in hap- 


/upineſs urutterable,/ingloryrinacceſfibleyre- 
aquiſhed the Throne of Eight, and came 


down to extricate his bew ildered and mi- 


ſetable creatures from the labyrinth of vice 


and error, to turn them from *darknefs! to 
light, to announce glad tidings to the 
Aumtek, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
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and to bind up the wounds of the broken- 
hearted, and comfort all that mourn, 
. Therefore (exclaims the prophet) my ſoul 
' ſhall be joyful in my God, for be hath cloathed 
me with the garments of ſalvation, as 4 
bridegroom decketh himſelf with ornaments, 
and as 4a bride adorneth Gerjelf a with * 
ons SACS 


Hail Jos. 1 of . re- 
Bir of a ruined world! Hail bright and 
morning Star, auſpicious Sen of righteouſ- 

neſs ! we bleſs the appearance of thy heal- 
ing ray. How neceflary are thy tutelary 
beams to regulate our dubious ſteps through 
this gloomy vale of mortality, and conduct 
us in fafety through that variety of ſnares 
and dangers with which we are ſurround- 
b ed! If thou withholdeſt but for a moment 
the brightneſs of thy countenance, what 
are we? how loſt! how benighted! how 
deſtitute! Ruin, deſpair, and Ke muſt 
be our inevitable n. | 
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With what enthuſiaſtic admiration does 
the world contemplate the behaviour of 
thoſe celebrated heroes recorded in the 
Grecian and Roman. annals! How laviſh 
has antiquity been of its eulogiums on their 
magnanimity, their patriotiſm, their forti- 
tude! But theſe, when contraſted with the 
Son of God, in his human character, like 
ſtars before the approach of day, hide theis 
diminiſhed heads: their fainter light is to- 
_ tally abſorbed in the overwhelming flood of 
his ſuperior radiance. Let Rome no longer 
boaſt of her Curtius and her Decii. Im- 
partiality, even prejudice itſelf muſt allow, 
that theſe are indiſputably inferior names. 
They died but for their own. country. A 
thirſt of glory and immortal fame ſeems to 
have been the governing principle of their 
conduct. Their end was honourable in 
every reſpect, and their urns were bedewed 
with the affectionate tears of their country. 
Their names were never mentioned with» | 
out ſymptoms of the profoundeſt ſorrow; 
and perpetual veneration, almoſt bordering 


Las on 
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on idolatry, was paid to their memories. 
His fituation exhibits a far different por- 
trait, entirely the reverſe of this favourable 
picture. His death was df infinitely more 
extenſive utility and importance. This 
Fheavenly hero reſigned his life for the be- 
nietſit of the whole race of mankind, for his 
enemies as well as his friends. He could 
not be ſtimulated by any ambitious deſire, 
or proſpect of renown among that obtlurate 
nation which he honoured with his nati- 
vity. His exit was extremely ignominious; 
erucifixion being a Roman puniſhment of 
the maſt opprobrious kind, and appropriate 
only to atrocious eriminals; among whom 
he was numbered, ſuffering in the middle 
of two flagrant culprits. Oh, view his 
lamb- like meekneſs, his conſummate; obe- 
dience to his Father's ſovereign will, his 
devout and wonderful heroiſm in his laſt 
moments! How incomparably does this 
conſiſtent and admirable: deportment tran- 
ſcend the thoughtleſs intrepidity of the 
Roman patriots! They yield the immor- 
tal en Him, as his unqueſtionable due; 


and 
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and their vaunted virtue, which once ap- 


peared of ſuch uncommon magnitude, 
dwindles 1 into nothing. 


And does the God, the ſupreme arbiter 


of nature, ſubmit to her laws, and die! 


” 
5 
%. 


Does he ſleep, cold and motionleſs, in the 
gloomy manſion of the filent grave ! How 
dreary and narrow an apartment! how 
unfit for Him who reigned above pavilion- 
ed in eternal day, and inhabited Immen- 
ſity! But ſhort is the triumph of death; 
ſoon muſt he ſurrender up his illuſtrious 
8 prey. On the third morning the wonder- 
ing ſtars beheld him burſt the barrier of 
the tomb, and aſcend triumphant through | 
the air, leading captivity captive, having 
"ſubdued and ſpoiled principalities and 
powers, and overwhelming his preſump- 
tuous adverſaries with aſtoniſhment and 

confuſion! Ye empyrean abodes, open 
your everlaſting doors, and let in the King 


of Glory! Thou heaven of heavens, re- 


ſound with univerſal jubilee," and admitthe 


celeſtial Conqueror to the right hand of 
Ee 
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the paternal majeſty on high! He has 
completely foiled the prince of darkneſs, b 
and all his confederate powers. * 


In conſequence of this victorious ad ſu- 


2 momentous action, what a me- 
tamorphofis takes place in the appearance 


of the human condition! How wonderful 
a contraſt! Lately, how depreſt ! now 
beyond meaſure exalted! Where is that 
vale of tears through which we traveled, 


ſtruggling with difficulties, and inwrapt in 
garkneſs! Where are thoſe horrors which 
| threatened us on every fide ? They are all 


vaniſhed, and Paradiſe ſucceeds in their 


room. Behold 1 in. the middle of it the Tree 
of Life, blooming in conſpicuous majeſty, 
and loaden with the ambroſial fruitage of 
heaven. Diſmiſſed are the terrific cheru- 
5 bim, and ſheathed the flaming ſword, which 
were appointed at the fall of man to guard 
the paſſage to it. The heavenly Jeruſalem 
appears unfolding wide her dazzling por- 


tals; ſtupendous magnificence ! her walls 


. of jaſper, her foundations adorned with 


every 


every precious 1 8 hd ter Cnc all of 
pure gold. She has no need of the ſun, 
neither of the moon to ſhine in her; for 
the glory of God and of the Lamb en- 
lightens her. Myriads of flaming Sera- 
phim appear, having every one of them 
harps, and golden vials full of odours. 
What brightneſs! what excellence! far 
outſhining the ſplendid appearance of the 
bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, far 
excelling whatever the moſt ſublime ima- 
gination on earth can form of beautiful 
and glorious ! they caſt their crowns of 
gold before the eternal Throne, ſinging, 
Halleluiah! bleſſing, and honour, and glory, 
and power be aſcribed to Him that fitteth 
upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and 
ever ! Juſt and true are thy ways, thou King 
of ſaints. . Who ſhall not. fear thee, and glo= 
r 2 thy name? ? for hon 2 art boly. 


How forcibly did this plorious proſpect 5 
operate upon the minds of the martyrs of | 
old ! *T'was this which ſupported them in 
the midſt of their torments, and made them 
2 
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ſmile at death itſelf. The rack, f gib- 
bet, and the flames, were all defied with a 
reſolution and intrepidity which aſtoniſhed 

their perſecutors. Neither blandiſhment 
nor violence could prevail upon them to 
deny their great maſter; their fidelity 
continued inflexible to all intreaties, im- 
pregnable to all aſſaults. They knew that 


| their ſufferings would be only momentary, 
but their reward eternal. 


* 


Out own hiſtory in particular records 
many eminent and admirable examples of 
religious conſtancy and perſeverance. How 
amiable a portrait does it draw of that in- 
ternal compoſure and divine complacency 
which a well-grounded confidence in hea- 
ven can confer in the midit of the ſevereſt 

trials! See thoſe illuſtrious candidates for 
the crown of martyrdom embracing the 
| Nake to which they are to be bound, and 
crying out, with a kind of ſeraphic extaſy, 
Welcome the croſs of Chriſt; welcome 
everlaſting life. All ſenſe of pain ſeems to 
be ſubdued, their hope 1s Full of immor- 


An a 


tality, 
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rality, ind their an pant for the frui- 
tion of celeſtial glories. The conſciouſ- 
neſs that they are dying for their Saviour's 
ſake, and that their record is on high with 
their God, hurries away their ſouls as it 
were from earth, and gives them an ante- 
| paſt of heaven !—O ever memorable train 
of Worthies, beyond deſcription great were 
your ſufferings here below, and proportion- 
ably great is your recompence above! Your 
ſeaſon of probation is over, and you have 
won the immortal prize. Eſcaped from 
the furious tempeſt, the divine haven re- 


ceives you in ſafety, and angels congratu- 


late your arrival on the heavenly ſhore. 
You have victoriouſſy fought under the 
divine banners of Meffiah, and with invin- 
cible courage deſpiſed the united threats of 
« earth and hell : therefore, inſtead of being 
crowned with a wreath of periſhing laurels, 
the reward of valour and conqueſt among 
| men, Four heads are encircled with a dia- 
dem of light, and you far outſhine the 
morning ſtar, or the ſun ſhining in his 


Nog Gay ſtrength, to all eternity. You. Pp 
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mingle with the angelic harpers ten thou- 
ſand times ten thouſand who ſurround the 
eternal Throne, and learn their myſtic 


ſong. To you has your gracious Redeemer 


given to eat of the Tree of life and bliſs, 
which 18 in the midſt of the Paradiſe of 


God—to regale yourſelves with its delicious 
: fruits for ever and ever! | 


FRE archangels, and all the innume- 


Table company of heaven, ſtrike from the 
golden ſtrings of your melodious lutes 
hymns of extatic triumph in honour of the 
Lamb that was flain, and celebrate the ; 
myſteries of Redeeming Love ! We, feeble, 


erring mortals (oh, how inadequate to the 


attempt!) will aſpire to join your lofty 


Halleluiah with our inferior ſong. But 


although our ſong be in ferior, yet not ſo is 

our ſubject. Not you ever did, or ever can 
4 ting a ſublimer theme! | The grateful an- 
them of praiſe which the lip of man Pours 
forth, if it flows from a humble and pious 


heart, ſhall harmonize with your trium- 
bay GIFs and akend: like incenfe, an 
oblation 


a 


on 
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oblation acceptable and ſweet, together 
with your exalted ſtrain before the Throne 
of God. Now is come ſalvation, and 
frirength, and the kingdom of our God, and the 
power of his Chrifl, The great infernal 
dragon, the accuſer of your brethren day 
and night, who was expelled from the 
regions of bliſs with his angels, is now 
bound in adamantine fetters, and caſt into 
the abyſs of penal fire, to be reſerved for 
the judgement of the great day. What 
injuries and wretchedneſs lately abounded! 
What cruelties did this formidable de- 

ſttroyer exerciſe over mankind! but the 
ſuperior power of our Redeemer has totally 
plucked away his envenomed ſting—has 
cruſhed and ſubdued his ſtrength, and 
mortals are the hapleſs victims of his rage 
no more. Therefore, rejoice, ye heavens; 
and thou in particular, O earth ! exult 
over the impotence of thy implacable foe 
thus confined in everlaſting chains, and 
hurled headlong to the realms of endleſs. 

darkneſs, With thy ſymphonious though 
| 4 feeble. 
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feeble praiſes anſwer the celeſtial hymn, 
ſing loud Hoſannas to the Men. and 
ſwell the OD ana 1. 


And . 0 abraten Spirit pad | 
of the affections, ſhed abroad in copious and, 
diffuſive ſtreams thy myſtic, thy reviving. 
influence over our fouls, fainting and over- 

powered as we are with the burden of our 
infirmities! Alas, what diſcord and confu- 
ſion has the firſt fatal tranſgreſſion in Pa- 
radiſe introduced into the harmony of the 
moral ſyſtem ! How does our innate de- 
pravity jar with every good and virtuous | 
principle! Suppreſs thoſe internal commo- 
tions, and with thy divine energy tran- 
quillize and meliorate the heart ; that the 
diſpoſition of our mind, and the whole 
tenour of our conduct, may be in perfect 
' uniſon with theſe ſeraphic ſtrains ; and 
when, at the ſummons of death, we put 

off this coarſe habiliment of clay, we may 
be tranſlated to the regions of immortality 
and Joy, and perſonally mingle with the 
6 kacdiant 
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radiant choir of Archangels who ſtand 
around the eternal Throne. Oh, qualify 

us to enjoy with them the beatific viſion of 

the Godhead, and to proclaim the clemen- 

cy of our Redeemer in Halleluiahs ardent 

and ſublime as theirs, for ever and for 

evert LE 
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(oh y Ef ens 


| DevTzROXOMY xxxii. 40, 41. 


1 lift up my hand to heaven, and ſa fa y, F; FIR | 


1 ever — 


1 I wikis my glittering 3 and mine hand 
| Fake hold on Judgement ; : I will render 
vengeance to mine enemies, and will re- 

255 ward them that hate me. 


HI IF is mart of that poetical Sa 
| which broke from the lips of Moſes, 
on the conſideration of his Maker's cle- 


never to Iſrael, and his unbounded great- 
neſs ; 
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neſs: and ſurely never was the dignity of 
Omnipotence celebrated in ſublimer and 
more beautiful ſtrains. In the words be- 
fore us, the Author of the univerſe himſelf 
is introduced, is viſibly repreſented to us as 
it were, giving a diſplay of his grandeur 
aud. power. He announces to the world in 
the moſt majeſtic and awful language his 
ability to inflict puniſhment on thoſe who 
ſet his might at defiance, and with ungrate- 
ful hatred requite the offer of his love. 
This ability is ſet forth in a ſtronger and 
more ſtriking light ſtill in the context, 
where he deſcribes himſelf as of power to 
kill, and to make alive, to wound and to 
heal; as a Being, out of whoſe hand no- 
thing can deliver, and who reigus, without 
a rival, abſolute Lord of the material and 
immaterial worlds, the only-exiſting God; 
to whom belongeth vengeance” and recom- 
pence; who, in the dreadful moment of 
His auger, will make his arrows drunk. With 
blood, and 1 5 with the, blood of the 
Lain, . 3 


. p 5 Ra Fo 


: Alarming 
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"Alarming atid terrible indeed 1 is ſuch 2 


view of the Deity to thoſe who have wil- 


fully violated his laws, and AT 
"ths nis Promiſes and his threats. Surely, 2 
if their Hearts are not irrecoyerably Jl 


pr aved; if they have not loſt all cubbilth 


i { 
18 


to what is awful, and all regard for what 
is good, this ſolemn exhibition muſt leave 
the moſt affecting and ſalutary impreſſions 
on their minds; they will feel themſelves 
irreſiſtibly forced into a deſire inſtantane- 


: oully to forſake thoſe pernicious paths. into : 


which they have been ſeduced by the inſt» 
dious adverſary of mankind, and which 


terminate at length in inevitable ruin. 
Wheti they reflect that his juſtice requires ä 
him to execute his vengeance on the p pre- 
ſumptuous ſcorner of his precepts, and that 


whatever he wills, his omnipotence enables 
him to perform; that as he formed them 
out of nothing, ſo he can to their original 


nothing reduce them in an inſtant; and 
that the flame of his reſentment 1 1s kindled, 


which, raging with ten fold and tremen- 
1 violence, will, if not THRONE by - 


the 
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the tears of immediate 8 conſume 
them for ever; when they reflect on all 
theſe circumſtances, it ſeems incredible that 
| they ſhould wiſh Kill to perſiſt in their ir- 
reverence towards the Holieſt and the moſt 
powerful of beings—ftill reje& the admo- 
nitions of conſcience, and keep their bo- 
ſoms ſtceled againſt all remorſe. 


e of this ſolemn nature are 
well adapted to impreſs the mind with 
awe, and ought to be cheriſhed with aſſi- 
duous care in every breaſt, as effectual pre · 
5 ſervatives from the allurements of vice, 

and incentives to the practice of piety and 
virtue. For when invited by the ſolicita» 
tions of intereſt, pleaſure, or ambition, to 
deviate from that line of conduct which 


© Heaven has preſcribed as the only guide to 


immortal felicity, what method ſo proper 
for recalling our feet, and eſtabliſhing, 
them i in the paths of rectitude again, as 
the painting before our imagination, in 
Tively and glowing colours, the omnipo- 
| tent Ruler of the univerle ; 3 Him to whom 


all 
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all hearts lie open, and from whom no ſe- 
crets are concealed, bowing the heavens 
and coming down in dreadful majeſty to 
recompence his creatures according to their 
reſpective deſerts; z to conſign ſome to ever- 
laſting life, and others to everlaſting ſhame 


and contempt; - ſome to infinite bliſs, . and 
others to an eternity of pain? What too 


can mortals find ſo happily calculated for 
: checking the licentious excurſions of rov- 
ing fancy, as the reflection, that every 


| thought which they indulge, that all thoſe 
embryos of guilt which lie concealed from 
human obſervation within the moſt ſecret 
receſſes of the mind, ſhall be brought forth 
to light, and written with a ſun-beam in 
the view both of men and angels, by that 
: tremendous Power, in whoſe fight ſtars and 
ſun are but duſt, the very heavens are not 
pure, and the angels themſelves are reputed 


as nothing? He revealeth the deep and ſe- 
cret things: he knoweth what is in the dark- 
neſs, and the be dwelleth with him. | 


But 
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But let not zs humble contrite heart, 
which bleeds at the review of paſt offences, 
and is "weighed down to the duſt with the 
ſenſe of its unworthineſs, be diſmayed with 
that awful diſplay which the juſtice and 
"majeſty, the greatneſs and omniſcience of 
the Deity, beheld! in conjunction, exhibit : 
Jet 5. ot this deter it from approaching to 
tlie foot of his Throne, from caſting all its 
"ares, upon him, and pouring itſelf forth 
into the boſom of its Saviour and its God. 
What if he is clothed with dignity and 
on terror? What if he declares himſelf at 
, open enmity with the atrocious and har- 
dened delinquent? Shall the cheering light 
of his countenance be with - held from thoſe 
8 who ſeek its returning beams with heart- 
felt anxiety and tears? 1 there no balm in 
"Gilead ? Is there no Phyfician there, to heal 
the wounds of | the broken in heart, and 
"adminiſter that ſupport and relief, which 
the timid mind, depreſſed with the thought 
of its failings, ſo greatly needs, but hardly 
dares implore ? Afſuredly there is. Does 

not 
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| not He himſelf ſay, Go up into Gilad, and 
Take balm, aud be reflered to health and ſound- 
neſs? Although, in ſolemn pomp, he lifts 


up his hand to heaven, and ſays, I live for 


ever; although he whets his glittering 
ſword, and his hand takes hold ou judge- 

ment, to render vengeance to his enemies, 
and to puniſh: them that hate him; yet 


” does he delight in being ſtyled the God of 


- compaſſion and love, and as a father pitietli 


his own children, ſo is he merciful to 

them that fear him. Accordingly, the 
portrait which his prophet Moſes has given 
of him in the former part of his devout 


rhapſody, is no leſs amiable than his ſub- 


ſequent one 18 terrible. He deſcribes his 
vigilance and tender care over his choſen 


| people in theſe expreſſive and pathetic 
terms; He found them in a defart land, and 


in the waſte howling wilderneſs : he led them 
about, he inſtructed them, he kept them as the 


apple of his eye. As an eagle fluttereth over 
her young, taketh them, beareth them on ber 
wings ; ſo the Lord alone aid lead them. 
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Thus is he a God of mercy, as well as a 
God of vengeance. He never averts his 
eye from the ſinner, who with ſelf- annihi- 
lation, and inceſſant ſorrow for his paſt 
miſdeeds, ſupplicates for a re- admiſſion to 
his favour. He will not add blow to blow, 
nor plunge the torturing dart deeper and 
deeper into the wounds of the afflicted; he 
will not trample on the bruiſed reed, nor 
cruſh the heart already broken. He will 
rather diſmiſs his ſpirit from above, to co- 
operate with the pious endeavours of the 
| lowly, and beautify the meek with triumph 
and /alvation, The weak trembling hands, 
that are lifted up with ſincerity to implore 
his aſſiſtance and forgiveneſs, from Him 
receive new ſtrength; and by him the 
feeble knees are confirmed which bend in 


- ardent adoration before his foot-ſtool. His 


throne is encircled with the gentle beams 
of lenity and goodneſs, no leſs than with 
the fiercer blaze of greatneſs, power, and 
terror. It is with reluctance that he pu- 
| niſhes; 1 he had far rather ſee the guilty 
"TOR object 
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object of his diſpleaſure, renounce his im- 
piety and live. Turn ye, (ſays he) urn ye 

From your evil ways; for why will ye die, 
O houſe of Iſrael? And at laſt, when this 
| rebellious houſe, by their repeated and ob- 
ſtinate defeats of his gracious intentions to- 
wards them, had proved themſelves utterly 
_ unworthy of his clemency, and his juſtice 
called aloud for the infliftions of his wrath, 
with what concern, what endearing marks 
of long-ſuffering benignity, does he, ſay! 


How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? how 
| 8 1 deliver th cz Vrael . 


After this ſurvey of the ſupreme Ruler 
of the univerſe, what gratitude, humble 
joy, and confidence, ought to animate the 
breaſt ! How amiable an union is here pre- 
ſented us, of omnipotence with compaſſion 
and benevolence! To Him, in a moſt em- 
phatic ſenſe, we may juſtly ſay, belong 
mercies and for giveneſs! How peculiarly 
expreſſive of. this generous propenſity to 
bleſs are theſe words which he uttered by 
the mouth of his Prophet: Say 7o them that 
S "FEE are 
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are of a feerful beart, be flrong, fear not: 
behold, your God will come with a recom- 
penſe, he will come and ſave you. Here is 
held forth an anchor to the trembling ſoul, 
on which it may lean in ſafety during 
thoſe tempeſts and alarms which diſtruſt 
and fear too often raiſe, to agitate and 
depreſs it till it ſinks into the = of de- 

ee and woe. 9 


But, debe « any farther prsevdube, bs it 
be remembered, in order to repreſs the 
flights of human preſumption, and prevent 
an abuſe of the Divine clemency, that the 
fame gracious Power who ſays, ' The wicked 

fall not fall by bis «wickedneſs if he aban- 
dons it entirely, and ſeeks the renewal of 

| his Maker's love with true penitential ſor- 

| row, ſays alſo, that he righteouſneſs of the 
righteous ſhall not deliver him in the day of 

(= tranſgreſſion ; but if he commit- iniquity, 

he ſhall ſurely die. This ought to prevent 
the good man from claiming any peculiar 
indulgence or extraordinary privilege from 
heaven with regard to his conduct. Henee 


he 
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he may learn how vain to flatter himſelf 
with the thought that, on account of his 
former probity of heart and purity of man- 


ners, he ſhall be permitted to deviate, with 
impunity, from the precepts of his God, or 
be favoured with the ſmalleſt degree of ex- 


emption from thoſe duties which, by the 
divine appointment, are requiſite to our 
preparation for divine felicity. The Al- 
mighty injoins his creatures to fulfill the 
laws which he preſcribed for their beneſit, 
in every point and in their utmoſt extent; 
that is, with all that ardour and induſtry of 
. which mortal imperfection is capable. 


Let us then uſe our moſt zealous efforts 

for performing, with inviolate fidelity and 
unremitting attention, what our heavenly 
Legiſlator requires of us: and what is this, 


but to do ju/ily, to love mercy, and to walk 


humbly, as conſcious of being ever in his 
ſight? This (and how conciſe and eaſy is 
it !) is the whole ſum of the duty of man. 
Nothing ſurely can be more ſimple, no- 

thing more adapted to human infirmity. 
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This he has pronounced as the ſureſt, and 
indeed the only means of acquiring his ap- 
probation, and inſuring the bleſſings of his 
protection. To all oftentatious honours, 
all parade of vain-glorious homage, he has 
declared himſelf utterly averſe. He de- 
mands not our burnt offerings and our vic- 
tims. He will not be pleaſed with thou- 
ſands of rams, nor with ten thouſands of 
rivers of oil. The offering of the heart 
alone is what he will accept. A broken 
and a contrite ſpirit is more pleaſing and 
eſtimable in his ſight, than the coſtlieſt and 
moſt magnificent ſacrifices. Opulence and 
ſplendor, bring no more your ſuperb obla- 
tions to his altar. Think not to conciliate 
his regard by thoſe Phariſaic artifices. De- 
ſirable and efficacious as your dazzling trea- 
ſures may appear in your own eyes, yet 
know, that one effort to relieve diſtreſs, 
one penitential tear, far ſurpaſſes them all 
in value. Such offerings, then, alone, be 
{olicitous to preſent before him, 


1 ES Thus 
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Thus obvious as the method of obtaining 
his favour is, let us not, by a punctilious 
obſervance of matters which have no real 


connection with our duty, wander from the 


mark ; leſt we ſhould render ourſelves ob- 
noxious to that reproach of the prophet, 
which our Saviour applied to the Phariſees 
and Scribes : This people draweth nigh unto 
me with their mouth, and honoureth me with 


their lips ; but their beart is far from me. 


To preclude all cauſe for this reprehenſion, 


let it be our conſtant care to beg, with the 


profoundeſt humility, the concurrence of 


his all-powerful Spirit with our feeble but 
fincere attempts; for he communicateth 
power to the faint who humbly ſue for his 


| ſuccour ; and to them that have no might 
he diſpenſes ſtrength and vigour more and 
more liberally; till at length they find 


their whole nature renewed, and, from this 


tublunary ſcene of miſery and imperfec- 
tion, aſcend as it were with the wings of 


an eagle into his Beatific Preſence, 
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How pleaſing, how full of encourage- 
ment blended with reverence, is the con- 
templation, that fo great, ſo awful a Being 
as the univerſal. Sovereign of the creation 
does not diſdain the character of our friend 
and protector! But ho- much more en- 
couraging and pleaſing 1 is it to contemplate 
him as our Redeemer; not only as our 
Reſcuer from endleſs miſery, but alſo our 
Reſtorer to an Eternity of Bliſs! While we 
view him in this propitious and endearing 
light, that immenſe diſtance at which we 
ſtood from his preſence becomes annihi- 
lated; we find ourſelves admitted to the 
foot of his throne, and baſk in the full blaze 
of his glories. That ineſtimable love ex- 
- hibited in the Redemption of the world 
affords an effectual aſylum to the troubled 
ſpirit, and ſooths with heavenly certainty 
and peace all its anxieties, doubts, and diſ- 
treſſes. For what other inference are we 

to deduce from ſo wonderful an inſtance of 
philauthropy but this? He who ſpared not 
bis oun San, but Gelivered bim up for us all, 


ball 
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ſhall be not with him alſo freely give us all 
things ? When we refle& on this grand cir- 
curnſtance, the dignity of human nature 
_ riſes higher every moment in our view; 
the proſpect grows fairer and fairer around 
us; we behold a ray of heavenly light and 
conſolation darting full upon us, and diſſi- 


pating the gloomieſt ſhades that invelop 


this ſtate of mortality; we hear a voice 


divine whiſpering peace, ſalvation, and joy, 


to the ſoul. After ſo tranſcendent a diſ- 
play of goodneſs, to how ſublime a height 


ought our gratitude and adoration to ſoar ! 


O thou, who, in conſequence of having 
long perſevered in the flowery road of per- 
dition, art filled with confuſion and diſmay, 
behold here an infallible antidote to that 
dejection and deſpair, with which the con- 


ſciouſneſs of thy flagrant abuſe of the 


Divine Goodneſs opprefles thy tortured ſoul. 


Be not deterred from foliciting the pardon 


of thy offended God by an apprehenſion 
that He, who bows the heavens in his 
anger, and will vindicate his honour in in- 


flicting 
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Aitting eternal vengeance on his enemies, 
can never forgive atrocious crimes like 
thine. Calm thy terrified mind with the 
thought, that thou haſt a pitying advocate 
above, who is able to ſave effectually thoſe 
that come to God by Him, ſince he ever 
_ hves to intercede with his & op Father for 
them. 


I chis reflection can conſole the repent= 
ing delinquent, and invite him to advance 


with confidence and hope, though with 


trepidation and awe, towards the foot of 
the eternal Throne, how ſenſibly muſt its 
influence be felt by the good man ! It ſheds 
a perpetual complacency over all his life, 
and adds new luſtre to his brighteſt mo- 
ments. But particularly in that penſive 
period, when all but internal conſolations 
fail, when the world and all its blandiſg- 
ments retire, and nature ſtruggles with the 
laſt awful pang, it enables him to ſmile, 
and to cry out with a degree of tranſport, 
which a mind leſs converſant with heaven 
can never know, Welcome, thrice wel- 

| come, 
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come, Death! oh quickly ſtrike the im- 


pending blow, releaſe my panting ſpirit 


from its earthly priſon, convey it to its con- 
genial climes, and give it to expatiate un- 


confined in its own hereditary heavens ! 


Where are thoſe terrific frowns, at which 


the hearts of trembling mortals. ſink, and 


- retain their fortitude no more? Where are 
now thy dreary ſhades, thy ſolitary and 
mournful domains? Redeeming Love 


brightens the dejecting ſcene, Where 
ghaſtly forms and forbidding ſpectres lately 
frowned, now angels ſmile, and call me to 
the manſions of everlaſting reſt. The 
dawnings of celeſtial day are opening around 


me. The Paradiſe of God ſhines forth in 
beauteous and enlivening proſpect. J ex- 
perience a fore-taſte of that felicity which 


the merits of my Saviour have ſecured to 
all who love and fear him; and humbly 
hope, through thoſe infinite merits, and 
that tranſcendent clemency which inflicts 


vengeance on none but the obdurate offen- 


der, to be exalted to the full enjoyment of 


this 
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this wlicity, and to ſhine among the Bleſt 
with a ſplendor not inferior to theirs in the 
manſions of glory for ever and for ever ! 
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For Chriſtmas-Day. 


Sr, LUKE | 11. 14. 


ou to. God in the higheſt, „on a bear, 


e e fownrds 1 men. 


H E Sofas af 4 Son of God on 


earth for the reſtitution of the hu- 


"I race to the high privilege of endleſs 


happineſs, is a ſubject on which it is at all 
times both delightful and improving to 


meditate; and therefore it ought at all times 
40 
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to be preſent to the mind; but particularly 
at this ever memorable anniverſary; the 
return of that happy period, in which a 
tfadiant harbinger from heaven pronounced 
theſe glorious tidings in the ears of the 
_ aſtoniſhed ſhepherds, To you is born this 
day, .@ Saviour, Chr iſt. the Lord! The con- 
templation of this great event is wonder- 
fully calculated to elevate, the affections 


from earth to heaven, and to fix them un- 


alienably on the moſt perfect of beings. If 
cheriſhed v with unremitting care, it cannot 


fail of purifying the heart, and forming it it 
to piety and goodneis. 


How myſterious, how amazing a cir- 
cumſtance is the incarnation of the Deity! 
Reaſon in vain attempts to ſound the un- 
fathomable abyſs; ſhe confeſſes her impo- 
tence, and adores in ſubmiſſive ſilence what 
ſo infinitely turpaſſes her comprehenſion 3 
In how engaging a point of view does it 
place the Godhead ! We behold Him who 
bows the heavens, before whom all the in- 
habitats of the earth are as nothing, 

whom 
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whom all things both in heaven above, and 


in the earth beneath, and in the waters 


under the earth, obey, who but ſpoke the 


word, and they were created Him whom 
we had offended, and from whoſe hands we 


merited nothing but puniſhment and rigour | 
we behold Him aſſuming the character 


of our friend, our patron, and deliverer! 


Stupendous love! To what returns from 


us 1s ſo gracious a Being entitled ! Juſtly 
may we exclaim with the angelic choir 


who deſcended to celebrate the nativity of 
this divine Philanthropiſt, this King of 
kings, Glory to God in the higbeſt, on earth 
peace, good- will towards men, Who that 


duly conſiders the importance of this won- 
derful birth, can refuſe to join in this trium- 
phant and celeſtial ſong? Ves, ye inhabi- 
tants of heaven, aſcribe everlaſting glory to 


the Moſt-High: and ye, who in myriads 


without number ſurround his throne in the 


Heaven of heavens, Cherubim and Sera- 
phim, loudly tune your golden harps to his 


praiſe, and, without ceaſing, cry, Halle- 


luiah! Look down from your empyrean 


| heights 
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heights a moment, and behold mortals, in 
emulation of your example, proſtrating 
themſelves at his altar, and offering up the 
tributary incenſe of their thankſgivings. 
May our reſponſive Halleluiahs, aſcending 
on the wings of pious and humble extaſy, 
mingle with your ſublimer hymn, and find 
acceptance at the throne of light! Now 
ſhall the tumult and confuſion introduced 
by ſin into the world ſubſide, and Peace 
reſume her dominion over the earth; for 
unto us a Child is born, unto ur a Son is 
given. He whoſe name is Wonderful, Te 
Prince f peace! The Mighty God, The 
Everlaſting Father, is come to reſtore tran- 
quillity, harmony, and love, among his 
creatures. Benevolence and amity ſhall 
ſucceed to malignity and ſtrife, and earth, 
which has fo long been a ſcene of diſcord 
and miſery, exhibit ſome fimilitude of 
heaven! in ou of repoſe and * 


Cold and 3 indeed, is that Wo | 
which does not glow with the warmeſt 
and moſt exalted ſentiments of gratitude 

— — at 
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at the thought of thoſe benefits which the 
arrival of the great Meſſiah unalienably ſe- 
cured to us! To how fad and lamentable 
a condition were we reduced! How infi- 
nitely more fad and lamentable muſt it 
have been, had not Redeeming Goodneſs 
interpoſed ! From that moment the cloud 
which hung over us was diſperſed ; light, 
and life, and bliſs dawned upon us; and 
our feet, which had long wandered in the 
paths of error, were conducted into the 
happy road of truth. The divine morn- 
ing - ſtar aroſe, and with its ſalutary beams 
brought joy to a deſponding world; that 
Star, of which it was predicted, that e 
Gentiles ſhould come to its light, and kings to 
the brightneſs of its riſing. How punQually 
was this fulfilled ! Behold, the eaſtern 
Magi come from afar, while the heaven] y 
infant lay at this time in a mean manger at 
Bethlehem. They come with their coſtly 
offerings to adore the incarnate God, and 
preſent their gold, their frankincenſe, and 
myrrh at his feet. What was their aſto- 
zich mont to ſee that ſovereign, that awful 
T Power, 
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Power, at whoſe throne angels and arcli- 
angels bowed, diſguiſed in mortal form, 
and deſcended on the earth to live as a man 


among men! Amazing humility! he 


formed the ſkies, and the whole circle of 


nature was his own; yet, for the ſake of 
man he is contented with this lowly bed, 


and difdains not to make his appearance in 


a place where he has no attendants but a 


few lowing oxen — wrapt in ſwaddling : 
 cloaths—expoſed to all the wants and hard- 


ſhips of mortality !—Such was the manner 
in which the Hope of Ifrael, the mighty 
Shiloh— He whom the aged Patriarch fore- 


told fo long before upon his dying bed— 


He whom ſo many prophets announced as 
the reſtorer of loſt mankind, and of whom 
they predicted ſuch ſurprizing things — 
ſuch was the unobtruſive manner in which 


. this celeſtial Perſonage made his firſt en- 
trance into the world himſelf created! 


Such was the reception which he met with 


from the world he came to ſave! excluded 


from the inhoſpitable dwellings of men, 
and obliged to take up his reſidence with 
w: 4 the 
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the walt of the field! His own received 
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by a & way 1 brought 3 and felicity | 
to all, even to thoſe: -who turned a callous 
ear to the invitations of his love, and re- 
quited them with enmity, obloquy, and = 
ſcorn, Hy 
W amiable. how admirable 1s. this 
condeſcenſion of the Son of God! how 
ſtrongly. marked is it with philanthropy 
and goodneſs ! Continually revolving ; it in 
our minds, let us endeavour to imitate 
what we admire not unprofitably ſpecu- 
lating upon it, but turning it to our advan- 
tage, and making it the model of our own 
conduct. Let the children of proſperity 
and affluence in particular attend to the 
ſtriking leflon of humility here inculcated 
on all mankind. How pr. znant is it with 
inſtruction ! It teaches them, not to make 
an oſtentatious diſplay of thoſe adventitious 
goods which they owe to no merit of their 
own, but merely to the benignity of Pro- 
vidence; and which ought rather to be de- 
T 3 dicated 
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dicated to that nobleſt of purpoſes, the pro- 
moting the benefit of their fellow erea- 
tures.—Unambitious to be Neth by men, 
and having higher objects in view than hu- 
man applaufe, go, apply in ſecrefy the le- 
nient cordial of charity merely for the fake 
of doing good. Averſe to the example of 
thoſe who exercife their munificence to ac- 
quire an empty name, when you diſpenſe 
your alms iet not your left hand know what 
your right hand doeth. Thus ſhall your 
| heavenly Father, who beholds you in your 
"moſt fecret retirements, Himſelf reward 
Fou openly, even in the preſence of the 
aſſembled Univerſe, in the fight of men 
and angels. Thus ſhall you emulate the 
conduct of Him. who, though Lord of the 
world, preferred an humble manger to the 
ſplendid palaces of kings; who, though 
ent from above on the greateſt and moſt 
important of embaſſies on the moft amaz- 
ing work of love choſe at bis arrival to be 
firſt ſcen and hailed only by a few fimple 
| ſhepherds keeping watch over their flock 
by night; and who, in the ſubſequent part 
We nd 1a « of 


of his life, after 3 reſtored health to 
the infirm, fight to the blind, and feet to 
the lame, charged the aſtoniſhed objects of 
his Daran that FE ſhould "ny 
to no man. 


; 1 An appearance of obſcurity and 


meanneſs What a multiplicity of benefits 
did he confer upon mankind ! But great 


as his labours were to promote their tem- 
poral welfare, they were but little in com- 
' pariſon with what he did to advance their 
eternal. Not contented with extricating 


us from an abyſs of ruin and woe, he 


placed heaven itſelf within our reach, and 
ſecured an incorruptible crown for all thoſe | 
who ſhould properly avail themſelves of 


the high nee Which he n for 


them. 59 


"21 "ave ſo glorious a diſplay of genuine 
kindneſs, ſhall we be remiſs and ſupine in 


our efforts towards making a due requital ? 
A due requital, indeed, who can hope to 
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1 the unbounded debt ! However, 
may, by an immovable adherence to 

| Nig precepts, evince ourſelves not totally 
unworthy of his” beneficence. By fre- 
quently contemplating that ſtupendous 
height of felicity to which he has exalted 
us, and by ſuffering the contemplation to 
rectify our hearts and influence our con- 
duct, we may render our ſervices accepta- 
ble to Him who has been ſo profuſe in his 
clemency towards us! Think, O man, 
how happy was it for thee that the Son of 
God condeſcended to viſit theſe regions of 
mortality ! Look back with holy tranſport 

on this auguſt Era. What a revolution, 
as ſalutary as it was ſudden, did it intro- 

duce in human affairs! a revolution preg- 
nant with ſuch immenſe benefit to human 
kind, that the inſpired writers, tranſported 
as it were beyond themſelves with the ſub- 
lime idea, have exhauſted the moſt beauti- 
ſul images in nature to give us a concep- 
tion of it! They tell us, that the wilder- 
nei and the ſolitary place ſhould be glad, 

and the * 1 and b You as the roſe; 
Ni in BS that 
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that the glory of Lebanon ſhould be given 
unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon; 
that Area ms ſhould break out in the deſart; 
inſtead of the thorn the fir-tree coming up, and 
inſtead of the briar the myrile flouriſhing ; 
everlaſting joy reſting upon the heads of men, 
and . . Sgomg flying away. 


Such was \ thi language of ancient Pro- 
phecy. Such were the ſentiments which 
the holieſt of men entertained on the 
greateſt of ſubjects. No leſs animated and 

ardent ought ours to be on the ſame im- 
Portant occaſion. Happieſt of all events! 
From what an aby ſs of darkneſs and mi- 
ſery did the moral world then emerge! 

Adore the goodneſs of the Eternal F ather, 
| who fo loved the world, that he ſurrendered 
up his only ſon to purchaſe immortal ſal- 
vation for it, at the price of his own in- 
eſtimable life, Adore the goodneſs of the 
co- eternal Son, who, though perfectly im- 

maculate and ſinleſs Himſelf, yet, to take 

away the ſins of that world, ſubmitted to a 

— and 1 ignominious life below, and to 
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a death more painful and opprobrious ſtill 1 
Indicate thy ſenſe of his unlimited good- 


neſs by taking with pleaſure his eaſy yoke 


upon thee, by learning of Him, who was 


meek and lowly in heart, and who went 
about doing good. This was his favourite 


occupation dyring his continuance on 


earth; let it be thine alſo. The ſhort 

| ſpan of life allotted us here, ought to be 
devoted to the benevolent employ of alle- 
viating the cares, redreſſing the wants, and 


promoting the happineſs of others. Im- 


prove the flying hours, mark every mo- 


ment with ſome uſeful action. Life may 
be compared to a large darkſome region, 


where all mankind are fellow-travellers, 
enabled, and more than this, required, to 


ſoften one another's toils, and mitigate the 


common load of ſorrow, by a thouſand 
offices' of humanity and love. With an 


induſtry equal to the rectitude of thy in- 


tentions, ſeck out the haunts of pining po- 


verty and wretchedneſs, wipe away the 


tears of affliction, and cloathe with ſmiles 


the "Hop of deſpair. | What can be more 


pleaſin g 
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| olaking than to behold the hungry Whom 
we have fed, the naked whom we have 
cloathed, and the friendleſs whom we have 


patronized, breathing out their prayers' for 


our protection, and imploring the - bene» 
dickion of heaven on our heads? This to 
the ſympathetic' boſom affords a delight, to 
| which the luxurious ſenſualiſt, amidſt all 
his boaſted enjoy ments, is an utter ſtranger. 
How many are there at this moment bend- 
ing to the duſt under the burden of penury, 
unable to procure a ſcanty ſubſiſtence for 


thoſe whom they hold dearer than their 
own lives, and even for themſelves! How 


many ſuffering agony and diſtreſs in all 
their various ſhapes ! Multitudes groaning 
under the ſcourge of tyranny and oppreſ- 


| fion! multitudes wandering through a wide 
world without a protector or a guide, who 
have ſeen better days, now reduced to the 


eruel neceſſity of ſupporting a miſerable 
life like Lazarus, with the crumbs which 
fall from the rich man's table, and, per- 


haps, conteraptuouſly ſpurned even by thoſe 
whom 
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whom they themſelves raiſed from, ir 
e to n and bg woos |: — 


0 think + on 1 ye generpus ud. rod 
mane, think on this, and glory in the ho- 
nourable character of a feeling heart—a 
"cart not unprofitably. throbbing with com- 
paſſſon, but prompting the hand to pour 
into the wounds of affliction that healing 
balm which genuine Charity never refuſes. 

Glory in obeying the divine injunctions 

of a Redeemer, who was all pity, gentle- 

neſs, and clemency, the characteriſtic of 

whoſe precepts was univerſal benevolence, 

and whoſe religion was a ſyſtem of cle- 
mency and love? 


ths ** we are attentive to the dit 
charge of our duty. towards each 'other, it 
behoves us, in particular, to remember 
what we owe the greateſ} and the beſt of 
beings. Keeping the good Centurzon Rill 
in view, our prayers in conjunction with 
our alms, ſhould” come up, like his, in grate- 
ful memorial before the Moſt-High. Our 
hearts 
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hearts being warmed and ſublimated by a 
devout ſenſe of our obligations to our hea- 
venly benefactor, we ſhall riſe to a far 
higher pitch than mere morality can carry 

Let us inſpect our conduct with an 


impartial eye, detect every latent folly 


which wears the maſk of virtue, and en- 
deavour with unrelaxing vigour to rectify 
every impropriety and error, uniting with 
our attempts our humble petitions to the 


throne of Grace, for a portion of celeſtial 
aid from that Power who can convert our 


weakneſs into ſtrength, and has promiſed 


that he will neyer turn his ear away from 


the ſupplication of his feeble creature. He 
will accept of fincerity in the room of per- 


fection, and not be extreme 10 mark what is 


done amiſs. Be comforted then, weeping 
penitent, whoever thou art, dry up thy 
tears; approaching towards his footſtool 
with humble hope blended with heart felt 
ſorrow for thy paſt miſconduct, throw thy- 


ſelf upon the mercy of thy God, Let not 


thy heart deſpand ; the goodneſs of thy 


former 


Maker will never fail, An abdication of 
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former ſins, and an ardent deſire to regain 
his favour, are regarded by Him as ſuffi- 
cient titles to his: love, Thanks to eternal 
tenderneſs and pity} we haue an advocate 
avith the Father, Feſus Chrift, the Righteous. 
Thoſe ſacred fireams of blood which flow- 
ed ſo copiouſly from his mangled body on 
the Croſs,” are of ſufficient efficacy to waſh 
every ſtam away. He can preſent us fault- 
leſs before the 5 of * _—_ with 
ae * Fey 6 
Having ſo bend a fonnditih « on which 
to build our hopes, let us not delay a mo- 
ment to make our peace with heaven. 
Shall we protract to a diſtant period 
What, if deferred now, we may never per- 
haps have another opportunity of doing? 
Would not this be imprudence and temerity 
Itſelf? What is the mighty charm which 
| binds our affections down to earth, and 
prevents us from acting as beings whole life 
18 ſhort and precarious, whoſe native home 
is in a ſuperior world, and who are candi- 
dates for immortality? Did we but make 
a proper 
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a proper eſtimate of terreſtrial things, and 
conſider with due attention that eternal 
ſtate whlch is to ſucceed the preſent fleet - 
ing ſcene, how contemptible would appear 
thoſe trifles of an hour, which engage mul- 
titudes in ſuch warm contention'! Did 
men but dedicate to their everlaſting con- 
cerns half that time which they conſume 
in the purſuit of baubles unworthy cf their 
attention, their lot would be happy indeed. 
But alas! they ſee not their danger. 
Though tottering on the verge of ruin, 
they cry out, in the language of the volup- 
tuary, Let us crown ourſelves with roſe-buds 
before they be withered, and let no flower of 
the ſpring paſs by us; till in a moment the 
pleaſing illuſion vanithes like an airy dream, 
and death hurries them away before the 
Divine Tribunal. 8 
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The multitudes of the vigorous and 
healthy falling around us from day to day, 
tacitly warn us of the inſtability of human 
joy. Their fate is a kind of pathetic mo- 
nitor, which tells us that there is nothing 

. 8 worthy 


2 — 


OY of our care dior; and that ac 
alone is entitled to our defires. Not- only 
thoſe of maturet age are ſwept off the ſcene 
by the hand of death, but numbers in the 
early bloom of life, in the very morning of 
their days, are continually cropt away, like 
the flower which is no ſooner blown than 
it dies. Hence how incumbent upon us to 
transfer our ſolicitude from tranſitory things 
to thoſe ſuperior objects which can never 
paſs away nor fade! Hence we ſhould la- 
bour to ſecure an inheritance in thoſe re- 
gions where alone all is ſteadfaſt and per- 
manent, where reigns fullneſs of joy, and 
pleaſure forevermore. Time is ever on the 
wing. We are every moment drawing 
nearer and nearer to that eventful Criſis 
when all our connexions with this world 
ſhall be diſſolved, and we be mingled with 
our native duſt. Let us then employ the 
golden minutes well, arreſting them as it 
were in their flight, and ſanctifying them 
dy actions of piety and benevolence. Let 
us do nothing but what the Recording 
Angel of the Moſt-High may with plea- 


ſure 
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ſure minute down in that awful Book from 
which we are to be judged at the laſt deci- 
five day. Surely, we could not ſuffer our- 
ſelves to be fo deeply immerſed in terreſtrial | 
# gratifications did we properly reflect, that 
when the Period comes (as come it muſt 
to all) in which we ſhall ſtand trembling 
on the verge of Eternity, the world and all 
its allurements retiring faſt from our fight, 
nothing but the retroſpe& of a well-ſpent 
life will be able to adminiſter conſolation. 
Human ſupport ſhall fail; the boaſted ob- 
jects of our former confidence ſhall diſap- 
pear like an airy phantom, nothing but the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience ſurviving, 
nothing but that, and hope in heaven, able 
to ſuſtain the foul in the laſt agonies of 
ſinking nature. Behold! the term of our 
mortal exiſtence cloſes, and (alarming 
ſcene !) an immortal ſtate opens in full 
proſpect before us. Then, how will the 
ſplendor of terreſtrial glory fade! The 
crowns and ſceptres which have ſuch 
charms for mankind will be deemed be- 
neath our concern. They will then be 
n found 


found unſatisfactory and deſpicable toys, 
unable to retard the fatal moment, or to 
compoſe the tumults of the departing ſpirit. 
The queſtion then will be, What have 1 
done? How have I paſſed my time below? 
Have I with fidelity diſcharged my duty 
towards God and man? Am I qualified to 
appear before that ſolemn Tribunal to 
which I muſt ſo ſoon be cited? 


In this awful moment of perturbation 
and ſuſpence, happy he, whoſe conſcience 
all placid and ſetene, upbraids him not! 
Happy he, who humbly relying on the 
merits of his Redeemer, can ſay, Tis done! 
The ſeaſon of my probation is paſt, the 
bliſsful moment of retribution is arrived ! 
With pleaſure I reſign my body to the 
ground ('tis but uniting earth to earth, 
aſhes to aſhes, duſt to duſt), ſure as I am of 
a reſurrection to eternal Life, through my 
Saviour, who ſhall change my vile body 
into a reſemblance with his own glorious 
dody. But blefled beyond meaſure am I in 
nt able to e that iuto thy hands, O 
Father, 
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Fakes, I commend my ſpirit, I have | 
fought under the banners of my victorious 
Lord. The toil and danger is over. No- 
thing now remains but the recompenſe of 
my fidelity. Henceforth there is laid up 
for me an immortal Crown. 


„ the en en of 
the perſon who is thus prepared to meet 
the laſt tremendous enemy of man, can we 
avoid exclaiming, Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my laſt end be like bis. 
For this end let us maturely conſider the 
extenſive, the unbounded advantages which 
the incarnation of the Son of God, and his 
deſcent on earth at this ſeaſon, procured for 
us, and let the conſideration have its due 
influence on our life and manners. Let us 
joyfully embrace every occaſion of expreſſ- 
ing our gratitude for this admirable and 
unmerited beneficence, evincing the ſince- 
rity of Our attachment to our Maker by 


offices of charity towards his creatures, our 


alms aſcending together with our prayers 
before his Preſence; but, above all, let us 
U confirm 
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confirm and ſeal our piety by a conſtant 
participation of that heavenly | banquet 
which he has prepared for the refreſhment 
of the ſoul, running with ardor to the ce- 
lebration of thoſe holy and myſterious rites 
which he has inſtituted to perpetuate the 
remembrance of his love. By theſe means, 
when we have finiſhed © our pilgrimage 
through this land of trial and difappoint- 
ment, we ſhall be admitted to the regions 
of immortal bliſs, and mingle with the in- 
habitants of heaven; where we ſhall be 
indulged with the immenſe happineſs of 
hearing, through all eternity, the celeſtial 
barpers, the ſelect aſſembly with the name 
of the Father written on their foreheads, 
warble to their harps, in ſtrains of inexpreſ- 
ſible melody, that myſtic ſong * which no 
man can learn; thoſe triumphant choirs, 
whoſe ſupreme felicity conſiſts in laud- 
ing and magnifying that glorious name 
without intermiſſion for ever and ever! 


4 x, Revel. xiv. 3, N 


SERMON 


| ReveLAT1ONs i Il, 10. 


Be thoy faithful unto death, and I will give 85 
en 4 (owe of Life. 


Ils! is the addreſs of the Son 4 God 
| Himſelf. by the mouth of his Evan- 
git, to the church of Smyrna, in order 
to incite them to a devout and unremit- 
ting perſeverance in that path which by 
Divine Aſſiſtance they had been enabled to 
: tread. It appears by the context that they 
were to encounter with trials and oppreſ- 
a fions the days. of adverſity and ſevere 
_ "U-2 affliction 
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affliction were to ſpread their dreary gloom 
around them. Something therefore was 
neceflary, to inſpire them with ſuch a de- 
gree of confidence and fortitude as might 
keep them ſteady in the line of duty, and 
enable them to bid defiance to the, world 
and all its terrours. And what fo effec- 
tual in promoting this end, as the exhorta- 
tion and encouragement of Him, who, 
having overcome the world himſelf; was 
| beſt qualified for inſtructing others in the 
means of obtaining ſo important a victory? 
He tells them that ſufferings, impriſon- & 
ment; and tribulation, awaited them. But 
after this information, what is the conelu- 
ſion? A concluſion, indeed, well calculated 
to annihilate every fear, and calm every 
emotion, which the moſt errifying pro- 
ſpect of danger could create ! Be thou faith- 
7 unto | death, and 7 15 ow thee a Crown — 


Wn 


"ES 


| dal: far more ekteniiee ata circumfuſed 
is its fignification ; it being equally appli- 
Cable to o mankind 1 in i all ages and in all na- 


tions: 5 
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tions: and that. it Was ſo intended i is ob- 
vious from ſeveral. paſſages in the ſame 


chapter; to mention only a preceding 


verſe: To. him. that overcometh (whoever 
he be, whether Jew or Gentile) will T give 
to eat of | the Tree of . Life, which is in the 
mig US the Parad; 5 7 God. 


Here, wah bow: Aiftinguithed a. . luſtre 
does our Maker's goodneſs ſhine! Indeed, 


the whole tenour of his conduct towards 
man ſufficiently evinces how pleaſed he 


is to exerciſe his darling attribute; but 
this is an inſtance, in particular, of con- 


fummate love! Though he might have 


demanded at our hands, obedience. to is 
ſacred laws as our Creator, as the Creator 


and Proprietor of the univerſe, and though N 


all that we can do is utterly unworthy of 
the leaſt requital, yet he has not left us 
without a reward; but, on the contrary, 


has placed ſo vaſt a recompenſe before us, 


that were we beings of a far ſuperiour na- 
ture, we ſhould have abundant cauſe of 


gratitude and wonder; ; the prize which he 
ONES = 


rr a 
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has exhibited, to ſtimulate our endeavours, 
being nothing leſs than the Crown of Life 
itſelf, the Crown of Immortality and never- 
ending happineſs !  Circumſtanced as we 
at preſent are, ſurrounded on every fide 
with frailty and depravity, infinite indeed 
muſt be the diſproportion between our moſt 
meritorious actions (if they may be allowed 
that name) and ſo immenſe and glorious a 
reward! If the royal Pfalmiſt, only in con- 
ſideration of the exalted rank which man 
holds in the created ſyſtem, breaks out into 
this rapturous exclamation, What is man, 
| that thoa art mindful of him? how much 
greater reaſon for indulging this enthuſi- 
aſtic ſtrain, when we paint him to the aſto- 
niſhed imagination in full poſſeffion of that 
dignified and bliſsful ſtate which his Re- 
deemer has promiſed him in a future world! 
Thou haſt made bim a little lower than the 
angels (ſays the inſpired: writer), and hoſt 
crowned him with glory and honour. But 
beheld in this light, he becomes equal to 
the arg Is; the inheritance with which he 
is to be e being, like theirs; incor- 
; | ruptible, 
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ruptible, and the {ſpace of dern allign- 
ed him, like theirs, eternal. Such i is the 
| ineſtimable crown which our Lord has pro- 
poſed to us! And who would not wiſh to 
obtain it? But, in order to this end, we | 
muſt employ every effort to arrive at that 
elevated pitch of fidelity which he recom- 
mends ; we mult be faithful even to death. 
Let us then conſider. the nature of this 
great. and eſſential qualification. 


It implies an abſolute 8 on the 
divine promiſes, an immovable adherence 
to the precepts contained in the Oracles of 
God, and a total dedication of the heart Wy. 
his ſervice. The whole ring of Chriſtian 
virtues contains not a gem more brilliant 
and eſtimable than this faithful attachment 
to Him, whole bounty has communicated 
: all the bleſſings we enjoy, whoſe protec- 
| tion Rill overſhadows us with an almighty 
wing. But it is not enough barely to ſay 
that this virtue is not inferiour to any of 
the reſt; ſo limited a deſcription of its 


worth would not do it juſtice: we may ra- 
U J 


ther ſay that it comprehends and neceſſa- 
rily implies all the others. Tt is a copious 
effluence from the fountain of divine ex- 
cellence, Of unqueſtionable importance 
to our eternal intereſt, it is, at the ſame. 
time, the promoter of our temporal. It 
diffuſes an amiable ſerenity over the mind, 
a genuine chearfulneſs, which the trying 
occurrences of life attempt in vain to ruf- 
fle. Its ſunſhine, cloudleſs and permanent, 8 
beautifies the whole face of nature to our 
view, and, in particular, gilds the gloomy 
hour of diſtreſs with meridian luſtre. Hap- 
py is the man who feels its influence ! no 
accident ſhall depreſs, no danger diſmay 
him. Its ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and all its paths are peace. But with what 
lamentable conſequences is the deviation 
from thoſe bliſsful paths attended! What 
but this cauſe has overwhelmed the world 
we inhabit with a deluge of crimes and 
_ miſery? Had our firſt parents preſerved 
their allegiance to their Maker inviolate, | 
they would not have been diſmiſſed as ig- 


„ 28 K 


nominious exiles from the' happy ſhades of 
| _ Paradiſe 
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Paradiſe into a world full of viciifcdal and 
ſorrow—a world which formed the moſt 
perfect contraſt to the delightful manſion 
which they forfeited! Then too, alas! ne- 
ver had that curſe been entailed upon their 


offspring, the fatal effects of which they 


now ſo ſeverely feel! In ſhort, had they 
been, to the end, inviolably attached to 
their duty, inſtead of guilt and depravity, 


_ untainted innocence, and its inſeparable 


concomitant, happineſs, had been our own; 
inſtead of wandering bewildered through 
this region of care, with only a diſtant view 


of our Creator's glory, ſeeing through a 


glaſs darkly, we ſhould have repoſed in de- 
lightful tranquillity amidſt the bliſsful 


bowers of Paradiſe, and been favoured, in 


all probability, with an immediate ſurvey 
of his tranſcendent greatneſs, ſeeing him 
; face to face. If ſuch then is our loſs, if 
ſuch are the conſequences of diſſoyalty to 
Him, who has an unlimited claim to our 


- obedience, we ought to ſtart with horrour 
from it, as from a ſerpefit, which if we 


but touch, reſult wall be inevitable 
l miſery 
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5 miſery : on death. On the contrary, with 
what vigilance and aſſiduity ought we to 
cheriſh its amiable: contraſt, Fidelity! Let 
us. then endeavour to acquire it with un- 
ang care. | 


1 . W at firſt Kent, that this 
avaliighle acquiſition is to be made by en- 
tertaining that humiliating opinion of our- 
ſelves which we deſerve, and as adequate 
a ſenfe of the Divine Beneficence as frail 
humanity will permit. Let man conſider 
that even the High and Lofty One, who 
inhabiteth Eternity, | raiſed him from the 
at en him om mion o over the Wc of 
: orig He 1 him os bis anal. no- 
| thing, wenne to communicate to him au 
| N nd” onto a motive ! | "ung con- 
formable to our idea of the Divine Being! : 
Nor could he poſſibly have any other end. 
in view. The. advancement of his own 
glory or power it could not be. Could the 
_-adoration, 20A aud} defeCtive at beſt, of fo 
Vile inſgni- 
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infignificant a worm add luſtre to his great 
name — that name at which whole hoſts of 


angels bend in proſtrate reverence, and all 
the powers of darkneſs tremble! Know, 
ſon of arrogance and ſelf-ſufficiency, that 


tis impoſſible for thee, with all thy efforts, 


to aggrandize thy Creator's honour in the 
ſmalleſt __ 5 


And if his glory adrnits of no > crc 
ill leſs can his power or felicity receive an 
acceſſion from the feeble being of a day, 


the ſhadow of a ſhade, who brought no- 
thing into this world, and, it is certain, 
can carry nothing out ; from whom if his 
Creator but withdraw the beams of his 
countenance, his breath goeth forth, he re- 


turneth to his earth, in that very day his 


thoughts periſh ! If angels themſelves can 
bring no adyantage to the moſt mighty and 
moſt perfect of beings, how, alas, ſhould 
man! More reaſonably might he attempt 


to {ſwell the dimenſions of the ocean with f 
the ſlender contents of a rivulet, or to aug- 


ment the radiance of the ſun, amidſt his 


noon- 
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noon · day blaze, by the faint allitanos of 


24 ctaper's light. To him who conſiders the 


ſubject with the attention it deſerves, it 
muſt be evident, that he who introduced 
man into the univerſe could not propoſe to 
himſelf any ſelfiſh aim in fo doing. Could 
a Being, who but ſpeaks, and the everlaſt- 
ing mountains tremble, who with one al- 
mighty fiat reared the lofty vault of hea- 
ven, kindled there innumerable” ſtars and 
uns, and ſtill ſupplies them with an inex- 
Hauſtible fund of light; who can, with a 
fingle nod, create a thouſand worlds more 
beautiful more reſplendent far than this 


3 | | e we inhabit, who, in poſſeſſion of un- 
> bounded power, fills the whole circle of 


e it conſiſtent with rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe that this ſtupendous Being 


could expect to derive any benefit from a 


dependant creature, who cannot add one 
cubit to his ſtature, nor even make one hair 
of his head white or black, whoſe very na- 
ture is frailty and indigence itſelf, and 
whoſe whole exiſtence is but a ſpan? No! 
it could not be. The very thought wers 
i001 TT | "blaſphemy. . 


blaſphemy ! Twas Love alone which in- 
duced him to call forth his, creature into 
exiſtence, and 'tis Love alone which ſtill 
induces him to ſupport that exiſtence, and 
render it a bleſſing to its poſſeſſor. Thus 
1nveſted with Being in order to be inveſt- 
ed with happineſs, ſhall man perverſely de- 

viate from that line of action which his 
great benefactor has pointed out, eſpecially 
too when he requires nothing more than a 
ſteady perſeverance in it, as a return for his 
diſintereſted goodneſs ! Forbid 3 it, Reaſon,! 
forbid it, - Gratitude «, Cr 


: But! is bis; hes ann; in the” catalogue | 
of his bleſſings ? No: immenſe and won- 
derful as this is; yet others are to be found 

recorded there, below indeed in order, but 
far ſuperior in point of value and impor- 

tance. Did lie not raiſe us to a ſecond 
life? A deed ſtill more amazing, more re- 
plete with love, than his forming us out of | 
nothing! Glorious as the latter appears, 
yet what 1s it when ſet in competition with 
his giving up his only Son to the torments | 
VVV of 
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of the croſs, to languiſh out bis life in the 
midſt of unutterable agonies, in order to 
| reſtore fallen man to that | bliſs which, by 
his diſobedience, he had juſtly forfeited, and 
to fave him from that emphaſis of miſery 
which muſt inevitably have enſued. Ves! 
plunged as we lay in the loweſt abyſs of 
deſpair, objects only of eternal vengeance, 
irrecoverably loſt in all appearance, yet di- 
vine merey interpoſed ; the horrors of in- 
fernal darkneſs which were pouring like a 
deluge around us, fled at the approach of 
its awful light, like elouds before the 
morning ray, aud we emerged in a mo- 
ment from everlaſting death: to everlaſting - 
Hie? . bie ble 


; 1 a0 * even > than: bis 33 : 
Son! Did he facrifice the Beloved of his 
boſom to the welfare and happineſs of his 
. "AY creatures! He did! 
#4T, ruth 2 n 5 ere bold to think 
Inne, 


Ve not for bolder fil to dibelive. R 


* Young $ Night-Thoughts. 5 
ere 
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Here then what a call for unbounded ac- 
knowledgment and adoration! And can we 
be deficient in allegiance to ſo indulgent a 
Sovereign, whoſe authority and imperial 
ſway are loſt im the depth of his paternal 
- goodneſs! Let this ſtriking view of the 
Deity frequently occupy our minds: and 
if, all forcible and intereſting as it is, it 
cannot inſpire that habit of fidelity which 
our Redeemer has ſo often inculcated, what 
can vve expect to be more effectual! If ſome | 
earthly being, actuated ſolely by the bene · 
volent principle of doing good, ſhould reſ- 
cue his brother from the jaws of penury 
and wretchedneſs, and confer upon him 
riches, honours, and, in ſhort, every thing 25 
which we deem eſſential to felicity, ſhould 
we not think him entitled to every return 
which the moſt animated gratitude | can 
beſtow'? Should we not think it incum- 
bent on the object of his kindneſs to re- 
. linquiſh every thing that he poſlefles, even 
life itſelf, rather than deviate from his fide- 
lity, and diſown an attachment to his be- 
nefactor's intereſt ? And ſhould he, forget- 
2 ful 
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ful of the numerous e which he 
lies under, proye faithleſs, and deſert him, 
from mere wantonneſs, in how deteſtable 
a light would his conduct appear! Surely 
ſuch a violation of the laws of gratitude 
would brand his name with indelible diſ- 
grace and infamy. What ignomy then, 
what abhorrence muſt he deſerve, who 
tutns- rebel to FO Creator, one; who. has 
conferred upon him obligations infinitely 
ſuperiour! Such are the bleſſings which he 
has laviſhed upon us, that though the lip 
never ſhould ceaſe to breathe the hymn of 
praiſe, though the heart never ſhould ceaſe 
to beat with all the fervor of devout af- 
fection, 1 in ſhort, were all our faculties, and 
the longeſt term of exiſtence allotted to 
mankind ſolely devoted to his ſervice, ſtill 
we ſhould be incapable. of making the 
| ſmalleſt return. What puniſhment then 
can be accounted too rigorous for him who 
revolts from ſo beneficent and affectionate 
2 Parran < 3 x 


But 
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But e as we are to the 1 


- 41241 


; of that immenſe” arrear which the riches 
of the Divine Benignity have heaped upon 


us, Reaſon itſelf informs us that it is our 


duty to attempt it, and to expreſs our gra- 
titude to the utmoſt of our power. In ad- 
dition to this, a far more infallible voice 


has declared, that the effort, however 


mean, if ſincere, will be acceptable in the 


eyes of heaven. We are injoined to tread 5 
in the footſteps of the faithful man. In 
| order to ſtimulate us to this imitation, let 


us take a view of his condition. | How 
HIS. and amiable a Picture does it ex- 


J Tſe © .. 


J 


1 RY, bs thy lot 15 any 13 


balls. ſurely he poſſeſſes it. Whatever 
incidents he meets with in his journey 


through life, he ſtill, preſerves that even- 


neſs, that ſerenity of temper, which ſo 


_ eminently. diſtinguiſh | him above all others. 
For how can wealth, or power, or honour, 


elevate a mind that looks beyond! the nar- 
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row limits of time and place to objects in- 
| finitely fairer and more delightful than all 
the pageantry and pomp fo fondly adinlired 
below ? Or how can adverſity diſpirit him 
WhO knows that it is nothing but a pre- 
lude to enjoyments which ſurpaſs the lof- 
tieſt fights of human conception, and only 
ſent to quicken his relifh of that unbound 
ed and immortal bliſs deſtined for his fu- 
ture inheritance? Should he be required 
to part with any blefling, he ſubmits with- 
out a murmur, well-knowing whoſe" it 18, 
_ and' how little himſelf deferved it. Does 
| Perſecution affail him with 1 its terrors? Is 
he commanded to violate his attachment 
to his Lord and Saviour? He never will 
comply. No; rather than this, he pines 
m lingering agonies upon the rack, or 
ruſhes undaunted into the middle of the 
flames, his towering imagmation all on 
fire with the behaviour of the glorious train 
of ſaints and martyrs, who have nobly 
dared defy the moſt horrid torments that 
eruelty could invent, for the fake of the 
Lamb that was ſlain on their account— 
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Jelus, their Redeerticr and their God! i He 


anticipates with extaſy tlie moment when, 
all his ſufferings paſt, he ſhall reteive the 5 
crown of life, and ſhine like the ſtars for 3 
ever ald ever! His ſoul already, with en- 
thuſiaftic atdor, Has winged its flight above 
Tun, and moon, and ſtars, and expatiates at 
large in the regions of everlaſting day, 
the heiveh of heavens itſelf. At the 
beig ht of his agonies, he Jocks dowii with 
| pity on bis ihhuman perfecutors, and cries 
out in the gentle language of his Saviout; 
Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do. Behold him ſmiling eben 
in the panngs of death, and exclaiming with 
- of undtterable triomph, C O Death! 
obere i is thy fling? ? 0 Grave ! ' where j is Ty 
| vietory A 
What weit tecaains for us br b to fol- 
low his ilfoſtrious example ? Let us prove ; 
5 ourſelves like him faithful even to death, ö 
and then like him {Fall we obtain | the 
crown of life. Would we win the im- 
mortal Prize, we muſt run the race ap- 
| ay pointed 


35 s E R M 0 N XII. 


pointed us with. indefatigable zeal. and un- 
relaxing induſtry, nor once ſuffer ourſelves 
to be tempted from our path by - the gol- 
den baits of Pleaſure and F olly. Such i 1s 
the ſovereign will of Him, . who never re- 
quires more at our hands than we are able 
to perform. Shall we earneſtly. contend 
for a corruptible crown, and ſupinely lin- 
ger in the purſuit of an imperiſhable one? 
No); let us preſs onwards with ardour to 
the heavenly. goal, and trample down, with 
invincible reſolution, | every obſtacle which 
the powers of darkneſs may throw acroſs 
our way. How great and glorious a re- 

ward awaits us! not a few fading laurels, 
not thoſe mean triumphal wreaths which 
crown the brows of conquerors on earth, 
but thoſe never-dying palms which en- 

cirele the heads of the angelic train, and 
coronets of ever radiant lieht! We hall 
be united to that happy multitude on bigh, 5 
8 which. 10 man can number,, of. all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and langs es, whi ch 
ſtand before. the T, hrone, and before. the Lamb, 
 cloathed with white rober, and more reſplen- 


* 
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dent than the morning ſtar. Eternity 
ſhall open wide her dazzling portals to 
receive us, and manſions of immortal bliſs 


be e us in bn Par adiſe of God's ! 


This retompence in view, whe are all 
the evils and afflictions incident to morta- 
lity ! How trivial and inſignificant do they 
appear! Set in contraſt. with this bright 
and glorious object, they melt away in air, 
and diſappear like an empty phantom, or 
ghaſtly viſion of the night. What loſs 
ought to depreſs or diſturb. the minds of 
thoſe, whoſe hope is full of Immortality? 
Rather let them undergo joyfully the pri- 
vation of their poſſeſſions, explicitly aſſured 
as they are, that they have in heaven a far 
better, a more enduring ſubſtance, and 
everlaſting habitations abounding with en- 
joyments tranſcending even conception! 
Thus circumſtanced, were our loſſes and 
ſufferings even greater than thoſe of Job 
himſelf, we ſhould, like him, baniſh every 
deſponding thought far from our boſoms, 
and exclaim with that holy man, in all 

5 Ss the 
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the fervor of pious confidence, I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand 
at the latter day upon the earth. And 
though after my ſkin worms diſtrey this body, 
Jet in my fleſh ſhall I free God. Is it the 
Will of heaven that we ſhould reſign all 
that we hold deareſt on earth, and do we 
pertinaciouſly reſiſt it, or reluctantly com- 
ply? Turn to the ſacred pages, and behold 
the faithful Patriarch withholding not his 
ſon, his only ſon, but preparing to make 
the dreadful - ſacrifice, Stimulated by his 
example, ſurrender up whatever Providence 
demands, not only with ſubmiſſive ac- 
quieſcence, but with becoming fortitude. 
But alas, frail Humanity, how incompe- 
tent art thou for this purpoſe without con- 
ſtantly imploring the Spirit of holineſs and 
love to vouchſafe his aft ſtance! This 
courſe of fervent but humble ſolicitation, 
in concurrence with our own endeavours, 
ſhall give us hopes of being introduced 
through the mediation of a Saviour, into 

thoſe ever bleſſed abodes which he has 
given his ſeryants full aſſurance of inhe- 
5 ritin 85 


* 


s E R M ON XI. zi 
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riting; there to join in his and thy preſence, 
O Father! with angels and archangels, 
and all the company of heaven, to laud 
and magnify thy glorious name. There- 
fore to Thee, together with the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is for ever 
due, &c. 
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He 6 1 forth like a flower, and is cut 


_ down; 3 be flecth a alſo as a e and 


. : coufinueth nat. 


14 . . 


1 that Philip, king of Macedon, ordered 
one of his attendants to accoſt him every 

morning with theſe words, King, thou art 
mortal, This memento was indeed well 
calculated to anſwer the purpoſe for which 
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314 S E R,M ON XIII. 
it was deſigned. While it prevented him 
from loſing ſight af his end, it was an ex- 
pedient of ſufficient efficacy to fortify his 
bean apainitt che power of thoſe benitch- 
ing pleaſures to which Royalty is pecu- 
larly _ and to ſoften what was fe- 
rociqus, and remove what was ſupereilious 
in his 3 BEE (hey; bs mor- 
tals, to the meaneſt of whom he conſider- 
ed himſelf by theſe means as ſuperior in 
nothing but a few caſual external diſtinc- 
tions and nominal honours, which were 
not the reward of any merit of his own. 


It is much to be wiſhed that ſuch a prac- 


rice, .or ſomething ſimilar to it, were adopt- 
end at preſent ; for it is certain that there 

vir thoſe among wankind (and they not a 
few) who ſtand in need of ſych a daily 

monitor. They live in this world as if 
they were never ta relinquiſh it, and make 
vr the ole: buſineſs of their lives to forget 

that important moment which qught to 
rance, fince it may arrive before the dawn- 
ing of another ſun, nay, may ſurprize 
E „ them 
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chem before another moment is expired ; 1 
for man cometh forth like a flower, ang. is 
cut down ; he fleeth as @ ſhadow; and can; 
tinueth not. Profoundly immerſed in ſe- 
cular concerns, this momentous truth 
makes no impreſſion on their callous hearts. 
Vet how futile and empty their purſuits! | 
While ſome are intent on the chace of 
wealth and grandeur, ower and ambition 
delude the view of others with dazzling 
proſe, aud invite them to contend for 
a prize, which, when obtained, proves 
4 unſatisfactory, and unable to confer that 
happineſs which it promiſed. How ab- 
furd then to enliſt under their banners! 
Here Intereſt, imperious tyrant of the breaſt, 
with arbitrary call ſummons to his throne, 
and claims unbounded homage. There 
Pleaſure, captivating Syren, pleads with 
ſeducing eloquence, and ftrows her flowers 
around. What multitudes, bending at 
her ſhrine, profeſs. themſelves her zealous 
votaries, afid ſacrifice to her dictates every 
conſideration of fortune, fame, and true 
 felicity | Like irrational animals hurried 


on 
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on by natural impulſe, they revel ini the 
luxuries of ſenſe, and, by theif abject aims, 
degrade the dignity of their nature. Polly 
is laviſh of Her blandiſhmetits and ſmiles; 
they ruſh with open eyes into the ſnare} 
and are undone. Ah, what fatal delirium 
has "intoxicated their underftandings, and 
prevented them from conſidering their dan- 
ger! How neceſſary to repeat in the ears 
of ſuch this ſalutary memento, Vou are 
mortal, remember your latter end, and ye 


cannot be deficient in your duty.— his 


advice is no leſs eſtimable than compen- 
dious; it preſents us in a few words with 
a full and infallible directory of living well, 
and did we but attend t6' it, would not 
only guide us to immortal bliſs, but alſo, 
1n our preſent ſtate, diffaſe over our minds 
that happy ſerenity which can fall to the 
lot of the virtuous only, and is infinitely 
more defirable than the tumultuous and 
ſhort-lived pleaſures of the en and 
thoughtleſs, amy ENTS. 


4 2 14. S #3 „ # - 
* 1 0 i : 4 
* z 44 4 l | 4 0 
* — *; $4 | my * a @ * i 28 4 
* e 
I | 


SERMON m. gy 


wn 0 popular e _ the bos 
palm of fame the object of thy wiſhes ? 
When ſtretched out all feeble and reſtleſs 
on the bed of pain, and the chilling damp, 
ſure preſage of thy approaching diſſolution, 
is gathering faſt upon thy brow, how tran- 
ſient a bubble, how chimerical an illuſion 
will it be found! Wouldſt thou perpe- 
tuate thy name, attempt it not by the . 
oſtentatious diſſipation of thy riches, and 
by ſplendid monuments of art; but by 
| compaſſionately redreſſing the wants of thy 
fellow - creatures, and invariably devoting . 
thyſelf to the ſervice of thy Creator: for 
remember that another ſtate is to ſucceed 
the preſent, that although thy body may 
ſleep torpid and motionleſs in the grave, a 


1 


time will come when the thundering ſum- 


mons of the great Archangel's trump ſhall 
| re. -animate the breathleſs maſs, and rouſe 
It; from its dark repoſitory, to experience a 
duration coeyal with Eternity | ! Let thy 
life! in the mean time be one continued ſe- 
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ries of ec piety and extenſive, cha- ES 
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rity Thus ſhalt thou be mentioned by 
poſterity with enthufiaſtic gratitude and 
admiration ; or if not (as human praiſe is 


 pfeca riou 18) thy mor” is in heaven, and thy 
record « on 8b. 2 1 


Conſtant Abele proclaims, what a 
7 Hecting v be ner What a 1 * the term of 
age, fiys the Pſalmiſt, are e years 
| and len: and though men be Nh Along that | 
they come 15 fourſtore years, yet is their 
Arengtb then but labour and forrow : ſo ſoon 
: paſeth it away, and we are gone! Sooner 
or later, all muſt « enter thoſe unknown re- 
95 gions whence there 1 is no return. The old 
and the young, the coward and the brave, 
| the ignorant and the wiſe, the opulent and | 
the poor, muſt all yield alike to the inc- 
vitable blow, and be hurled to the gloomy b 
manſions of the grave! A few years more, 
and all the pride of nature, together with 
| „ the embelliſhments of art, ſhall be level- 
led to the duſt in one  undiſtinguiſhed : ruin 
Tn n the mig of life we are in —— 
back 
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back on former ages. Whit 3 is now! be⸗ 
come of all that was once ſo flouriſhing 
and fair ! Where are the boaſts of ambi- 


tion and the triumphs of the great! That 


Alexander who wept at not having more 
worlds to conquer, the Ceſars, the Pom - 


peys, and all the mighty names which 


have been tranſmitted down from age to 
age with ſo much parade and glory, where 


are they now! What remains of thoſe 


celebrated heroes who cartied victory and 
terror wherever they came! whole aſj ſpiring 
hopes could not be confined within the 
narrow compaſs of a world! Alas! they 


are now crowded within ſcantier limits. 
The grave unites them all ! within theſe 
contrafted boundaries lie blended together 
in one common maſs the ſubduer and the 
| ſubdued! there the wicked ceaſe from 


troubling, and the weary ate at reſt. Death 
bas pronounced the irrevbcable mandate, 5 
Hitherto ſhall ye bo, afid no father; ate 
here ſhall the proud tide of You! conqueſts 


be ſtayed. He ſtopped cheft glory ort in 


its rapid career, aud their bot defigus ant 


formidable 
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mhle ſchemes Ae into ſmoke + 
5 hey * 7 * forever ! 

Thus wo tall, a a all thoſe va 
338 for power, thoſe important 
intereſts and conteſts which now ſo much 
engage and diſtract mankind. The laurels 
and the trophies of conquerors cannot 
tempt the gloomy tyrant to delay the fa- 
tal blow, nor all the wealth and pageantry 
of the proud obtain one ſupernumerary 
moment. He gives the awful ſummons, 
and Op damen reſiſtance 1 is vain. 

At this 3 1 os monarch will 
find but little conſolation 1 in the glittering 
| enſigns of royalty, and in the reverence 
Paid him by his attendants. | | How fling 


oa} Fes and the e diadem He 
finds by ſad Experience. that theſe cannot 
purchaſe one gaſp of breath, or calm the 
tumults of the dying hour. Then folly 
drops the A. and the world appears in 

The adulation of cour- 
dies, 
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tiers, and the fawning ſubmiſſion of para- 
fites are rejected with the diſdain which 
they deſerve, as utterly unable to procure 
his agonies a moment's intermiſſion. The 
officious ſervices of friends and relatives 
are vain. His ſenſes fail, his ſpirits droop, 
and his limbs refuſe their wonted office. 
Darkneſs involves his ſwimming eyes. If 
his former triumphs and martial atchieve- 
ments chance to glide before his fancy, 
their luſtre is tarniſhed, and their laurels 
withered : his boaſted dignity and renown 
take their flight like a morning exhalation. 
Death advances before him with a peremp- 
tory and triumphant air, and, like the 
voice which once ſounded from above in 
the ears of the Chaldean monarch, cries, 
Thy kingdom is torn from thee. What 
can he do? Ah! whither can he fly! what 
can yield him a refuge from the fatal dart! 
It is not in his power to withſtand the 
blow, he droops his head, he lauguiſhes— 
he dies. Is this the demi-god who exacted 
little leſs than adoration from his vaſſalsy 
at whoſe imperial nod obſequious thou- 
e ſands 
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| | ſands trembled and bowed down ! What 


now avails his former greatneſs? Where 
are his glorious proſpects and ſplendid en- 
. terprizes ? He and his vaunted projects pe- 


riſh together in the ſame moment, and are 
found no more! 


Here how peculiarly worthy of our at- 
tention is the relation which Hiſtory gives 


e eee, the ſultan Saladin in his 


| laſt moments! It tells us that, being on 
his death- bed at Damaſcus, he ordered his 
winding · ſheet to be carried through every 
ſtreet of the city; a cryer preceding it, and 
proclaiming aloud, This is all that remains 
to the mighty Saladin, the conqueror of 
the Eaſt !—How ſtriking a leſſon of mor- 
tality does this afford! It ſets before us in 
the ſtrongeſt light the inſufficiency and 
vanity of worldly grandeur. 7 


Is this n portrait mortifying 
to thoſe chimerical ideas of ſelf-· importance 
with which your fancy flatters itſelf, ye 
ſons of pride? ? Yes, thoſe bodies on which 


ye. 
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ye beſtow ſuch a profuſion of ornaments, 
and which ye cheriſh with ſuch aſſiduous 
care, ſhall lie down ſtript of their ſumptu- 
ous covering in the cold damp grave, and 
be blended with common duſt! The vo- 
racious worm ſhall feed upon them, and 
no memorial of your priſtine conſequence 
remain; your very name ſhall be un- 
known ! What though the lofty plume 
nods in fable majeſty over your hearſe, 
and your relics are committed to the ground 
with every poſſible mark of reſpect; what 
though ſurviving friends erect the gorge- 
ous ſepulchre to your memory, and the 
expreſſive marble emulates your appear- 
ance ſo exquiſitely that it ſeems to breathe ? 
Theſe are but poor diſtinctions. Can theſe 
ſweeten the long, long ſleep of death, or 
preſerve your lifeleſs limbs one moment 
from decay ? The limbs of the peaſant and 
the beggar ſhall moulder no faſter than 
yours; their ſleep ſhall be as ſound and 
tranquil in their unornamented turfy bed, 
as under the glittering arch of the moſt 
ſuperb Mauſoleum. The ſame ſolemn 
SE Vw, 


rites ſhall be adminiſtered at their obſe- 
quies as at yours, and your native incon- 
- ſequence be conciſely ſummed up in theſe 
humiliating and emphatic words, earth 10 


earth, aſhes to aſhes, duſt to duſt. 


And thou too, Beauty, conſider in what 
a deſtiny all thy triumphs muſt terminate ! 
Frequent the ſilent manſions of the dead, 
and attend the lecture of the tomb. What 
does vonder grave · ſtone ſay? How elo- 
quently, how pathetically does it ſpeak ! It 
tells thee that it holds the remains of what 
was lately vigorous and blooming. Ah! 
what are the remains? An unlovely mals 
of putrid earth! But hark l the powerful 
monitor ſays to thee, or ſeems to ſay, pre- 
pare for a ſimilar doom.“ And muſt that 
form where ſymmetry and elegance are ſo 
conſpicuous, be enveloped in an ande 

ſhroud, and conſigned to the ground, t 
moulder away and periſn! Muſt that . 
vet cheek which outbluſhes the morning 
roſe, fade like that roſe, and be ſhriveled 
VP: into deformity 3 ; and that dewy lp, 
which 
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which breathes nothing but ſweetneſs, pu- 


trefy and become loathſome! Muſt the ra- 


diance of thoſe eyes which ſparkle with 
intelligence and vivacity, which dart life 
and joy wherever they ſhine, be extinguiſh- 
ed in everlaſting night! Ah, mournful ſpec- 


tacle, hideous metamorphoſis ! That frame 
ſo fair, ſo juſtly admired, whoſe every mo- 


tion is activity and grace, ſhall be con- 


verted into an unconſcious impaſſive lump 


of clay, and become a prey to corroſive 
_ reptiles! O Death, how doſt thou inſult 


the vaunted but viſionary accompliſhments 5 


of e 


91 The . of the vale of death wears 
a melancholy and diſmal aſpect at firſt 


ſight, But. however gloomy it appears, 


tis in thy power, O Religion, to alter and 


enliven the ſcene. Whatever ſhades and 


darkneſs hang over it, thou canſt effectual- 
ly diſpel them all, and open beyond it ten 
thouſand dazzling proſpects far ſuperior to 
thoſe beauties which exiſt in the luxu riant 
imagination of the moſt viſionary and ani- 
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mated fabuliſt! At thy appearance every 
huorror vaniſhes in a moment, and the wide 
unbounded proſpect is all ſerene and in- 
chanting! The king of terrors drops his 
invenomed ſhaft, and with benignant 
ſmiles points upwards to the regions of 
everlaſting day. Oh, were the votary of 
wealth and ambition, thoſe faſcinating 
idols, but once conſcious of the more re- 
fined, the far ſuperior pleaſures which at- 
tend on thy dominion over the heart, 
would he then laviſh his incenſe at their 
unhallowed ſhrines? Ah, no! Thou would'ſt 
be the ſole object of his homage. With 

what rapture would he contemplate thy 
celeſtial charms! with what enthuſiaſtic 
ſincerity confeſs thy power! His defires, 
his thoughts, would all concentre in Thee 
alone, and he be unalterably thine for 
ever! Under thy influence; the ſoul of the 


good man, when languiſhing on a dying 


| bed; makes towering excurſions through 
_ thoſe charming worlds on high, where 
_ pleaſure triumphs without end, and Joys 

arc ſhowered on Joys in inexhauſtible pro- 
fuſion. 


„„ . 
fuſion. Tis thine with more than hu— 
man force to ſupport his ſpirit in the tre- 
mendous ſtruggle, and ſooth the laſt ago- 

nies of ſinking nature. Though the duſt 
is ſoon to mingle with congenial duſt, he 
is far from being diſmayed or dejected; he 
knows that he ſhall be introduced into the 
angelic aſſembly, and enjoy through all 
eternity a bliſsful intercourſe with the 
brighteſt inhabitants of heaven. 


Thus the ſaints and martyrs of old re- 
ſigned their breath. They faced the laſt 
| foe with the moſt amazing compoſure and 
| intrepidity. The hiſtory of the Fathers 

abounds with inſtances of this heroic piety. 
How admirable is the behaviour of theſe 
men in their laſt moments, how proper for 
our contemplation ! The ſacred volumes 
in particular afford many great examples of 
this nature. View Jacob ſtretched upon 
his dying bed. With what tranquillity 
of mind, and holy reſignation, does the ve- 
nerable patriarch call his ſons together, to 
pronounce his laſt mournful benediction! 


Tx Behold 
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Behold David at this ſolemn criſis. With 
what pious confidence in that almighty 
clemency which had protected him all the 
days of his life, dees he deliver his dying 
charge to Solomon ! Thou Solomon, my ſon 
(ſays he), know thou the God of thy fathers, 
and ſerve him with a perfect heart, and with 
a willing mind: for he ſearcheth all hearts, 
and underflandeth all the thoughts. If thou 
feek him, he, awill be found of thee z but if 
thou forſake him, he will cafl thee off for 
ever, How worthy is this excellent admo- 
nition of being treaſured up in every me- 
mory, and impreſſed on every heart! 


St. Stephen too preſents us with a bright 
pattern of devout magnanimity and invin- 
cible conſtancy. In the midſt of the moſt 
bitter ſufferings, he defied his inhuman 
perſecutors, and fixing his eye ſteadfaſtly 
” : of heaven, faw the celeſtial glories beam- 
ing full upon him. Behold (fays he, with 
extaſy too great to be expreſſed) I ſee the 
heavens opened, and the Son of man flanding 
at the EET band 4 God! Then kneeling 


dow n, 
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down, and imploring his beloved Redeemer 
not to impute the fin of his murder to his 
diabolical adverſaries, nobly emulating the 
example of his great maſter in praying for 
thoſe who deprived him of life, he com- 
mended his ſpirit into the arms of his God, 
and caſting on the execrable crew a look 
of pity and forgiveneſs, died died with. 
ſuch a divine ſerenity of countenance, ſuch 
a placid ſubmiſſion and heavenly calmneſs. 


of heart, that he ſeemed only linking into 
a gentle ſleep! ! 


Who can contemplate St. Paul's refig- 
nation to the will of heaven, and his re- 
liance on the divine goodneſs, without the 
molt exalted pleaſure, and a deſire to at- 
tain ſo eminent a degree of holy compoſure 
and magnanimity ? He looks forward on 
death with the moſt chearful complacency, 
and cries, I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
Jought a good fight, 1 have finiſhed my courſe. . 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown 
of OO 

With 


3 
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With 3 to the genuine piety and 5 


cell heroiſm exhibited in the conduct 


of theſe admirable perſonages, we may ſay 
with the Son of Sirach, that the memorial 


of it 1s immortal, becauſe it is known with 


God and with men. When it is preſent, men 


tate example at it; and when it is gone, they 


defire it: it Wears a never-fading crown, 


and triumphs for ever. In the fight of the 


unwiſe they ſeemed to die, and their departure 


i taken for utter deftruttion 3 3 but they are 
in | cams 


| Next to meta] bliſs, it is the daun | 


faliciry - that heaven can beſtow, to quit 
this mortal ſtage 1 in ſo graceful and trium- 
phant a manner. It reflects the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed luſtre on human nature, and 


crowns it with the higheſt honours. Who 


but would wiſh to make his exit, and bid 
adieu to the world with ſo much real dig- 
| nity? Let us then apply to Revelation for 
inſtructions, and commit ourſelves ſolely 


to its aner, This great aſſiſtant ſhall 
conduct 


3 
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conduct us through ſafe and happy ways 
to realms of undecaying life and everlaſting 
felicity. This is the medicinal and never- 
failing fountain whence, in rich profuſion, 
ſtreams of bliſs and heavenly comfort flow. 
Here we meet with a balm for every 
wound; pain, and grief, and anguiſh, take 
their flight: every with is gratified, and 
every want ſupplied. Seen through the 
clear and infallible medium of the Divine 
Oracles, temporal pains and pleaſures di- 
miniſh more and more every moment, 
till they are totally annihilated ; an Eter- 
nity of bliſs abſorbs them all. Here we 
| behold Life and Immortality completely 
brought to light, and offered to the whole 
world without exception or reſerve. Theſe 
ineſtimable books were given by heaven in 
mercy to man, in order to. baniſh the cha- 
grin and anxiety of this mortal ſtate, but 
in particular to qualify him for a better. 
They may juſtly be denominated the uni- 
verſal guide and comforter, as they con- 
tain precepts applicable to every age and 
fituation of life, and remedies ſuited to the 
EE 4 —_—_ 
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moſt fatal of all maladies, thoſe of the 
ſoul, in their whole extent, and from their 
earlieſt ſtage to their utmoſt height, 


Jo prevent every immoderate attach- 
ment to the world, with how peculiar an 
emphaſis do they inform us, that all muſt 
die, that our days are but as graſs, and 
we flouriſh like a flower of the field, which, 
as ſoon as the wind paſſes over it, is gone, 
and the place where it grew knows it no 
more! Shall this information be afforded 
us in vain? Go thou who art in the prime 
of youth and vigour, go—weep and profit 
at the tomb of thoſe who have been crop- 
ped off by the hand of death in their early 
bloom, —meditate a few moments on that 
period when thou ſhalt be ſummoned to 
return to thy native duſt. Tis at once 
thy duty and thy benefit to conſider it 
ſeriouſly: for want of this what numbers 
are undone ! Viſit the abodes of ſickneſs 
and decay, and while thoſe affecting images 
of mortality fill thee with ſorrow for the 
| i 5 fate 
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fate of others, let them impreſs thy oun 
end on thy remembrance. 


. Art thou alarmed at the idea of thy dife 
ſolution ? Does Death appear terrible ? The 
ing of death is fin, ſays the Apoſtle. But 
the ſacred Writings difcover the means of 
eradicating this ſting, and of converting 
the laſt enemy of man into an. amiable 
and engaging friend. They tell thee that 
thou haſt an advocate with the Father, one 
who is the Propitiation for thy ſins, thy 


powerful interceſſor with the moſt High, 
and that after having, with duteous rever- 
ence, and ſincere conformity to his pre- 
cepts, completed the ſhort term of thy pro- 
bation on earth, thou ſhalt be admitted 
into the heavenly Jeruſalem, and among 
an innumerable company of angels, to en- 
joy with them the bliſsful viſion of eternal 


excellence for ever! 


Eternal praiſes then to that all- gracious 


Power, who, through Jeſus Chriſt, has 
given us hee victory over our formidable 


0 11 | foe, 
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doe, and irradiated with light divine the 
diſmal path which leads to his deſolate do- 
minions ! Can this be death ! how chang- 
ed! No longer now. the frowning inflexi- 
ble tyrant, he throws aſide his pointed 
dart; no longer a meagre ſkeleton, en- 
vironed with a band of terrors, he wears 
an angel's form, and with an angel's voice 
proclaims, that he is come to releaſe us 
from our carthly priſon, and to convey us 
to the manſions of eternal liberty, the na- 
tive realms of love and joy! All the graces 
of heaven form his retinue, in conjunction 
with delights which no language can de- 
ſeribe, no towering intellect conceive! 
Celeſtial harmony breathes around. Hark! 
louder and louder ſtill in exquiſite grada- 
tion the charming chorus ſwells on Faith's 
enraptured ear! Seraphic harps, in the 
fineſt ſtrains of Paradiſe, invite us to thoſe 
ever-blooming groves where flouriſnes the 
Tree of life through all eternity, and bid 
us prepare for the amaranthine wreath | 
which cherubs cull from the bowers of 
light to decorate the heads of thoſe who, 
— 5 8 
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| like pious Enoch, walk with God in the 


midſt of their intercourſe with men, and 


whole ſovereign. object is the favour of 


heaven! 


Bliſsful effects of Redeeming L Love! But 


why ſuch a profuſion of goodneſs to man! 


Has he deſerved it? What is man that 25 
the Moſt High ſhould remember him, and 


from the heights of his power and majeſty 


condeſcend to ſhower down ſuch ſtupen- b 
dous favours upon him! Ye angels, tune 
your golden harps to the omnipotent Crea- 
tor's praiſe, and magnify his glorious name! 
Cherubim and Seraphim, all ye ſons of 


light, ye ſhining principalities and powers 


on high, celebrate in your ſublimeſt ſtrains - 


the clemency of the Father, the compaſſion 
of the Son, and ſing the wonders of re- 


deeming love! We too here on earth will 
call forth our beſt, though imperfect ef- 

forts, raiſe our grateful voices with emu- 
lative ardor, and join with you in the ce- 


leſtial ſong! But we ſhall celebrate the di- 
vine benignity in loftier e hymns 


melodious 
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Awlodibud and fabio as yours, when, 
after having well performed our part be- 
low, we are admitted to your radiant choir, 
and mingle with vou in the dazzlin, 
limes above, the regions of unclouded licht 

and inconcavable weaned (9? 


With this addin dees before us, 
"On mean and contemptible does ſublu- 
nary excellence appear! There is nothing 
here which deſerves the name of joy. The 
glittering phantoms: of a moment charm 
no more; they fly away like an airy dream, | 
and no trace of them is found. The ſplen- 
dor of mortal glory i is eclipſed, all the mag- 
nificence of nature is effaced, and the whole 
world . to e þ in our view. 


No IR chen » afraid of f death, but 
rn him as the conductor to ever- 
Taſting joy. Surrounded as we are with 
- vanities and cares, his arrival ought to be 
no leſs grateful to us than the approach 
of Jubilee to the expecting ſlave. Let us 
properly fill up the interval, preſerving in 

e — old 


FCC 
all circumſtances a conſcience equally im- 
maculate and void of offence, and our exit 
muſt be happy. Beloved, ſays St. John, 
if our heart condemn us not, then have we 
confidence towards God: and if our heart” 
condemn us, God is greater than our heart, 
and knoweth all things. What a powerful 
antidote to deſpondency is here afforded us! 
Have we through inadvertency, ſurprize, 
or even wilful depravity, been guilty of 
errors? Let us with all imaginable dili- 
gence ſet about repairing them, and endea- 
vour to atone for paſt improprieties by an 
 irreproachable life in future. Let all our 
actions be regulated by an invariable ad- 
herence to our Redeemer's precepts, and by 
| a conſtant regard to that immutable ftate, 
on which, we know not how ſoon, we 
muſt all enter. If ſuch be the progreſs 
and continuance of our conduct, our end 
will certainly be pleaſantneſs and peace. 
But whatever we intend to do by way of 
expiating former follies, it is neceſſary to 
do immediately, ſince this night, and long 
before, our fouls may be required of us, 

ps and 
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and there is no work, nor device, nor knows 
' ledge, inthe grave; the ſeaſon of probation 


zs over, the ſcene is ſhut, and all poſſibi- 


lity of repentance excluded for ever, As 
the tree falls, ſo muſt it lie; eternal hap- 
pineſs or miſery is our unalterable doom. 
But let the alarming ſummons come when 
they will, if we are conſcious of having 
diſcharged our duty like faithful ſervants, 
and of having aſſiduouſſy ſtudied to gain 
the approbation of heaven alone, we may 
ſmile on death, and regard it but as the 

prelude to immortal life and joy. Does it 
appear to the vicious a gloomy and pain- 

ful paſſage to another ſtate, ſurrounded 
with terrors and involved in night? To. 
the virtuous it is nothing more than an 
eaſy and delightful tranſition from theſe 
dreary ſeats of care and diſappointment to 
the ever-lightſome regions, where alone 
what deſerves the name of happineſs 1 is en- 
Joyed, and the ſublimeſt faculties of the 
ſoul are gratified through all eternity. Ves, 
when the eventful moment arrives in 
vrhich we are to bid adieu to all below the 
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ſtars, whatever agonies the body feels, the 
retroſpect of a pious life and the teſtimony 
of an approving conſcience, in connection 
with a firm reliance on the merits of a 
Saviour, ſhall diffuſe a placid ſunſhine over 
the ſoul, which ſhall gild the darkneſs of 
that irremeable country through which we 
are to paſs, and alleviate, or rather anni 
hilate, the terrors of the dying hour. Oh 
lee (cries the expiring faint) beyond the 
diſmal precincts of the tomb what a pro- 

ſpect opens! gradually expanding to my 
ſight, and becoming more and more beau- 
tiful, till all is raviſhingly fair, and glo- 
rious beyond conception! Hail promiſed 
Land! Hail heavenly Canaan ! Now is my 
pilgrimage completed, my cares and la- 
bours terminate. I am entering your de- 
licious frontiers, and you thall be my eter- 
nal inheritance ! My ſoul already breathes 
of heaven, and drinks of that ever-flowing 
fountain proceeding out of the Throne of 
God, where it ſhall ſoon quaff more copious 
draughts in perfect liberty for ever! 
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: On Judgement. 


REVELATION xx. Ii, 12. 

And I ſaw a great white throne, and him 

that ſat on it, from whoſe face the earth 
and the heaven fled away ; and there was 


. fone no place for them. And I ſaw the 


dead, ſmall and great, fland before God: 


and the books were opened. A, Y 


the” boldeſt figures and moſt animated 


inner which it can ſelect from its ample 


< 3 oo ſtore, 
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'OLEMN and ſtupendous ſpeftacle! : 
Here language loſes all its energy! 
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ſtore, become Jangvid, lifeleſs, and inſipid. 
Who though he ſpoke, not only with the 
tongues of men, but of angels, though all 
"the charms of human and even celeſtial 
eloquence flowed from his lips, could do 
juſtice to a ſubject ſo awful and amazing! 
A ſcene ſo far tranſcending every picture 
which the moſt glowing and ſublime ima- 
gination can form, muſt neceſſarily baffle 
every effort of deſcription. But although 
it is impoſſible. to convey any idea of it 
but a very faint and inadequate one after 
all our labour, let us, nevertheleſs, attempt 
it, as it cannot but be highly edifying, and 
muſt leave a deep impreſſion on the heart 
ſuſceptible of good diſpoſitions. The un- 
dertaking will abundantly compenſate all 
the pains attending it, by that truly mag- 
nificent and aſtoniſhing diſplay which it 
muſt exhibit to the mind : the beſt affec- 
tions will, by theſe means, be infuſed, the 

moſt elevating ſentiments riſe ſpontaneous. 
Contemplatin g that irreverſible doom which 
muſt be ours at the final conſummation of 
all things, the miſts which obſcure our 


_ . intelleQual 
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intellectual fight ſhall diſappear, reaſon 
ſhall brighten and refine, and the world be 
ſeen in its proper light; we ſhall make a 
due eſtimate of thoſe adyantages which too 
often totally engroſs our attention inſtead 
of being regarded as ſecondary concerns, 
and transfer our ſolicitude from things be- 
neath to things above. 


Does vice allure thee with its blandiſh- 
ments? Does wealth in ſparkling heaps 
try to captivate thy heart, and dignity daz-— 
- zle thee with its faſcinating glare? Fail 
not to repreſent to thy fancy, in its moſt 

alarming colours, that tremendous period, 
when, as the divine oracles inform thee, 
the ſun ſhall be turned to darkneſs, and 
the moon withdraw her luſtre, when the 
ſtars of heaven ſhall fall, and the hea- 
vens themſelves depart as a ſcroll rolled 
together, the laſt trumpet's blaſt filling 
the univerſe, and rouſing from their tombs 

the ſleeping dead, to appear before the di- 
vine Tribunal! This awful ſcenery ſhall 
render temptation impotent and feeble; 
folly ſhall diſplay its glittering {ſnares in 
„ | vain, 
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vain, honour appear, what it 1 un reality, 
but an empty name, and all the gems and 


5 gold, which ſparkle in the mines of both 


the Indies, be ſo far from exciting a wiſh 


to poſſeſs them, that they will be oyerloolr- 
ed with contempt. | 


That this important conjuncture will 
moſt aſſuredly arrive, the voice of Revela- 
tion has explicitly informed us. Reaſon 
itſelf gives intimations of it, and though 
its evidence be not altogether free from 
obſcurity, yet is it by no means to be re- 
jected. But the Sacred Volume throws 
the veil entirely aſide, and leaves no room 
for diſtruſt or doubt. The favoured Ama- 
nuenſes of the Moſt- High, thoſe admira- 
ble perſonages whoſe hallowed pens have 
tranſmitted down to poſterity the genuine 
dictates of the Spirit of Truth, are remark- 
able for a number of collateral and em- 
phatic aſſertions on this momentous ſub- 
ject. With what rapture and confidence 
does holy Job exclaim, I now that my 
Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall Band at 


the 
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the latter day upon the earth | Nor could 
he have received ſuch full and poſitive in- 
telligence 1 in this particular but from that 

divine Illumination which diſplays i in the 

_ cleareſt point of view the darkeſt, and ap- 

proximates the remoteſt, ſcenes of futurity. 
St. Paul too expreſsly declares that the Al- 
mighty in his wiſdom has appornted a day, 
in which he ſhall judge the world by that 
man whom he hath ordained: which man 
(as is indiſputably apparent from what fol- 
lows) is Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. And in 
another place he declares, that the Lord bim- 
ſell ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, | #$ 
with the voice of the archangel, and with | 
the trump of God. But a greater than both | | 
has affirmed, that the fon of man ſhall 1 
come in the clouds of heaven, arrayed | mn: 
power and plory, and attended with his 
angels, to collect the good together from 
the four winds of the earth, and to ſeparate 
them totally from the bad; that the latter 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, 
but the righteous into Y e eternal, 


Thus 
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Thus that the day of univerſal retribu- 
tion will come, is certain ; but the preciſe 
time of its arrival is not ſo clear: nor 
woo it be of importance to us to know 
Such knowledge could only gratify an 
| uſeleſs curioſity. Had it been connected 
with our duty and happineſs, we may reſt 
aſſured that a Being, who is all juſtice and 
goodneſs, would by no means have con- 
cealed it from us. But fince he has 
thought Proper to veil it in impenetrable 
darkneſs, it is not our part to attempt in- 
quiſitively to pry into it, but ſubmiſſively 
to acquieſce in the wile diſpenſation of hea- 


ven, and make due preparation for it when- 


ever it ſhall arrive. The moſt aſſiduous 


diſquiſitions on this head can be of no avail, 


ſince our Redeemer himſelf has poſitively 

aſſerted, that it is unknown not only to 
man, but even to the angels in heaven. 
Into this grand myſtery the angels them; 
ſelves erdeutiy deſire to look. 


Fd 


It 
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It (his however, dem ſome paſſages 
in the Revelations, as if this eventful ſea- 
ſon was at no great diſtance. We find 
theſe words addreſſed to St. John, Seal nor 

the ſayings of the prophecy of this book, for 
| he time is at hand. Behold, I come quickly. 


But whenever it is to take place, how 
near or remote ſoever it be, it will come 
| pon us ſudden and unexpected. This is 
evident from our Saviour s words, who 
tells us that his coming will be like that 
of a thief in the night, and that as the de- 

luge ſurprized and inſtantaneouſly ſwept 
away the old world while they were aban- 

doning themſelves to their voluptuous pur- 
ſits, and reveling in all the wantonneſs 
of thoughtleſs ſecurity, ſo abruptly and mo- 
mentaneouſly ſhall he make his appearance 
to ſummon the univerſe to judgement. 
Hence he takes occaſion to exhort us, in 
the moſt emphatic manner, to indefatigable 
perſeverance in the diſcharge of out duty. 
Fark! the ſeventh angel blows his trump, 


N ow 
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Now tremble, Guilt, at thy approaching 
Jon. | 


Loud voices are heard in heaven, echoing 
through all the immenſity of ſpace, the 
kingdoms of this world are become the hing- 
doms of our Lord and of his Chriſt, and he 

foal reign for ever and ever! Portentous 
_ dreadful figns appear in earth and ſkies, 
prelude of a more dreadful ſcene quickly to 
enſue. Convulſive pangs ſeize on nature; 
ſhe quivers to her remoteſt limits, as if 
ready to expire. Behold! a mighty an- 
gel, ſuch as St. John ſaw in his myſterious 
viſion, deſcends ſwifter than thought from 
above, a rainbow on his head, his face as 
it were the ſun, and his feet as pillars of 
fire. How dreadful the ruſhing of his 
wings! not louder the ruſhing of many 
waters! Setting one foot on the ſea, and 
the other on the earth, he lifts up his hand 
to heaven, and, with a voice ſonorous as 
the voice of a multitude, ſwears by Him 
who liveth for ever and ever, who created 
heaven, 


heaven, and earth, and ſea, and all that 
is therein, that 'T1ME $HALL BE NO MORE } 


Tis begun! thy final diſſolution, O 
world! Tremendous thunders roll, the 
mighty pillars of the Creation tremble ! 
Tremendous lightnings flaſh around, blaze 
crowding upon blaze in rapid ſucceſſion ! 
Tis all aſtoniſhment, confuſion, and terror! 
The beautiful expanſe on high, which ſo 
lately formed an azure canopy over our 
heads, is now one undiſtinguiſhed blaze! 
Diffolved by the over-powering flame, the 
ſolid mountains run down in ſtreams. The 
rivers reverſe their courſe, and hurry back- 
wards to their fountain head. Conſterna- 
tion and affliction enſue, ſuch as were 
never known before from the beginning of 
the Creation, nor ever ſhall be more! Every 
mountain and iſland are moved out of their 
places, and the kings of the earth, the 
great men and the rich, the flave and the 
free, hide themſelves in the caverns and in 
the rocks, and call on the mountains to 


1 


49 8 E R M ON XIV. 


fall upon them, and afford them a ſhelter 
from the lightning of eternal vengeance, 


What a ſcene does the face of the earth 
diſplay ! towers, palaces, citadels, - and 
temples, all finking in the direful confla- 
gration! Where are now thoſe wighty 
cities, the ſeats of luxury, pomp, and mag- 
nificence, which but lately lifted their glit- 
tering turrets to the clouds, whoſe ſtately 
battlements ſeemed 'to threaten heaven ? 
The melody of the harper and muſician, 
the voice of the bridegroom and the bride, 
3s heard in them no more. Where are 
now the dazzling thrones on which once 
fat illuſtrious potentates cloathed in robes 
of purple and ſcarlet, and decked with 
gems and gold ? Thoſe abodes of feſtivity 
and imperial grandeur are no more, all 
ſwallowed up in one general deſtruction! 
The mafly hills are rooted up from their 
f;oundations, and heaven and earth mingled 
* 5 975 in one flaming and prodigious 
2 Tun 13 5 b 


Now, 
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Now, Majeſty ! boaſt thy gaudy equt- 
page, be the gilded trappings of the great 
diſplayed ; now, Power! ſtand forth array 
ed in thy coſtlieſt badges; and, Glory ! ex- 
hibit thy inviting prize. What trifles do 
ye appear to the mind, whoſe view is ri- 
veted on that period when all the parade 
of kings, and the pageantry of courts, ſhall 
be as though they had never been; when 
the faireſt works of nature, and the moſt 
ſumptuous monuments of art, ſhall fall a 
Prey to the devouring flame! - 


Again the trumpet ſounds. The uni- 

verſe groans at the terrific blaſt. Monu- 
ments burſt in ſunder, the tomb ſurren- 
ders up the duſt which had ſlept there 
from immemorial time. King and pea- 
fant, the illuſtrious and obſcure, the 
virtuous and the bad, all riſe together. 
Chriſtians and infidels, multitudes of every 
nation, and tribe, and people, and tongue; 
all who have ever exiſted from Adam down 
to the preſent moment, Aal—all awake! 


How 
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How every moment the mighty concourſe 
Fells ! They pour around like gathering 
torrents, and overflow the earth, numer- 
ous as the drops of dew, or ſtars of hea- 
ven! millions crowding on millions! ſtu- 
pendous tumult! Tis all inconceivable 
alarm and conſternation? | 


But who is that ſublime and -glorious 
form deſcending from the ſkies, accompa- 
nied with ten thouſand times ten theu- 
ſand angels? len the Son of God, and 
Judge of man! And is it he? Is this the 
deſpiſed Nazarene, the deſolate, perſecuted 


wanderer, who, while on earth, had not 


where to lay his head ? Is this the man of 
forrows, who was barbarouſly crucified on 
the top of Calvary, and expired between 

two atrocious criminals, loaden with. ig- 
6 nominy, exhauſted with agonies? Yes, 
*tis the ſame. But what a change ! what 
ſtupendous dignity ! what inconceivable 
 magnificence! Behold thoſe temples, which 
were once fo cruelly torn and mangled 
With thorns, now crowned with a diadem 


of 
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of light, too dazzling far, too glorious for 
mortal ſenſe to bear! Behold that hand, 
into which his inkumin foes once put the 
reed in derifion, now oraſping the ſceptre 
of the univerle itſelf! He comes! Lord of 
lords, and King of kings! Cherubim aud 
Seraphim kneeling at his feet, and crying, 
Halleluiah ! Halleluiah ! Yet amidſt that 
blaze of grandeur and majeſty which fur- 
rounds him, the amiable meekneſs whi:h 
characterized the man of ſorrow, and ac- 
quainted with grief, ſtill appears; traces of 
ineffable complacency and benevolence? con- 
| ſpicuouſly mark his divine lineaments. 


He ſeparates the innümstuble multitudes, 
as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the 
goats, The good are ranged at his light 
hand, but tlie wicked at his left.— All, 
even the juſt themſelves, appear in tremb- 
ling expectation at the awful Tribunal! 
But how different are their ſenſations from 
thoſe of the guilty! Pious confidence, hope, 
and joy, ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of 
their integrity, and the thovght of their 

Aa Redeemer” 8 
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Redeemer's atonement, are mingled with 
their fears. But what imagination can con- 
ctcive the anguiſh, the horrors of the latter! 
They already hear the dreadful ſentence 
thundering in their ears; they anticipate 
that irreverſible doom which muſt ſoon be 
_ pronounced. What would they give for a 
= few of thoſe moments which. they ſo im- 


h 1 prudently ſquandered, to make their peace 
| : with heaven! They wiſh—they implore— 
oP 185 : but all! in vain ! the deen 18 a 
[- for ever! _— | 


Oh! | rouſe Fs your ſecurity, ye nds. 
ferent and ſupine, to a proper ſenſe of your 
perilous ſituation, Shake off that growing 
lethargy in whoſe fatal chains your nobleſt 
Faculties are bound. Let the trifles which 
at preſent faſcinate your attention be ſu- 
perſeded by ſuperior concerns.” Reflect on 
Four eternal deſtination, and make your 
peace with heaven. Otherwiſe, what fup- 
port will ye. find, to what af; ylum will ye 
fly, at this alarming criſis, when all your 

uſual ſourdes of confidence and amuſement 
„ „„ ke. ſhall 
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ſhall fail ? Lo! the lights man himſelf, | 
falling proſtrate, and hardly daring to lift 


his eyes to heaven, exclaims, O my much 


igjured, my offended God! how ſhall I, 


how ſhall ſinful duſt and aſhes lift its head 


before thee ! how bear the lightning of 


that awful eye, whoſe ſtern regard I am 


conſcious I too much deſerve ! Vet oh f 


avert thy wrath, and let me rather be an 
object of thy pity than thy vengeance. 
Amid this ſcene of tumult and diſmay ſuſ- 
tain my trembling frame, and hide r me un- 5 


— the ſhadow of ” 18 


And now, behold! the eetnal king of | 


men and angels turns towards the immenſe. 


aflembly at his right hand with ſmiles that 


inſpire ineffable delight. Dignity, blended _ 


with inexpreſſible mildneſs and ſerenity, 


| fits upon his brow. He addreſſes them 


with a voice that breathes immortal love, 


and invites them to the fruition of that 


hereditary bliſs, that celeſtial kingdom, 


which had been prepared for them before 
the foundations of Paradiſe were laid, 
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What eloquence can deſcribe the effect 
of theſe reviving accents on the minds of 

the juſt ! What gratitude, what triumph, 
what extaſy, overflow their hearts, and 


ſparkle i in their eyes, which already dart 
forth the immortal beams of Paradiſe ! 

Ten thouſand glitterin g convoys from above 
attend them; ſhouting angels congratulate 


them on their happy. deſtiny, and waft. 


them on their ſoaring wings to the empy- 
rean manſions, the radiant climes of ever- 
laſting day. Oh ! what inchanting proſ- 
pects, how ineffably beautiful and glorious, 
appear, expanding every moment on the 
aſtoniſhed ſight! Whatever ancient poets 


have fabled of Elyſian fields is here com- 


pletely realized; whatever the Imagination. 


has diſcovered in its boldeſt, moſt ſublime 
excurſions, and even more, is here to be 


found! Innumerable harps in ſtrains of 


unutterable harmony welcome their arrival. 0 


Scenes of bliſs, which tranſcend all concep- 


tion, burſt upon them, floods of glory, 


whoſe ſtupendous ruſh angels themſelves 
| K ts | can 
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can ſcarcely bear! They forget their for- 
mer troubles; every care is abſorbed in an 
immenſity of joy, and the flight of ten 
thouſand thouſand ages, inſtead of diminiſh- 
ing, will but enhance the ſum of their feli- 
city, and ſwell ſtill higher that impetuous 
torrent of joy with which every faculty of 


their ſouls is overwhelmed! 


But how direful a contraſt is exhibited 


in the looks of thoſe at the left of their of- 
fended judge, when darting the lightning 
of his eyes full upon them, he pronounces 
in their ears the deciſive, the irrevocable. 


ſentence which conſigns them over to an 


immutable ſtate of woe, to the realms of 
infernal night, the dwellings of uninter- 


mitting pain, regions of inexpreſſible hor- 
ror, never gilded by one propitious gleam 
of joy, or peace, or hope, that laſt ſweet 
ſolace of the wretched ! where, together 


with the apoſtate fiends, they muſt take 


up their eternal reſidence, confined 1 in ever- 
laſting chains of darkneſs. They caſt one 
laſt wiſhful look on the dazzling territories 
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above, and. ſee the heayenly Jeruſalem ex- 
tending her jaſper walls far and wide,, her 
ſun, the glory of the Deity, ſhining forth 
with a degree of effulgence which ſurpaſ- 
ſes all that the moſt elevated fancy can 
conceive of glorious ! This ſcene of bright- 
neſs more than ſtupendous, compared with 
which the ſplendor of ten thouſand ſuns 
were darkneſs, but aggravates their anguiſh. 
Theſe are the abodes of infinite delight, 
but not, alas ! for them. They deeply 
feel and lament their loſs, but ah! too 
late; 'tis irreparable. They depart with 
nexprefſible reluctance and anguiſh; but 


it muſt be ſo, their own folly has excluded 
. them for, ever! 


* „ 


- "Tis fans | ! the great deciſive deed is ac- 
compliſhed ! ! The righteous and the wicked 
are NOW in poſſeſſion, the one of that hap- 
pineſs, and the other of that miſery, which 
muſt never know diminution or end. The 
Deity himſelf has completely ſolved thoſe 


difficulties! in his adminiſtration which puz- 
zled 1 nar row-thoughted man, has developed 


in 
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in the view of men and angels the my ſte- 
ries of his providence, and reſcued his 
juſtice from the irrational imputations of 
On impiety. 


And is this the caſe ? Will the time ar- 
rive when all obſcurity ſhall be removed 
from the moral world ; when we ſhall no 
longer ſee through a glaſs darkly, and know 
but in part; when God himſelf will con- 
deſcend to throw aſide the veil, and Juſtify 
his actions to man? Shall virtue in due 
ſeaſon reap the plenteaus harveſt of its toil, 
if it faint not? Who then would com- 
plain of that ! ignorance which! 18 in ſepara- 
ble from human debility at preſent ? Who 
would be weary in the practice of piety, an 
eternal recompenſe in view ? Shall we not 

rather in the mean time be ſedulouſſy em 

ployed in the performance of thoſe dutics 
which our ſituation ſuggeſts, and religion 
requires! D Shall not every action be connect- 
ed with that important period when we 
muſt ſtand before the Tribunal of the Moſt- 
Higb, to receive our final doom? Were 
Aa 4 5 this 
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this. awfol circumſtance as frequently be- 


fore our view as it ought to be, ſublunary 
concerns would vanith away like a morn- 
ing cloud, the world would loſc its conſe- 


quence, and thoſe ſplendid toys be ſpurned 
with contempt, which folly now graips 

with fuch avidity. Why ſo immoderately 
fond of enjoyments which ſo quickly pals 
away, which take their flight before we 
can call them our own, like ſome ſparkling 
meteor, that, white it charms the eye, melts 


into air, and difappears for ever? Reflect 


f that the longeſt term of mortal life is but 


al che ine point of time, compared to 


that Eternity which enſues. | Forgetting 
the things which are behind, and looking 


onward with all imaginable ardor to thoſe 
which are before, preſs with unwearied 
_ aſfidnity towards the heavenly goal, and 


win the glorious prize. Subdue each ha- 


bitual depravity, and victoriouſly trample. 


down every inchnation which may retard 
thy progreſs in the purſuit of celeſtial hap- 


pinels. Deſpite not whatever tends to me- 
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liorate the ban thougli apparently inſig- 
nificant and trivial. 


The conquerors of mankind are adorned 


with earthly coronets and fading laurels, 


and admitted, by way of diſtinction, into 


the aſſemblies of the renowed and illuſtri- 


ous, who, after a few years at moſt, muſt 
be no more. Their names ſtand embla- 
zoned aloft on the annals of fame, and 


are tranſmitted down to poſterity with 
oſtentatious pomp perhaps for a few ages. 
But what an infinitely ſuperior fate awaits 
the conquerors of themſelves, thoſe who 
keep their own hearts under the moſt ri- 


gid diſcipline, and ſtrictly guard all its ave- 
nues from the ſmalleſt intruſion of evil! 
They ſhall be crowned in heaven with 


beaming circlets of immortal glory; their 


name ſhall be enrolled among the Juſt 


with everlaſting honour : our Saviour him- 


ſelf informs them that he will not oblite- 
rate it from the Book of Life, but confeſs 


it openly before his Father, and before his 
angels, They ſhall be united to that ra- 
5 diant, 
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diant, that innumerable multitude, which 
ſtand before the Throne, and before the 
Lamb, cloathed in robes of heavenly white, 


never- fading palms in their hands. All 


together ſhall fall before the Throne in 
proſtrate adoration, and with one general 
voice of indiſtinguiſhable harmony aſcribe 


Blefling, and Seer, and Wiſdom, and 
Honour, and Power, to their God for ever 


and for ever! 


0 thou, whom deſtiny ſeems to. have 


: a marked out as the child of affliction, whoſe 
numerous diſtreſſes but too well juſtify 


that name, dry up thy tears, and if, im- 


patient of thy apparently rigorous lot, thou 
| Haſt murmured at the diſpenſations of hea- 


ven, murmur no more. What though 


thou drinkeſt deep of the bitter cup of 
miſery; though harraſſed by the oppreſ- 
ſions of the bad, like Noah's dove thou 
findeſt no reſting- place for the ſole of thy 
foot; repoſe thy truſt on the immutable 
veracity of thy Creator. Patiently attend 


that. hour of univerſal retribution which 
3 55 will. 
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will aſſuredly ſoon arrive; for ſoon it 
may juſtly be called, though millions of 
ages ſhould intervene, when we conſider 
the infinite diſproportion which ſuch a du- 
ration bears to the innumerable ages of 
Eternity. Then all thy light troubles, 
which are but for the preſent moment, 
ſhall be repaid with a ſuperlatively great 
and eternal weight of glory. Support thy- 
ſelf under the preſſure of calamity with 
this reflection, and let the world profit by 
thy example. Show mankind what inter- 

nal peace Religion can confer, and to what 
exalted heights of patience and fortitude 


the reviving proſpect of immortal bliſs can 


8850 the ſoul! 


And "FRY preſumptuous caviller at the 
| appointments of Providence, who ſo fre- 
quently dareſt arraign the wiſdom and 
juſtice of the Deity, bluſh at thy temerity. 
Doſt thou petulantly aſk why modeſt me- 
rit, hid in ſhades, languiſnes out a life of ob- 
ſcurity, its proper rewards uſurped by 
worthleſs and aſſuming arrogance ; why 
Innocence 


U ² QQ 
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Innocence is often expoſed to the ſevereſt 


extremes of poverty, contempt, and igno- 
miny, diſtreſs her portion, and the wide 


world her home, her houſeleſs head a prey 


to the fury of the inclement elements, and 
her limbs almoſt deſtitute of that covering 
which the imbecillity of nature requires; 


while Guilt, ſurrounded with affluence, 

crowned with honours, and decked in robes 

of regal ſplendor, is too generally careſſed 

and reſpected, reſides in gorgeous edifices, 
| and regales herſelf with delicacies brought 


from the remoteſt climes, with all the lux- 


uries of the eaſt and weſt? Trembling in 


the duſt, retr act thy blaſphemy ; for know 


that, to thy confuſion, the great concluſive 


day ſhall arrive, in which the regularity 


and perfection of the divine plan, ſhall ap- 
pear conſpicuous to every eye, and even to 


thine, obdurate as thou now art, and blind 


to rational conviction. Endeavour to pro- 


pitiate by thy prayers that ſovereign Power 


whom thy precipitate and inſolent infi- 


ene has offended, adore the equitable and 
unblemiſhed 
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unblemiſhed methods of his ew admi- 


niſtration. | 


In bt of this character the Apoſtle's 
prophecy is fulfilled, Theſe are the licen- 
tious ſcoffers who, according to his pre- 
diction, were to come in the laſt days, jay- 
ing, Where is the prom iſe of his coming? for | 
ſince the fathers fell aſleep, all things con- 


nue as they were Jo the beginning 25 the 
Creation. | 


But let ſuch remember, that one day is 
with the Eternal as a thouſand years, and 
a thouſand years as one day. His delay in 
the execution of his promiſe does not ori- 
ginate from any remiſſneſs or negligence, 
much leſs from inability, but from his le- 
nity and long-ſuffering love towards his 
creatures, from an unwillingneſs that any 
ſhould periſh, and a defire that all ſhould 
be induced to repentance, For as a thief 
in the dead of night ſhall the moment of 
his appearance be, when the heavens ſhall 
paſs away with a tremendous noiſe, the 


elements 


elements melt with fervent heat, and the 
earth with all which it contains fall a vic- 
tim to the mighty conflagration ! 


With what eircumſpection then, and 
5 exemplary vigilance, ought we to conduct 
ourſelves! Our ſuſpence with regard to 
this awful time ſhould ſtimulate our dili- 
gence; the greater our uncertainty, the 
more induſtrious fhould we be in endea - 
vouring to ſecure an intereſt in His favour, 
who alone can comfort and ſupport us in 
that ſeaſon of diſmay, when even the Beſt 
ſhall be overwhelmed with the rememb- 
rance of their frailties, and find that, if 
they have nothing to depend on but their 
-own merits, and if Divine Juſtice will be 
-extreme to mark what is done amifs, they 
cannot be entitled to a place in the beati- 
fic manſions above. But 7 if the righteous 
ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly 
and the finner appear! Oh! may this 
thought ſink deep into the heart ! and way 
we pay proper attention, in this our day, 
to the W which belong to our peace, 


before 
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before they are hidden from our eyes for 
ever! Should this ſolemn period take us 
by ſurprize, ſhould we be hurried in a 
moment from the arms of ſenſual pleaſure 
to the tribunal of an almighty and. indig- 
nant Judge, that formidable Tribunal from 
which there is no appeal, how loſt, how 
undone, how miſerable our condition! 1 
what would be our confuſion, agony, and 
deſpair ! alarming and dreadful fituation ! 
Oh, teach us to avoid it, thou all- powerful 
Spirit, whoſe myſtic energy exalts the 
ſoul, and affimilates it to thoſe pure Intel- 
ligences which ſurround the Throne of 
God! enable us to employ the momentous 
interval in offices of piety towards our 
Maker, and exertions of benevolence to- 
wards our fellow-creatures ! Thou who : 
didſt illuminate the darkſome chaos, and 
brooding on the face of the waters, im- 


pregnate and meliorate them with thy vi- TN 


vifying influence, render our hearts fertile 
in laudable and holy principles, irradiate 
our benighted underſtandings with one 
beam of thy divine light; thats: ſeeing in 

their 
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their proper colours thoſe fallacious joys 
on earth which ſtill inviting us to purſue 
them, ſtill elude our eager graſp, \ we may 
aſpire to thoſe genuine and permanent de- 
lights which are only to be found in hea- 
ven. Thus, at the Reſurrection of the 
Juſt, ſhall our Redeemer applaud us in the 
ſight of men and angels, theſe delightful 
words flowing from his lips in accents of 
celeſtial harmony, Come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
| ther, receive the kingdom prepared for you 
from the ee of the world, 


